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Another year, another
outstanding party. Once
again, on March 27, 2010,
we were able to host a
sell out crowd of over 400
people who attended our
Annual Gala Dinner
Dance at the Fiesta.
In addition to the wining, dining and dancing
we were proud to be able
to honor several very deserving and distinguished
individuals who we are all
honored to call Italian
Americans.
Our 2010 “Man of the
Year” is Anthony F. Wieners, the New Jersey
State Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association

President , a 114 year old
organization with in excess of 33,000 members.
President Wieners,

who is a 30 year police
veteran with the Belleville
Police Department was
elected to the very demanding position of State
P.B.A. President in 2007.

He served as Executive
Vice President for the 10
years prior to his election
as President.
Anthony ran on a
platform of “Protecting
Our Future” , pledged to
fight to protect law enforcement pension and
benefits, provide protection to all officers regardless of employer and to
enhance the internal operations of the State PBA.
Now in this 3rd year as
President he has clearly
worked hard to live up to
those promises and has
proven himself to be a
highly successful leader.
(continued on page 4)

P A S TA N I G H T T O B E N E F I T
S P E C I A L O LY M P I C S
Our biggest and most
successful charity event
of the year! As many of
you are aware every
penny made at this event
goes directly to Special
Olympics of New Jersey

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

to help them with all their
great work throughout the
year providing year-round
sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of
Olympic-type sports for
children and adults with

intellectual disabilities,
giving them continuing
opportunities to develop
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate
(continued on page 7)
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SINCE
2001

NIGHT

Once again, Executive Board members Joe Simonetti
and Ron Sepe are
busy planning and
organizing another
fun packed day of
eating, gambling and
assorted other good
stuff for this year’s
Night at the Races.
They have once
again secured the Paddock Area at the Meadowlands Racetrack for
our event. An all-youcan-eat BBQ/picnic buffet serving, among
other things, sausage,
peppers and onions,
chicken, hamburgers,
hot dogs, cookies, soda
and beer. A 50/50
and raffle will also
be available.
Under the “big
tent” there will be
several televisions
where you can view
the races if you’re
not interested in

AT THE

RACES

seeing your horse at the
rail. For those who are
interested, you can almost
touch the horses, or just
yell encouragement to
your money makers as
they pass by.
There will also be ample betting booths available at our site to insure
almost immediate availability to place your bets
and collect your large win-

The big winners line up.

June
18th

nings.
This event is almost always a sell
out so please don’t
miss out and make
an effort to contact
either Joe Simonetti
at JSDC1@aol.com
or (973) 981-8929 or
Ron Sepe at
CaptSep921@aol.com
or (201) 341-9073 to
reserve your tickets as
soon as possible.
Tickets are priced
at $40.00 per person.
Night at the Races is
scheduled for Friday,

June18, 2010 at
6:00 P.M. (rain or
shine). Don’t worry,
we’re under that
large Pavilion I
mentioned earlier.
Come on out
for a great family
day of fun, excitement, food and
good company.
Good luck!!!

IAPSNJ BOARD MEMBERS
TAKE A FREEZING DIP FOR
N. J. SP E C I A L O LY MP I C S

Edmond Brady, CPA
Dr. Brian Mignola
Dr Daniel Schievella

Linda Mallozzi Esq.
Caterina Benanti Esq
Fr. Christopher Hynes
Fr. David Baratelli

On Saturday, March
6th, Executive Board
Members Al Sierchio and
Ron Sepe jumped into the
freezing Atlantic for the
7th straight winter for the
Benefit of New Jersey
Special Olympics at this
year’s Annual Polar Bear
Plunge.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

The IAPSNJ is once
again a proud Platinum
Sponsor of Special Olympics and has always been a
strong supporter of it’s
events both by our member
participation, as well as by
independently running
events whose profits all go
directly to this great charity.

Congratulations to Al,
Ron and all of our other
members who once again
braved the bitter cold and
came out to do their part to
help out with a very worthy
cause.
Once again it was an
extremely successful
event. Great job!
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IAPSNJ ANNUAL
S C H O L A R S H I P P RO G R A M
Once
again
this
year
10
very
lucky
graduates
will become the recipients of
our Annual Scholarship Program. Each and every winning applicant will receive a
$1000.00 scholarship to help
them on their way to fulfill their
goals for a great education
and promising future.
Once again, the Scholarships will be presented at our

Annual Scholarship Breakfast,
which is held at the Fiesta in
Wood Ridge, NJ. All recipients
and their families are invited to
attend compliments of the
IAPSNJ.
Competitors for these coveted
scholarships are urged to send in
their completed applications in an
expedient manner as many highly
qualified applicants apply.
For an on-line application go
to our web site at http://
www.iapsnj.org and, after entering site (NO PASSWORD IS
NECESSARY), click on the
“PROFILE” button, click on the
“ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP
BREAKFAST” link and the application should come up. You
can either fill it out on-line or
print it out and mail it in. Your
choice.
Fully completed applications
should be forwarded to our
Scholarship Chairman:

Jerry Onnembo,
499 Sussex Rd.

SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2010

Wood Ridge, NJ 07075
As you can imagine, it’s not an
easy task for our committee to
choose the best and the brightest
to receive this honor, but year after
year they manage to do just that.

Note: The DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS IS APRIL 30, 2010.
This year’s “Annual Scholarship
Breakfast” is scheduled for Sun-

day, May 23, 2010 at 10:00
a.m. Continue to check our website for updates and additional information.
The IAPSNJ would like to wish
all our winners and applicants the
best of luck and great success in all
their future endeavors.

PENSION AND BENEFIT REFORM PROPOSALS
The following message was distributed by the NJSACOP Legislative & Public Policy Committee.
“The pension and benefit bills that we have all heard so much about and have been anxiously awaiting,
were introduced on February 8, 2010. Contrary to information that was being released, it appears that
these bills will not have the devastating immediate impact that we feared. We have reviewed the provisions of these bills [S-2, S-3, S-4 and SCR-1] and in almost every case, the changes only apply to people
hired after the bills are passed. The only exception is that one bill, S-3, requires that all current local government employees contribute 1.5% of their annual compensation towards health coverage. This amount
is in addition to any amount that you are already contributing based upon any collective bargaining
agreement or other agreement. Obviously, this is something we want to look into. Overall, the news appears very good”. “Like all legislative proposals, they are subject to change and alteration as the process moves forward.”
To review a very good synopsis of the four new pieces of pension reform legislation, visit the link below:

http://www.pfanj.org/legislative_bills_introduced_02082010.pdf
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Gala Dinner Dance
-continued from page 1Our 2010 “Businessman goes to William J. Plitt, Jr.,
Chief Inspector/Deputy
of the Year”, Alphonse
Commander of the United
Petracco.
States Marshal’s Service,
New York/New Jersey Regional Fugitive Task Force.
Chief Plitt began his career with the USMS in 1989
and in 1998 he was assigned to the newly formed
USMS HIDTA Violent
Crimes Fugitive Task Force
where he was instrumental
in creating a joint working
relationship with the PhilaAlicia Vitarelli, TV news
delphia PD Homicide Unit.
Mr. Petracco, a highly
anchor at News 12 New
In 2003 he was promoted to
successful businessman In the rank of Supervisory InJersey and host of Buck
the Township of Nutley, NJ spector with the then newly
Wild, a weekly series that
teaches consumers how to is the owner and operator
formed U.S. Marshals Serof Al Petracco’s Meats and vice NY/NJ Regional Fugiget the biggest bang for
Deli, located at 507 Bloom- tive Task Force, and in
their buck, often speaks
field Avenue.
about her rise up through
2007 was promoted to
the ranks in the field of TV
Mr. Petracco, also an
Deputy Commander. In
news as an Italianelected Nutley official
2009 he was promoted to
American. She enjoys shar- serves as the township’s
Chief Inspector for the NY/
ing her interesting experiCommissioner of Public
NJ RFTF where he has opences, including how many Safety.
erational Command for the
times she was asked to
14 divisional offices within
Despite his very dechange her last name and manding schedule Mr.
the New York /New Jersey
how special it is to be
Petracco still finds the time region.
among a group of Italianto generously extend a
We are honored to recAmerican broadcasters who helping hand with worthognize Chief Plitt with this
have succeeded and
while causes and charities prestigious award for his
stayed true to their identity, and we’re proud to recogdistinguished service.
such as Maria Bartaromo
nize him with this award.
and Rosanna Scotto, who
have also had much sucOur first “Special RecOur 2010 “Law Encess in television news.
ognition Award” for 2010
forcement Lifetime
Alicia Vitarelli joined
goes to Chief Joseph
Achievement Award”
News 12 New Jersey as a
Rutigliano of the Woodmorning show anchor in
Ridge Police Department.
July of 2008. Prior to that,
she was a morning anchor
at NY1 News. Vitarelli received her master’s degree
in broadcast journalism
from Northwestern University and her bachelor’s degrees in communications,
Spanish, and theatre from
Villanova University.

Our 2010 “Woman of
the Year” is Alicia Vitarelli.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Chief Rutigliano is being
recognized for his extraordinary efforts on behalf of our
organization and our charitable endeavors.
Specifically, Chief
Rutigliano has been instrumental in the success of
many of our events
throughout the year, especially two of our largest
events. The tremendous
success of our “Pasta
Night”, which contributes
many thousands of dollars
directly to Special Olympics
every year, and our
“Christmas Holiday Party
for Big Brothers and Big
Sisters”, which provides
great Christmas gifts and a
festive party for hundreds of
children in need, can be
attributed directly to the
hard work and organizational skills of Chief Rutigliano.
The IAPSNJ is proud
and honored to have Joe as
a board member and a
friend.

It’s hard to believe but this
was our 18h Annual Dinner
Dance. Like they say, “Where
did the time go?” On a special
and personal note I’d like to
congratulate and compliment
our Executive Vice President,
Alphonse Sierchio. Al has
been our Dinner Dance Chairman for the entire 18 years.
Now, when you consider the
time and energy that goes into
these affairs that is quite a
feat. (It isn't easy folks!)
Great job Al, your efforts do
not go unnoticed and obviously
are very important to the ongoing success and vitality of our
organization.

(continued on next page)
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Gala Dinner Dance
-continued from page 4Our second “Special ous schools and training
Recognition Award” for seminars conducted by the
2010 goes to John Stroka. FBI, DEA, NJ State Police, Posthumously Awarded our
NYPD and various prosecu- 2010 “Medal of Honor”
tors’ offices. Mr. Stroka is was” Detective Marc Dicurrently on the Executive Nardo” of the Jersey City
Board of the NJ Vehicle Police Department.
Theft Investigator’s Association. He is also a member of the National Association of Professional Insurance Investigators Association in the State of New
Jersey and a former Vice
President of the NJ Chapter
Mr. Stroka is being rec- of the National Association
ognized for his continuously of Certified Fraud Examingenerous and voluntary ers.
Mr. Stroka was the
efforts throughout this past
year to benefit both our orCheck out our
Detective
ganization and our charitaMarc
DiNardo,
ble efforts . Notably, Mr.
Gala Dinner Dance photos
Badge 2771, a
Stroka, and his wife Kim,
By visiting our website at
10 year veteran
initiated and coordinated
http://www.iapsnj.org
of the Jersey
this year’s Bowling for SpeCity Police Decial Olympics charity event,
partment who
which was a great success
and another great addition 2004-2005 recipient of the was assigned to the Emerprestigious Ralph Schreiber gency Service Unit, died
to our charitable efforts.
Mr. Stroka is presently Award for outstanding ser- from gunshot wounds he
the President and operator vice in the field of auto theft received when he and four
of Advanced Technology investigations. He is also on other officers were shot
Investigations, Inc., a suc- the Board of Trustees for while attempting to apprecessful private investigation the nearly four thousand hend two suspects wanted
company
headquartered member Italian American for robbing and shooting a
out of Holmdel, NJ. Mr. Police Society of NJ and is citizen.
Detective DiNardo was
Stroka has over 30 years of a member and participant in
investigative experience in several other law enforce- described by his fellow offiboth the public and private ment organizations and the cers as “a special person
sector.
His professional Monmouth County 200 who didn’t hesitate to face
danger to protect others.”
education includes numer- Club.

Chief Tom Comey of the
Jersey City Police Department referred to Detective
DiNardo as a man of
“moral excellence”.
Detective DiNardo, 37,
who leaves behind a wife,
"Aristotle once said
that 'moral excellence
comes about as a
result of habit.' We
become just by doing
just acts, temperate by
doing temperate acts,
and brave by doing
brave acts. This
exemplifies the life and
service of Marc
DiNardo," Comey said.
"There aren't many
amongst us who leave
each person we
encounter with nothing
but positive thoughts
and praise. But, that
was Marc."

Chief Tom Comey

Mary, and three young children, gave the ultimate sacrifice in the service to his
community and in the protection of others at his own
personal peril and we are
extremely proud to be able
to recognize him with our
Medal of Honor.

SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS 1981 “EDWARDS RULE”
This past February, the Supreme
Court in a 9-0 decision overturned a strict
rule that barred police from questioning a
suspect once he had asked to remain
silent and to speak with a lawyer.
Under the famous Miranda decision a
crime suspect who invokes his “right to

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

remain silent” can now be questioned
again after 14 days. And, if he freely
agrees to talk then, his incriminatory
statements can be used against him.
Regarding the rule, Justice Antonin
Scalia stated that “if there has been a
“break in custody” and the suspect has

gone free, the police should be allowed to
speak with him after a period of time.”
Scalia further stated; “It seems
to us that period is 14 days’”. That provides plenty of time for the suspect to get
reacclimated to his normal life and to consult with friends and counsel.”
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BA L L I S T I C V E S T P RO G R A M
One of the
many charitable
ventures of the
Italian American
Police Society of
New Jersey, in
conjunction with
our New Jersey
Police Officers
Foundation fund
raising campaign,
is our Ballistic
Vest give-away. This is a
presentation of a
bullet proof vest to

members of our
organization who
are not provided
one by their department. We average 10 vests
per year. All that
is needed is for a
member to fill out
an application.
An application
is selected randomly, about once
a month.
Over the last
several years

Something to
think about.
What happens
if you get
scared half to
death—
twice?
"You may
observe that all
who attain great
power and
riches, make
use of either
force or fraud;
and what they
have acquired
either by deceit
or violence"
c.1524 Niccolo
Machiavelli

Testing one of the first bullet proof vests.

Richard Giacobone Jr.
New Milford PD
Patrick Romano
US Immigration & Customs Enforcement
Anthony Benanti
Nutley PD
Paul Segro
Morris County Sheriff's Dept.
Patricia Grace
Domenico Calise
US Customs & Border Protection
Ryan Williams
Hanover Twp. PD
Jason Ferreira

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

since the start of
this program we
are honored to
have given out
over 70 vests. As
you all know
these protective
vests can save an
officer's life.

(Bloomfield PD)

Anthony Nigro
Jr.

Congratulations to
all our winners

Salvatore Locasio
(Elmwood Park PD)

Chris Gialanella
(Newark PD)
Amanda ParrilloMarkt
John Sisto, (Morris County
Chairman of our
Sheriff’s Office)
Ballistic Vest Pro- Anthony
gram, reports that Fugnetti
the following indi(Moonachie PD)
viduals were
some of the win- John Pierotti, Jr.
ning recipients of (Fairview PD)
this past year’s
Gino Izzo
free ballistic vest
(Essex County
program. Each
Sheriff’s Office)
winner receives
Dan Pronti
one Gator Hawk
(Montclair PD)
3A Vest with a
Spare Carrier.

Parsippany Troy Hills PD
Michael Coletta
Maplewood PD
Robert Linardi
Cliffside Park PD
Mauro DeGennaro
Bergen County Sheriffs Department
Rocco Cammalleri
Bergen County Sheriffs Department
Edward Orlando
Union County PD
Thomas Zelante
Morris County Prosecutors Office
Philip Agosta
Woodbridge PD
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P A S TA N I G H T T O B E N E F I T S P E C I A L O L Y M P I C S
- C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 1 in a sharing of gifts, skills
and friendship with their
families, other Special
Olympics athletes and
the community.
And once
again, the
IAPSNJ is a
proud Platinum Sponsor
of Special
Olympics.
Well, our
own
“Sausage
King” and
“Gravy Master” (yes, we
call it gravy) are gearing
up, along with the rest of
our dysfunctional kitchen
crew to once again put
together an all-you-caneat homemade Italian
Feast that ranks second
to none. There will be
plenty of beer, soda, water available but please
feel free you like, bring
along a few bottles of
your own favorite of red
or white to complement
your meal.

This year’s event will
be held on May 8th at
6:00 p.m. at the spacious United Food and
Commercial Workers
Hall, Union Local 464A,

MAY
8th

per person and are available by contacting either:

Jerry Onnembo
(201) 952-1700

fortably accommodates
approximately 400 people and we have had a
full house each and
every time. So, don’t
delay, buy your ticket
quickly. You’ll be happy
you did.

245 Paterson Avenue,
or
Little Falls, New Jersey.
Mombo92@aol.com
We will also have music, comedic entertainment, assorted pastas,
or/and
Mangia! Grande
meatballs, sausage, pepcibo, i buoni amici, un
pers and onions, antitempo meraviglioso per
Joe Rutigliano
pasti, salads, desserts,
tutto.
beer and soda and more.
(201) 939-5469
Come on out and Join us
or
for a memorable evening
WRChief@optonline.
of great food and drink
net
with old and new friends,
and all for a great cause.
Like many of our
Tickets are priced at events this one is always
a very reasonable 35.00 a sell out. The Hall com-

W AT C H T H O S E P E D E S T R I A N S
Under a law signed by outgoing Gov. Jon S. Corzine, drivers will risk $200 tickets, 15-day community-service
sentences and four points if they fail to bring their vehicles to complete stops at crosswalks to allow pedestrians to
pass in front of them. Currently, motorists must only yield, a factor that may have helped boost pedestrian fatalities
to 157 last year – nearly 14 percent more than in 2008. Three years in the making, the new standard requires drivers to wait until pedestrians reach opposite lanes before accelerating again. In addition, the law allows walkers to
finish crossing even if a traffic light changes before they reach the curb. Motorists who are turning at a crosswalk
also must stop and wait for pedestrians to cross. The law also reinforces limitations already placed on walkers.
They, too, risk $200 fines and community service if they fail to yield the right-of-way to motorists anywhere except at
crosswalks, but there is no driving-point penalty for this jaywalking offense. And the new requirement bars pedestrians from leaving "a curb or other place of safety" by walking or running "into the path of a vehicle which is so close
that it is impossible for the driver to yield or stop," according to the bill signed by Corzine.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY: BILL SCHIEVELLA

As this newsletter
is published we anxiously
wait to enjoy the much
deserved spring weather.
As you read this column,
our Society held another
hugely successful Gala
Benefit Dinner Dance on
March 27th at The Fiesta.
We honored some of the
areas best and brightest
Italian Americans for
their contributions to our
state. We were honored
to have the beautiful and
talented Channel 12
News Anchorwoman
Alicia Vitarelli as well as
Nutley Commissioner
and Businessman Al
Petracco, US Marshals
Service Chief Inspector
William Plitt and NJ State
PBA President Anthony
Wieners join us to accept
the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey’s 2010 Awards. We
also recognized two of
our own special Executive Board Members, Joseph Rutigliano and
John Stroka, for a lifetime of service to others
and presented a posthumous honor to hero Jersey City Police Detective
Marc DiNardo who gave

his life in the line of duty.
I would like to thank Gala
Committee Chairman
Alan Sierchio and his
committee for a job well
done. As always the
event was outstanding.
During the winter
I had the distinct pleasure of traveling throughout our area to visit with
other Italian American
law enforcement organizations to share fellowship, fun and important
issues uniting us as Italian American police officers. In January, I attended the Hartford, CT
Police Department’s Italian Officers Association’s
Annual Dinner. This organization of one hundred and sixty young Italian American police officers is vibrant and well
respected in Connecticut.
I spent time meeting with
the members of the Executive Board to discuss
mutually important issues
and plans for the future.
Also in February Executive Board member John
Comparetto and I traveled to Boston for the
Massachusetts Association of Italian American
Police Officers Annual
Awards Dinner. We enjoyed the gracious hospitality of this group at their
dinner which honored
members of the Armed
Forces killed in action
from Massachusetts as
well as police officers
who exhibited bravery

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

and heroism. At this dinner, our organization was
honored at the dais by
our brothers and sisters
in Massachusetts for our
hard work and dedication. It was also a pleasure to see our old friend
Sheriff James DiPaola
from Middlesex County
Massachusetts and to
meet Middlesex County
District Attorney Gerry
Leone. DA Leone is a
talented young Italian
American who is obviously a rising star in New
England. I also had the
pleasure of meeting with
the newly elected President and Vice President
of the NYPD Columbia
Association to discuss
working together in new
ways in the coming year.
Back at home our
organization continues to
enjoy a growing membership and the Executive
Board works hard at improving programs and
generating energy for
new committees and programs. I want to thank
our members for always
taking the time to promote our organization.
These coming months
are going to be difficult
ones for public sector
workers here in New Jersey. The PBA and FOP
are vigilantly watching
over our pensions and
other rights in Trenton
and I ask all members to
pay close attention to
developments to protect

their rights. I want to
thank our Executive Secretary and Editor Patrick
Minutillo for keeping us
up to date on Legislative
issues.
I had the opportunity to meet with our new
Attorney General Paula
Dow as the President of
the IAPSNJ. Attorney
General Dow has a record of being a tremendous supporter of law
enforcement in her tenure as the Essex County
Prosecutor and we are
very excited that Governor Christie has selected
her to be New Jersey’s
Chief Law Enforcement
Officer.
Finally I would
like to thank you for the
opportunity to serve as
your President. I invite
you to take an active role
in our organization and
bring a friend to attend a
membership meeting and
consider joining a committee. Please be safe
and always wear your
vest!
Fraternally yours,
Bill Schievella, President

Middlesex County, Mass.
District Attorney
Gerard T. Leone, Jr.
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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT SCHIEVELLA

BIG BROTHERS & BIG SISTERS CHRISTMAS PARTY 2009
This past Saturday's holiday
party was another big success
despite the snowstorm that covered New Jersey. More than 165
children attended the party and
were treated to pizza, cupcakes,
face painting and of course Santa
and Mrs Claus. Thanks to our
Committee there were plenty of
lovely gifts for all of the kids. As
in the past our friends at American Legion Post 155 in Whippany

donated the $2000 fee for the
room back to the IAPSNJ as a
charity.
I would like to thank Joe Simonetti, John Lazzara, Al Attanasio, Vinnie Nardone,
Nick
Incanella, Pete Serrone, Ron
Sepe, Mike Puzio, Sebbie
D'Amato, Pat Minutillo, John
Sisto, Committee Chairmen Jerry
Onnembo and Joe Rutigliano, Joe

Puso-Parsippany PD, Al Deklar-Morris Co. Sheriffs Office, Charlie
Brady--Morris Co. Prosecutors
Office and Tom Zaph from Macy's
Corporate for helping to make the
event a success.
I want to also thank Senator
Anthony Bucco and Assemblyman Anthony Bucco Jr. for attending the party to wish everyone a Merry Christmas.

IAPSNJ CHARTER MEMBERS RETIRE FROM
L Y N D H U R S T P O L I C E D E PA R T M E N T
After a long and distinguished
career with the Lyndhurst Police
Department, Lieutenant Nicholas
Valiante announced his retirement from the force this past
Spring. Lt. Valiante joined the
LPD on August 27, 1984. Lt. Valiante was promoted to Sergeant
on December13, 1996, and then
to Lieutenant on March 31, 2006.
During his tenure, Lt. Valiante
served as a firearms
instructor, as a liaison to the Crisis Response Team and was an
original member of the LPD Special Response Team.
Thank you both for all your
contributions to the IAPSNJ.

Also, following a long and distinguished career with the Lyndhurst Police
Department, Sergeant Christopher Valiante announced his retirement this past
Spring. Sgt. Valiante joined the LPD on
Nov. 11, 1974. Sgt. Valiante was promoted to Detective on Jan. 5, 1998, and
then to the rank of Sergeant on Sept. 13,
2007. During his tenure, Sgt. Valiante
served as President of PBA Local 202, a
position he held for 20 years. Prior to
joining the LPD, Sgt. Valiante proudly
served with the US
Army 11th Infantry Regiment during the
Vietnam War.
We wish both Lt. Valiante and Sgt.
Valiante the best of health, luck and
success in all their future endeavors.

L Y N D H U R S T P. D . ’ S L I E U T E N A N T J E R O M E
ONNEMBO RETIRES AFTER 39 YEARS
Lt. Jerome Onnembo
has retired from the Lyndhurst Police Department
following 39 years of distinguished service to his community. Lt. Onnembo, who
is the father of IAPSNJ 2nd
V.P. Jerry Onnembo, began
his career in 1970 and was
most recently assigned Supervisor of the LPD Traffic
Division.
Lt. Onnembo is the re-

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

cipient of numerous
awards, including those
for life saving, valor and
traffic enforcement. He
was also chosen as Lyndhurst’s Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year.
We wish Lt. Onnembo the best of health,
luck and success in all his
future endeavors.

I would also like to thank
Laura Schievella and all her Elves
from the Attanasio, Nardone,
Serrone, DeKlar, and D'Amato
families for working with the gifts.
Of course a special thanks to
Santa and Mrs. Claus Marylin and
Daniel Schievella for doing such a
great job with the kids.
Thanks

Congratulations to
Jim Durkin of the
Paterson Police
Department on his
appointment as
President of the
Honor Legion of
New Jersey. The
Italian American
Police Society of
New Jersey Executive Board wishes
him well and we
will continue to
work closely with
his Executive
Board.

Trivia Question
Q: This large moneycenter bank, formally
named the Bank of
Italy, was established
by Amadeo Pietro
Giannini, the son of
Genoese immigrants.
This bank was the
largest commercial
bank in the world
during the 1930s. Name
this present-day bank.
Find answer in this
issue.
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS
BY: PATRICK MINUTILLO

Spring is finally here!!!
La primavera e bella,
buon riddnce ad inverno.
The golf clubs are back
in the car trunk and ready
for another mediocre (but
enjoyable) season. I’m
sorry cold weather lovers, but I hate winter
more and more every
year.
If you can believe the
economists and other
assorted prognosticators,
the recession that has
haunted us for the past
couple of years is near
an end and that we
should be seeing a slow
but continuously improving recovery. Of course,
the economic exigencies
that presented themselves forced us to wake
up and take a much
closer look at the state of
our pension system.
That’s probably a positive
thing, unfortunately we
found that our public pension system is in a much
more precarious condition than we would have
imagined.
During the past few
months many of the

week of 2010, legislation
abuses that have been
which would have alsucking our system dry
have been identified and lowed just such municipal
deferrals had been introexposed, both in the
press and through critical duced (S-3136) and has
fortunately been stalled
state reports and promin the State Legislature
ised gubernatorial redespite lobbying from
views. It appears that
urban mayors.
this is only the tip of the
iceberg. It’s become
At the end of 2009 our
clear that our legislature chronically under funded
must strengthen the pen- pension fund was valued
sion system’s ridiculously at $66.7 BILLION, about
flimsy safeguards that
$34 BILLION shy of it’s
are supposed to protect liability. As a matter of
our system against those fact, at that same time
abuses and
New Jersey was paying
improprieties
$1.3 MILLION in penthat are being
exposed on a
“It should be kept in mind that
regular basis.
the economic crisis didn't
It’s also
create all our pension
quite interesting that some
problems, but merely exposed
municipalities
the rot in the system that had
that have been
been there for many years.”
crying that
they can’t
As Warren Buffett most
meet their
famously said, "you only know
pension obliwho's swimming naked when
gations have
been funneling
the tide goes out".
undeserving
people into the
pension syssions to 62 retirees who
tem, sometimes in
work for private groups or
fraudulent manners to
organizations, many with
serve their own purstrong political ties.. Colposes, as was recently
uncovered in Gloucester lectively, employees of
about 17 private groups
County. Disgusting!!!
are eligible for state penKeep that in mind when
sions. All this while our
you hear some of our
system is in a dire fiscal
elected officials or municipalities pushing for a condition. To add insult
“pension holiday”. Inter- to injury, as Governor
estingly , during the first Jon Corzine was leaving
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office he decided to
make a raft of last-minute
appointments, placing
dozens of Democratic
loyalists on sometimes
esoteric state boards that
in some cases will allow
those individuals to maintain and boost their public pensions. It’s sad,
because just such appointments had been
previously singled out by
that same administration
as targets for reform efforts due to concerns
about the stated escalation of the state’s pension
obligations. Jeez!!! And
you wonder why our pension system is in such a
mess.
At the start of 2010, in
February, the Legislature
introduced several significant “Pension and Benefit Reform” bills, (S-2, S3, S-4 and SCR-1) which
undoubtedly will have
some impact on law enforcement personnel,
particularly future hires.
I have addressed that
issue a little further on
page 3 of this issue.
We’ll, I certainly don’t
profess to have the
knowledge, skills or ability to offer advice on how
to resolve this problem,
but one does not have to
be a genius to recognize
the seriousness and possible consequences
should this problem not
be properly addressed in
an realistic and expedient
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Italians Can Celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day Too
Maybe of more interof Italian or Irish heritage.
Italians will use any
est to some, according to
excuse for a festival and The best facts I could
research by the Amerifind indicated that St.
St. Patrick's Day is no
Patrick was born in what can Heart Association,
exception. Although it's
Guinness may be as eftoday would be called
not widely celebrated,
fective as a daily aspirin
you will find St. Patrick's Great Britain. He was
kidnapped by Irish brig- in reducing the blood
Day festivities in many
parts of Italy, especially ands and brought to Ire- clots that cause heart
land at the age of 16. He attacks. The benefits
in the north. Florence
come from antioxidants,
hosts several days of live later escaped to Gaul
music
and
dancing,
and of
course,
food and
drink. In
Rome,
you can
attend
the Irish
Celtic
Ball or
join in on On March 17th IAPSNJ Members and Friends enjoy an Annual Saint
Patrick’s Day Get Together at O’neil’s Restaurant and Pub in Verona
8 hours
of pub
crawling on March 17 or (France) and returned to which the researchers
18, with 20 euros getting his homeland. Because say reduce cholesterol
you all the Guinness, la- no one in the 5th Century deposits on arterial walls.
ger beer or wine you can was known as British,
I don’t know about
drink in an hour plus Irish Patrick can be more ac- you, but that sounded
curately called a Celtic
dancing and singing.
convincing enough for
There’s always a de- Briton, who was the son me to enjoy a Guinness
of a low-level Roman offi- or two on St. Patrick’s
bate on this day as to
Day.
whether St. Patrick was cial.

EDITOR’S COMMENTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
manner. I certainly
don’t envy the enormous task that our new
Governor has in front of
him. It will obviously
take a lot of time, patience and perseverance to turn the tide on
this situation and I certainly wish him the best
of luck and success for
the sake of our pension

system and our State.
tion and remember it’s
just my opinion.
Every day there
seems to be a new controversy concerning our
pension system complete
with a lot of misinformation and fear mongering.
My suggestion, keep
yourselves informed.
Thanks again and see
you in the Summer edi-
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The “IAPSNJ
Newsletter” is an official
publication of the Italian
American Police Society of
New Jersey, P.O. Box
352, Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071. This publication
is mailed to our General
Membership and selected
readers from throughout
New Jersey on no less
than a quarterly basis and
is made available by way
of our website at
http://www.iapsnj.org.
No portion of this
publication may be reproduced, altered from its
original content, or distributed in any way, shape or
form without the expressed
written consent of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey. In some
cases pictures, commentary or articles may be
used wholly or in part
within the context of this
publication. In all such
cases full credit shall be
extended to the photographer, writer and or publication.
As always, you
may contact us in a variety
of manners including telephone, regular mail or preferably, email:
1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office)
PMinutillo@verizon.net
www.iapsnj.org (web site)
All communications must be accompanied
by the writers name, return
address and telephone
numbers.
Executive /Secretary &
Editor:
Patrick Minutillo
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES IN
I N T E R N A L A F FA I R M A T T E R S
grams
aimed
at providing
Joe Simonetti
John Sisto
all the
necessary information
Whether you’re the
pertaining to Internal AfChief of Police, an administrative officer, union fairs.
representative or the
The first program is
newest patrolman on the entitled, “PROTECTING
department it is clearly in YOUR MEMBERS
your best interest to
RIGHTS”know and understand the “Understanding the AttorNew Jersey Attorney
ney General’s Guidelines
General’s Guidelines on Regarding Internal AfInternal Affairs.
fairs Investigations”.
It’s appears inevitable,
This program is prithat no matter what your marily focuses on the
position is in your agency many rules and requireyou will unfortunately
ments pertaining to the
have to deal with these
internal affairs process.
issues at some point in
This program would be
your career.
particularly valuable for
everyone from the Chief
IAPSNJ Executive
of Police to the first line
Board Members, Chief
supervisor. Union repreJohn Sisto (Ret.) and
sentatives should also be
Deputy Chief Joseph
aware of the processes
Simonetti (Ret.), are
involved. Included in this
making available to all
law enforcement person- program is a detailed exnel two new training pro- planation of the suspenTOUGH ON RETIREES
There will be NO Social Security Cost of Living raise for
2010 and probably for 2011.
As you know, there was NO
Cost of Living increase in
your 2010 pension check
either.
Medicaid premiums are
going up approx. $285.60 for
the next 2-years and You will
not get that 3% COLA: $660
per year that you may have
counted on. Your total 2-yr
loss and cost in Social Security alone is $1,600 or $3,200
for husband and wife.
UGH!!!

sion process, allegations
of misconduct and criminality, required documentation, rights of the suspect officer, notice of
charges and hearings,
the 45-day-rule, handling
of citizen complaints, expectation of officer privacy, polygraphs, officer
immunity, the role of the
county prosecutor and
much, much more.
The second program,
“PROCEDURAL
RIGHTS IN THE DISCIPLINARY PROCESS”
focuses on issues all officers should be aware of,
regardless of their rank
or position in their respective agencies. Clear
and in depth explanations of the “Garrity
Rule”, “Gardner v. Broderick”, “Weingarten
Rights”, the role of the
Union Representative in
disciplinary interviews,
the “Exclusionary Rule”
in disciplinary cases, the

Italian Rituals and Superstitions —
Concepts of the Evil Eye
are some of the most ancient
and prevalent superstitions of
the entire Mediterranean.
Every culture seems to have
their own version of the Evil
Eye and their own ways to
combat it. One thing they all
have in common is that the
Evil Eye is caused by jealousy
and envy. By coveting somebody's possessions or more
importantly admiring another

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

use of entrapment to
gain evidence, “Miranda
Rights” in a use of force
setting, the Constitutional
Rights of an officer who
has been involved in the
use of deadly force, and
again, much more.
Don’t be left out and
in the dark, simply relying
on others to do the right
thing when it comes to
something this important.
You should know where
you stand when it comes
to disciplinary procedural
requirements and these
programs can help provide you with that knowledge.
To learn more about
these programs you
can contact Chief Sisto
at jsisto@optonline.net
or 973-689-6646 and/or
D/Chief Joe Simonetti
at jsdc1@aol.com or
(973) 981-8929.

The Evil Eye (Malocchio)

family's newborn baby can
cause a curse, even if the
envious person did not mean
it. A grandmother tells the
story of how her daughter
was the victim of the Evil Eye
as an infant and got some
type of "sleeping sickness"
where she could hardly stay
awake.
She took her baby to a
local woman who could perform a test by dropping olive

oil in a plate of water. The oil
formed one large drop in the
middle of the plate- a sure
sign of the Evil Eye, but after
chanting the right prayers that
only women are allowed to
know, the oil broke up into
tiny droplets and spread out.
This ritual broke the
curse of the Evil Eye and her
daughter was said
to have gotten better immediately.
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“To Protect and Serve”

TOPIC: Under Age Drinking

By: Joseph Pangaro

There are some
things our society struggles to deal with effectively. One of the most
topical problems is that
of under age drinking.
Most of us have some
experience in this area,
either as a practitioner
and consumer of alcohol
while being underage, as
a parent of an underage
drinker or as a tragic victim in a situation that resulted from underage
drinking.
The consumption of
alcoholic beverages is
ingrained in our culture.
We drink socially, we
drink to celebrate, and
we drink just for the sake
of drinking. For safety
and quality of life issues
we regulate what you
can do while you’re
drinking. The DWI driving
laws were enacted to
make sure a drunk driver
doesn’t kill you and your
family. In many municipalities you can not walk
around with bottles of
beer in your hand or
while you are intoxicated.

Other than that we are
very accepting of alcohol
use. Our children and
young adults under age
21 see the way we treat
it and they want to be a
part of it. Unfortunately
many young people are
not prepared for the effects of alcohol consumption or the consequences that sometimes
accompany a night of
drinking.
The reality of underage drinking that I and
other officers have experienced is the bad side
of drinking. The perception of underage drinking
parties is that they are
places where young people can let their hair
down, have a few drinks
and relax. Sometimes
that’s exactly what happens. In many instances
that relaxed atmosphere
only lasts until the first
beer fueled fist fight. An
eighteen year old young
man bumps into another
young guy who has just
finished off a six pack
and he takes offense to
the bump. Out come the
beer muscles and the
next thing you know one
of the guys is seriously
injured. Other problems
include the young ladies
who go to these parties
with the intent to have
fun, meet some people,
have a few drinks and
enjoy themselves. Unfortunately on too many occasions these young la-
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dies are assaulted, by
other fun seeking underage drinkers. That’s
where the police are usually called, to clean up
the mess or at least try to
piece together who did
what to whom.
The police are often
criticized for breaking up
these parties. “Leave the
kids alone, their just
drinking a few beers.”
That’s what we hear.
That’s easy to say when
you don’t have to knock
on a door at 3 AM and
tell a parent that their 19
year old son or daughter
is dead, killed in a DWI
crash, or call them to the
hospital because their
daughter has been sexually assaulted. These are
the things the police see
everyday.
The experience of
many officers I have spoken to reveals these underage drinkers don’t just
drink a few “cold ones”
and play some cards.
They pack a house with
100 or more people and
drink until they lose control. What doesn’t make
the news stories about
the police shutting down
these types of parties are
the countless times they
have had to send some
20 year old kid to the
hospital because he or
she was so drunk they
almost died. The police
are not out to ruin the fun
of young people. They

are out there trying to
protect them from the
very real, very dangerous
side of underage drinking. No matter what
some people say, underage drinking is a problem. I know, I’ve seen the
tragic results too many
times. This is a growing
problem that we can not
afford to ignore.
What do you think?
Let me know.
Lt. Joseph Pangaro is a
co-commander of the
patrol bureau and serves
as the lead training instructor for his department. He teaches at the
Monmouth Police Academy, is MOI certified,
and holds the title of Certified Public Manager
(CPM) after graduation
from the CPM program
by the New Jersey Human Resources Institute
through FairleighDickenson University. In
his spare time, Lt. Pagnaro writes a weekly
newspaper column on
police work as well as
being published in NJ
Cops Magazine and the
FBI's world wide bulletin.
He can be contacted at:

jpangaro@yahoo.com
Would you like to submit an article to the
IAPSNJ Newsletter?
Contact the Editor at
PMinutillo@verizon.net
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Giovanni Falcone Remembered at U.S. Supreme Court
Senior officials on both sides of the Atlantic praise his legacy
The legacy and
contributions of Italian Magistrate Giovanni Falcone, who built
bridges across the Atlantic in
his quest to destroy the Mafia,
were recalled at a seminar
held at the U.S. Supreme
Court. Judge Falcone was
killed on May 23, 1992, together with his wife and three
of his bodyguards, by a bomb
that blew up a section of a
highway near Palermo's airport
just as his car was passing. He
was 53 years old. His assassination and that of his colleague Paolo Borsellino two
months later, became a turning point in Italy’s fight against
the mafia.
Judge Arthur J. Gajarsa of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit organized
the event in collaboration with
the Embassy of Italy. Judge
Gajarsa recalled what Falcone
had told him once that “a
country ruled by law will last
forever, a country ruled by
men will crumble.” Gajarsa

who was then an attorney in
private practice, said that
those words took on a special
meaning when he became a
judge.
Judge Giannicola Sinisi, the
Justice Attaché at the Embassy of Italy, introduced the
event’s speakers which included among others three
Supreme Court Justices, the
Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security, and the
Deputy Attorney General of
the U.S. Department of Justice.
Chief Justice John Roberts,
who welcomed the guests,
said that it was “our privilege
to honor today here in our
Court.” Justice Samuel Alito
spoke about the negative image that the mafia has given
Italian Americans and that it
was “vitally important for
Americans to know about Giovanni Falcone.” “Italy and the
U.S. are a better place because of his contributions.”
Janet Napolitano, the Secretary of the Department of

This sign appeared in post offices and in government buildings
during World War
II. The sign designates Japanese,
German, and
Italian, the languages of the Axis
powers, as enemy
languages.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Homeland Security, noted that
Falcone’s vision was alive and
well at her Department. David
Ogden, the Deputy Attorney
General for the U.S. Department of Justice, said that “his
life had made him a hero not
his death.” The new Italian
Ambassador to Washington,
Giulio Terzi di Sant’Agata,
praised the continued collaboration between Italy and the
United States in the investigation of international organized
crime. Judge Falcone, he
said, "was a true representative of a modern judiciary, effective in preventing and combating the scourge of organized crime."
William Sessions, a former
Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, recalled the
close cooperation between the
FBI and law enforcement in
Italy during the time of Falcone’s investigation and
prosecution of the biggest mafia trial. John Pistole, the current Deputy Director of the
FBI, recalled his involvement
in the investigation following
Kudos
to Lt.

Daniel
Sollitti of
the Jersey
City P.D.
for his charity fundraising efforts by participating, and raising $800,
in the Spinning Nation
Indoor Cycling Ride on
February 27, 2010.
The charity helps raise
money to benefit the

Falcone’s assassination and
the excellent cooperation
which developed between the
FBI and the Italian National
Police.
Also speaking at the seminar were Vincenzo Scotti, Italy’s Vice-Minister for Foreign
Affairs, and Claudio Martelli,
who was the Minister of Justice when Falcone was transferred from Palermo to Rome
to work on strategies to combat the mafia, including the
establishing of a chief antimafia prosecutor.
Justice Antonin Scalia, who
concluded the program, recalled once meeting Falcone
and his wife for dinner at a
restaurant in Palermo. He
said that Falcone “had stepped
forward to do what good men
had to do.” “All good causes
have their martyrs,” said
Scalia, “Falcone became a
martyr to the cause of justice.
Glory and honor to his name.”
Reprinted from: Ciao America/October 29, 2009
physical and mental rehabilitation of the men
and women who serve
in our armed forces.
Learn more about
Ride 2 Recovery by visiting their site at :
www.ride2recovery.com
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A Brief History of Chocolate in Italy
Revised Excerpt from Con Amore
Christopher Columbus tasted chocolate on
his fourth voyage to the New World in 1502.
The beans were held in such high regard that
the Aztecs used them for money. Even so, Columbus did not bring the beans back with him to
Spain. He saved that honor for Hernán Cortés,
the Spanish explorer who sent the beans to
Spain in 1528, along with instructions on how to
make the chocolate drink—pound the roasted
beans in water, sweeten with honey, thicken
with cornstarch, and add cayenne pepper for
flavor.
The drink was said to provide a day’s worth
of energy, and it quickly became the drink of
royalty in Spain. Some claim that, initially, the
Catholic Church condemned the chocolate
drink as frivolous and a dangerous stimulant,
going so far as to prohibit its consumption during Lent and fasting. Other accounts relate that
chocolate was allowed during fasting as liquid
nutrition.
Around 1600, Francesco Carletti of Florence, in a report on his voyage to South America, wrote about the cocoa bean and how it was
used to make a chocolate beverage. In 1678,
Giovanni Antonio Ari, a chef in northern Italy,
was selling a chocolate drink, bavarese; and in
the early 1700s, a hot mixture of chocolate, coffee, and milk was being sold at a café in Torino.
Named bicerin after the small glass cup with
metal handle it was served in, today coffeehouses in Torino still serve the layered drink of

by: Janice Therese Mancuso
espresso, chocolate, and cream.
For over 100 years, Spain held a monopoly
on trading the beans, but by 1728, English and
Dutch smugglers helped spread the cocoa
beans throughout Europe. In the mid-1700s, a
steam engine was used for grinding cocoa
beans and by the early nineteenth century, a
method to extract the cocoa butter from the
beans had been discovered, allowing for the
sale of chocolate paste and solid chocolate.
Right around that same time, gianduja—the
chocolate and hazelnut paste—was created in
Torino during Carnival season and named after
a popular carnival character. Its popularity is
evident today in America’s supermarkets as
Nutella®. Another very popular Italian chocolate
from the region of Umbria is Baci®, loosely
translated as “kiss” in Italian. Created in 1922,
the chocolate confections were hand wrapped
in love notes, a romantic tradition that continues
today.
Author, journalist, and instructor, Janice
Therese Mancuso is the founder of Thirty-One
Days of Italians, a nationwide educational program that promotes Italian American history
and culture. In 2004, Janice began writing and
publishing Tutto Italiano, a monthly enewsletter about everything Italian, and she is a
contributing writer for the Italian Historical Society of America and La Gazzetta Italiana, a nationwide Italian American newspaper.

HERE’S AN INTERESTING EXCERPT FROM A NEW YORK TIMES OPINION ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN 1995
THE ARTICLE: “IN AMERICA; WHITMAN STEALS THE FUTURE”
“Many of the gains made over a quarter of
a century are in danger of slipping away because the current Governor, Christine Todd
Whitman, has chosen to finance her political
ambitions with a popular buy-now, pay-later
economic policy that will place a financial
stranglehold on future generations of New
Jerseyans.
This is best illustrated by Mrs. Whitman's
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decision to withhold billions of dollars that
should be going into the public employee
pension funds over the next few years, and
using the bulk of that money to balance the
state budget. Then, with an audacity that
dazzles her supporters and even draws
grudging admiration from opponents, Mrs.
Whitman smiles and characterizes the withheld funds as savings.

Of course, they are not "savings" -- not in
any sense of the word. The pension obligations at some point will come due and future
generations will have to meet them.
Not only will the money have to be made
up, but future taxpayers will be deprived of
the income that the money -- if properly invested now -- would be expected to generate.”
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HARTFORD CONNECTICUT POLICE
DEPARTMENT (IOA)
ITALIAN OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION DINNER

STAY IN TOUCH
Still on the job, retired,
moved away? It doesn’t
matter! Stay informed
and in touch with what
is going on with your
brothers and sisters in
the IAPSNJ as well as in
many other areas of law
enforcement.
If you’ve been putting
off renewing your membership, this is a great
time to do it.
Please don’t fall off the
radar, we’d hate to lose
you as part of our
family.

“The Italian American Police Society
of New Jersey”
is now on

Facebook
Join the Group and
stay up to date on
upcoming meetings
and events.

IAPSNJ PresiItalian ancestry.
ganization travels to
On Saturday,
The organization
NYC to march in the dent Bill Schievella
January 30, 2010
was established
Columbus Day Pa- was able to attend
one of our sister
their Dinner Dance
three years ago and rade.
organizations, the
Hartford Police Ital- conduct monthly
There is also a this year and was
also inian Officer’s
vited by
Association,
the IOA
held their orto be
ganization’s
part of
Annual Dinner
their
Dance at
proManeeley’s,
located at 65
gram.
Rye Street,
Plans
South WinIAPSNJ President Schievella poses with the Hartford PD IOA Executive
are beBoard. From Left: IOA Pres. David Marinelli, Pres. Schievella, V.P. Theo- ing
dsor, CT.
dore Sposito, Hartford PD Chaplain, Secretary Giovanni Dicenso, Sgt. at
made
The organiArms Anthony Rinaldi and Treasurer Jonas Riccitelli.
for both
zation is comColumbus Day Pa- of our organizations
prised of approximeetings, softball
rade in Hartford CT to participate in
mately 160 memsome mutual activiin which they also
bers of the Hartford, games and an Annual Dinner Dance. participate in every ties during this comCT Police DepartEach year the orment who are of
ing year.
year.
NEW JERSEY AND MASSACHUSETTS ITALIAN AMERICAN
POLICE OFFICERS COME TOGETHER FOR
ITAPO ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

sociation of Italian
IAPSNJ ExecuAnother of our members of the
American Police
tive Board members
sister organizations, Law Enforcement
Officers has distin- were invited to atThe Massachusetts Community, who
are of Italian heriguished itself as
tend this year’s DinAssociation of Italian Ameriner Dance.
can Police
At the event
Officers
several Massa(ITAPO)
chusetts Law
came toEnforcement
gether in
Officer’s were
1968.
honored for
Three
Valor, and sevBoston
eral MassachuPolice
setts military
Officers
personnel were
sought a
honored posthucharter
Members of the Massachusetts Association of Italian American mously for bravand
Police Officers Executive Board with IAPSNJ President Schiev- ery. In addition,
several law enformed a
ella and IAPSNJ Board Member John Comparetto.
forcement offigroup for
cers and civilians
the purpose of pro- tage. In the years
one of the finest
viding a fellowship
since that modest
ethnic organizations received community
and common supbeginning, The
in the United States. service awards.
port mechanism for Massachusetts As-
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IAPSNJ AWARDS COMMITTEE
Long standing members
will no doubt remember our very
popular awards program. Unfortunately, due to various circumstances our organization has been
unable over the past few years to
schedule such a program in order
to properly recognize those acts
by our many members which go
above and beyond the call of duty.
We are very pleased to
announce that at our January Executive Board Meeting it was
voted on and approved that our
organization would once again
recognize and honor those active
members of the IAPSNJ who perform high level acts of bravery or
lifesaving.

Retired officers or civilians
were not forgotten as they may be
nominated for a community service award.
Following a careful and
thorough review by our Awards
Committee, applicants will be notified via regular mail regarding the
status of their nomination. Award
nominations must be submitted
with proper documentation including all incident reports, news articles, and any departmental recognitions regarding the incident.
Awards will be presented
during our regular monthly meetings.
The Awards Committee
consists of Rose Minoughan, John
Comparetto, John Stroka and Vin

Pardee. Rose Minoughan can be
contacted at Ro350@aol.com,
John Comparetto at
Jcode3@aol.com, John Stroka at
JStroka@optonline.net and
Vin Pardee at
dbldown421@aol.com.
Any nominations and/or
inquiries regarding the award
process should be made directly
to one of the aforementioned committee members only.
Please note that these
awards will not be routinely presented. Only after a careful and
detailed review and evaluation of
the submitted documentation by
the Awards Committee will any
applicant be considered for presentation of these prestigious
awards.

CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT THE CLIFTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief Robert Ferreri Retires
Following 35 Years of Service

Gary F. Giardina Assumes the Reins as the
9th Chief of Clifton Police Department

partment for 30 years, named
captain in 2002. He has a
bachelor's degree in criminal
justice from Jersey City State
College — now New Jersey
City University — and a master's degree in administrative
science from Fairleigh Dickinson University. He is also a
certified public manager.
The
City Manager Al Greco praised
Robert
IAPSNJ
is
Ferreri for the "the integrity he
City Manager Al Greco praised
Ferreri
Gary F.
brought to the position … and
proud
to
Giardina as “an innovative thinker
was apGiardina
dedication to good work ethics."
note that
who will lead the department through
pointed
was apboth Chief
tough economic times.”
to the
pointed
Ferreri and
We are very proud
Clifton Police Department
as the
Chief
that Chief Ferreri remains
in September of 1974.
Chief of Police Department
Giardina are long standing
During his career he has a long standing member On Friday, March 26,
members of our organization,
of the IAPSNJ and we
served in virtually every
2010,following the retirement and it’s a fact that Chief
bureau and division in the wish him the best of
of Chief Robert Ferreri.
Giardina has been a loyal
health, luck and success
department, receiving a
Born and raised in Clifton, member over 18 years holdin all his future endeavnumber of citations for
Chief
Giardina, 51, has been ing membership number 58.
ors.
exemplary service. He
a
part
of the City's police deCongratulations Chief!
was appointed as the
eighth Chief of the Clifton
Police Department on
June 1, 2002.
Chief Ferreri retired
effective March 1, 2010,
following 35 years of distinguished service to the
Town of Clifton.
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Suicide Awareness Mandated
for Law Enforcement Recruits
By: Rocco Miscia

Remember

when
relieving stress meant
meeting at the end or
your shift in a secluded
parking lot, or behind a
building, or at a “cop bar”
to have a few drinks, talk
about the events of the
shift, or complain about
that bone-headed decision the road boss
made? Anyone in law
enforcement during the
mid to late 1970’s will
recall
Joseph
Wambaugh’s 1975 novel, The
Choirboys.
The book,
made into a film in 1977,
is a fictional account that
follows a group of Los
Angeles police officers,
both on and off duty, as
they engage in raucous
get-togethers that Wambaugh
euphemistically
coined “choir practices.”
Sarcastically called “choir
practice” to disguise their
true nature from their superior officers, the gatherings involved officers
bonding and relieving
stress with heavy drinking, complaints about
their superior officers,
war stories, and group
sex with a pair of raunchy, “police groupie” barmaids. Cut through the

mischievous and lurid
behavior of the characters, and one important
recurrent theme of the
story is police suicide.
Decades later, in an
effort to stem the tide
that has grown steadily
over the years, psychologists,
mental
health
counselors, and the New
Jersey Police Training Commission
have
teamed up
to address
recruitlevel training in officer suicide.
Commencing July 1,
2010, police academy classrooms
throughout
the
state
will provide
the newlycreated Instructional Unit
1.9, entitled “Suicide
Awareness and Prevention for the Law Enforcement Officer”. The less
than four hour block of
instruction will be implemented and required for
all recruit classes attended by police officers,
sheriff’s officers, correction officers, and special
class two recruits, as well

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

as other specified basic
courses. New Jersey is
the first state to require
such training for its law
enforcement recruits.
Across the country,
an average of 436 law
enforcement
officers
have taken their lives
each year since 2004,
according to the National

Police Suicide Foundation. In New Jersey, 10
law enforcement officers
committed suicide last
year, up from an average
of 7.4 per year between
2003 and 2007, said
Cherie Castellano, program
director
for
Cop2Cop, a state-funded
police counseling service, and the first legislated law enforcement
crisis hotline in the

United States. In 2008,
11 officers took their own
lives, said Castellano,
who also served on the
14-member task force
created by former Governor Jon Corzine to assess and combat the
problem.
A preview draft of the
block of instruction, provided by Police Training
Commission administrator Robert Melson, describes the unit goal:
“Trainees will understand
the causes, symptoms,
warning signs, and risks
associated with officer
suicide, and will explain
appropriate intervention
and prevention strategies
to effectively deal with
this malady.” Additionally, the trainee will be
required to identify various aspects of suicide
including: myths associated with suicide; warning signs associated with
law enforcement suicide;
and stressors that can
motivate thoughts or actions associated with law
enforcement suicide.
The curriculum requires the trainee to be
able to identify the various
professional
resources that can be helpful to an officer who has
suicidal thoughts or intentions.
These resources include the New
(continued on page 19)
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Suicide Awareness Mandated
for Law Enforcement Recruits
By: Rocco Miscia
Jersey Cop2Cop Program which, Prospective instructors are
scheduled to take the train-theaccording to Castellano, has
been identified as the “best prac- trainer course sometime in May.
tice” by US Bureau of Justice As- Castellano stressed that more
important to being a certified insistance funded program, “In
structor, however, are the skill
Harm’s Way,” which held New
sets he or she possesses. “ InJersey as the lead state in the
structors for
country on the
this curricutopic of officer
lum should
suicide. Other
“ Instructors for this
be officers
resources idenwho are
tified in the
curriculum should be
engaged in
training include
mentoring
employer proofficers who are engaged in
and motivided counselvating the
ing; a trusted
mentoring and motivating
recruits on
peer officer or
a regular
supervisor;
the recruits on a regular
basis. This
medical or menwill ensure
tal health
basis. This will ensure they
they carry
evaluaon the
tion/counseling;
carry on the ‘brother’s
‘brother’s
and faith-based
keeper’ theme that pervades
keeper’
counseling and
theme that
chaplain sersuicide prevention for law
pervades
vices.
suicide preAnother porenforcement.”
vention for
tion of the inlaw enforcestruction in“Cherie
Castellano”
ment.”
cludes intervenCurtion techniques
rently, the
and skills using
the AID LIFE acronym. Used by training is optional for veteran offithe military, AID LIFE stands for: cers; but one agency, Newark
Police, is making it mandatory for
ASK if the person is thinking
about suicide, INTERVENE im- all of their officers. Castellano
credited Director Garry McCarthy
mediately, DON”T keep it a sewith recognizing the need for incret, LOCATE help, INFORM
service training and mandating
the chain of command, FIND
the entire Newark PD to attend
someone to stay with the person, the training. “Surveys were exEXPEDITE…..get help now.
tremely positive from Newark
Instructors for the new course PD,” Castellano said of the remust have successfully comturned class evaluations from
pleted the Methods of Instruction those who took the course. She
course and are PTC certified.
hopes that the future of such
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training expands beyond recruit
training and becomes mandatory
for all veteran officers.
Castellano summed up her
thoughts on this training: “Just the
sanctioning of this issue by the
PTC shows that it is important
enough to make it a formal, mandatory training module. This
alone has already made strides
toward de-stigmatizing officer suicide. Since the governor’s task
force was publicized last January,
and given the recent exposure of
this upcoming training, calls have
increased to Cop2Cop.”
Rocco Miscia is the Director of
the Essex County College Police Academy and an IAPSNJ
member. He is also the Secretary/Treasurer of the Police
Academy Directors Association
of NJ. He can be contacted at
Miscia@essex.edu

If you would like to submit an
original article that would be
informative and of interest to
the readers of this
publication please contact
the editor at
PMinutillo@verizon.net
View this Newsletter on line
in full color and with active
links at our website.
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To post a
notice please
send all relevant
information
directly to the
Editor at

PMinutillo@
verizon.net
DATE TO
REMEMBER
Frank Donaghy
Memorial
Pool
Party

August 7, 2010
Mark your
Calendars Now!
This is always a
great family
event.
Come on out
with your family
and enjoy a fun
packed day with
an all you can
eat BBQ, adult
and kid games,
pool access and
much more
while helping
us honor our
long time friend
Frank.
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C ONG R A T U L A T I O N S
Congratulations to
our good friend, former Bergen County
Sheriff and IAPSNJ
member Jay Alpert
on his new position
as Mayor of
Randolph, NJ.
We wish Jay the best
of luck and success
and have no doubt
that Randolph is in
very good hands.

Congratulations to
our long time friend
and supporter

Congratulations to
our Financial Vice
President, Joe

Anthony M.
Bucco

Simonetti , and his

on his new position
as Assemblyman of
the 25 District.
Wishing you a long
and successful tenure in the Assembly.

Best wishes on his
retirement to DEA
Special Agent

Congratulations to
Nick Cascarano,
Port Authority Police,
and his wife, on the
birth of their son

Michael Agrifolio
after 24 1/2 years of
distinguished
service.

Giovanni.

wife, Jennifer, on the
birth of their granddaughter,

Rylee Marie,
on January 11th .
Rilee Marie’s Mom,
Dawn, is an A/P with
the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office.

Congratulations to

Mark Dueur
on his appointment as Chief of
the North Caldwell
Police Department
Feb. 24, 2010.

GET WELL
Rocco L. Miscia,

Klye Chmura

Patti DiMarco

Director of the Essex
County College Police
Academy is quickly
recovering from a recent hip replacement.
See you on the golf
course Rocco.

son of Parsippany
Officer

wife of Retired
Newark Lieutenant

Joe Chmura

John DiMarco

Kyle is recovering
from Guillain-Barre`
Syndrome.

Patti is fighting a
rare form of
Leukemia.

Barbara
Delpolito

If you know a member
who is ill, or if you, or
they, have a family
member who you
would like to note in
our “Get Well” section
please send all pertinent information directly to the editor at:
PMinutillo@verizon.net

Gerald Veneziano,
26, Fairfield P.D. who
sustained life threatening injuries after
sustaining several
gunshot wounds on
Jan. 30th. Our sincere best wishes for a
full recovery.
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sister of member

Ken Brown
following emergency intestinal
surgery.
Best wishes.
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I TA L I A N A M E R I C A N B A S E B A L L

HEROES
LEWIS PESSANO”BUTTERCUP”
DICKERSON
B: OCT 11, 1858, TYASKIN, MD — D: JUL 23, 1920, BALTIMORE, MD
Buttercup is believed to be the first Italian-American to play in the majors, although
not under his family birth name of Pessano. He joined the Cincinnati Reds in 1878
at the age of 19, then moved to the Troy Trojans, Worcester Ruby Legs, Pittsburgh Alleghenys, St. Louis
Maroons and Buffalo Bisons during his seven year career. While he was not outstanding as a ballplayer,
Dickerson is notable for having been a pioneer, paving the way for later Italian-Americans in the big
leagues. Dickerson is buried in Baltimore, MD, near his birthplace.
(Courtesy of OSIA Baseball Card Collection)
AB

R

H

HR

RBI

AVG

1762

302

500

4

127

.284

EDWARD “BATTY” ABBATICCHIO
B: APR 15, 1877, LATROBE, PA — D : JAN 6, 1957, FT. LAUDERDALE, FL
“Batty” Abbaticchio was the second Italian American to play in the major leagues,
and the first who did not change his name to make it sound more “American.” An
outstanding all-around athlete, he also played professional football. The NL leader
in plate appearances in 1905, Ed played infield for the Philadelphia Phillies, the
Boston Beaneaters, the Boston Doves and the World Series-winning Pittsburgh Pirates in 1909. He retired in 1906 to open a hotel in Latrobe, PA, but returned to majors for three more seasons, including his World Series appearance. A light hitter,
Abbaticchio was a superior fielder and base runner.

(Courtesy of OSIA Baseball Card Collection)

AB

R

H

HR

RBI

AVG

3044

355

772

11

324

.254

Baseball Quiz: This Italian American,
born Harry Christopher Carabina, was the
longtime voice of the Chicago Cubs from
1945 until his death in 1997. Name this
fan favorite radio announcer who was
known for his renditions of Take Me Out
to the Ballgame at Wrigley Field.
Find the answers in this newsletter.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Baseball Quiz:
(1) What famous player with an Italian name was
nicknamed “Sobbalzante Guiseppe? (Tip: His wife
was quite famous also).
(2) In which position does the “Lanciatore” play?
(Tip: The Yankees had one of these guys with an
Italian name).
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IN MEMORIUM
Margaret F. Forgus
94 of Westfield NJ,
grandmother of

Rob Forgus
a Special Agent with
the NY Office of the
FBI.

Anthony
D’Amato
91, father of
IAPSNJ Executive
Board Member
Sebastian “Sebbie”
D’Amato
Mr. D’Amato was a
familiar face at
many of our events
and meetings.
Our most sincere
condolences from
your fellow
Executive Board
Members

Did You Know
The ice cream cone
was invented in 1896
by
Italo Marcioni
in New Jersey. Two
generations later, in
Pittsburgh
Jim Delligatti
invented the
Big Mac.

In the Line of Duty
Delaware River Port Authority Police Department ,Corporal Christopher Milito, 40. Corporal Milito, a 16-year veteran of the Delaware
River Port Authority Police Department died as
the result of injuries
suffered while assisting
in a traffic accident investigation on the Walt
Whitman Bridge on
January 16, 2010
We are sad to report
the passing of Lt. Richard E. Stahl , 67, of the
West Long Branch
Police Department.
Lt. Stahl, a long standing member of the
IAPSNJ passed away
on December 28, 2009.
Our sincere
condolences to the
Stahl family.

1938—2009
Frank—1968

Frank J. Donaghy

After a brave and hard fought battle with
cancer, our very good friend, Frank “Sonny”
Donaghy answered his final call on December
30, 2009.
Frank, a fixture at IAPSNJ meetings and
functions, was a 25 year highly decorated veteran Detective with the Newark Police Department, most recently assigned to the Emergency Services Unit prior to his retirement .
Frank received numerous commendations
from Newark PD and many other police organizations, which included the Medal of
Honor, Medal of Merit, Excellent Police Duty
and 85 Command Citations.
Notably, Frank was the only honorary member of the Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey. Frank was truly “one of the
really good guys” and he will surely be
missed. We were proud to have known him
and to be able to call him our friend.

IMPORTANT LEGISLATION TO WATCH
S2986 A4254 — Requires local unit public employers to maintain and
preserve retiree health benefits of PFRS retirees at least at the same
level as provided at employee retirement.
This bill would require an employer who
is a local unit to provide
to a retired employee
who is a member of the
Police and Firemen’s
Retirement System, and
to the retired employee’s dependents,
not less than the same
health care benefits
coverage as was pro-
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vided to the retired employee at the time of his
or her retirement, without any alteration,
change, modification or
diminution. The language of the bill does
not preclude an improvement in the retired
employee’s health care
benefits coverage, or
any increased cost paid

by the employer for the
health care benefits
coverage provided to
the retired employee
and to the retired employee’s dependents.
“Health care benefits
coverage” is defined in
the bill to mean health
benefit premium payments and other related

costs, major medical
payments, hospital
benefits, dental benefits,
prescription benefits,
Medicare Part A and
Part B reimbursements
and any other benefits
which are provided to
employees by the employer upon retirement.
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S3136—Adjusts required local employer contributions to
PERS and PFRS for State fiscal year 2010.
12/10/2009 Introduced in the Senate, Referred to Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee
This bill provides for
an adjustment in the
contributions that local
employers must make to
the Public Employees'
Retirement System
(PERS) and the Police
and Firemen's Retirement System (PFRS)
during State fiscal year
2010.
The PERS and
PFRS, like the other
State-administered retirement systems, are
funded on an actuarial
reserve basis. An actuary for each system
annually projects that
system's overall liability
for benefits to members,
retirees and their beneficiaries. The actuary then
sets off against this
projected liability the
system's assets on
hand, and its anticipated
income from such
sources such as return
on investments and
member contributions. The difference
constitutes the system's
liability, which must be
met through employer
contributions. These
consist of a "normal
contribution," covering
the system's liability

attributable to the service rendered by covered employees during
the year for which the
contribution is determined, and an "accrued
liability contribution,"
covering the system's
unfunded liability for
previous service. The
two contribution requirements are computed
and certified to employers as a percentage of
total employee compensation.
In recognition of the
enormous financial burden that full payments of
the PERS and PFRS
contributions in State
fiscal year 2010 will
place on local property
taxpayers and local
budgets during this historically difficult economic period for the
State, this bill provides
that the State Treasurer
will reduce for local employers the normal and
accrued liability contributions to 50 percent of the
amount certified annually by the PERS and
PFRS for payments due
in State fiscal year 2010.
An employer that

elects to pay the reduced normal and accrued liability contribution must adopt a resolution, separate and apart
from other budget resolutions, stating that the
employer needs to pay
the reduced contribution
The bill provides that
a local employer may
pay 100 percent of the
required contribution. Such an employer
will be credited with the
full payment and any
such amounts will not be
included in their unfunded liability.
The actuaries for
PERS and PFRS will
determine the unfunded
liability of those retirement systems, by employer, for the reduced
normal and accrued
liability contributions
provided under the bill.
This unfunded liability
will be paid by the employer in level annual
payments over a period
of 15 years beginning
with the payments due
in the State fiscal year
ending June 30, 2013
and will be adjusted by
the rate of return on the

actuarial value of assets.
The bill provides that
for the respective fiscal
year during which a local
public employers' pension contributions to the
PERS and PFRS is
reduced, and for the
year thereafter when the
employers would again
be subject to the full
contribution requirement, the affected contribution payments will
be exempt from the
limits imposed on increases to municipal
appropriations set forth
in N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.3,
the local budget "cap"
law, and to the county
tax levy set forth in
N.J.S.A.40A:445.4. The bill also
amends current law
concerning the calculation of the tax levy
growth limitation for the
purpose of an increase
in the adjusted tax levy
for a school district, and
the exclusions added to
the calculation for the
adjusted tax levy for a
local unit of government,
to account for certain
normal and accrued
liability pension contribution increases.

A2234 – S2576 Outlines procedures for conducting drug tests involving State
law enforcement officers.
Law and Public Safety and Veterans' Affairs
Assembly Bill No. 2234
outlines the procedures for
conducting urine analyses to
test State law enforcement
officers for the presence of
chemicals, drugs or controlled
dangerous substances, or
metabolites of drugs or controlled dangerous substances.

The bill affords law enforcement officers the right to
have their urine samples split
in two so that the sample can
be tested not only by the
State, but also by a private,
but State certified, laboratory. To ensure the integrity of
the tests, the bill calls for the
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securing and sealing of the
samples in the officer’s presence, and directs that all
specimens be collected, handled, transported and stored in
accordance with prevailing
industry standards and in
accordance with those practices utilized to insure the

continuity of evidence.
Finally, the bill provides
that random urine analyses
may not be conducted more
than once in a 30-day period in
any State law enforcement
facility or station.
Sent to the Senate.

JOIN THE IPA
INTERNATIONAL
POLICE
ASSOCIATION
Newark Region
48
INTERNATIONAL
POLICE
ASSOCIATION
UNITED STATES
SECTION
The largest,
oldest, worldwide
fraternal police
organization in
the world!
Membership open to
active and retired law
enforcement officers.
AIMS AND
OBJECTIVES OF THE
ASSOCIATION:
To unite in service
and friendship all
active and retired
members of law
enforcement service
throughout the world
in member countries.
For additional info
and/or application
contact:

Joseph Simonetti
Secretary, IPA
Region 48

jsdc1@aol.com
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NEW LAWS IN NEW JERSEY
A339 /S1774 Prohibits individuals from purchasing more than one handgun in a calendar month.
Signed into Law on January 1, 2010 this law places a restriction on number of firearms person may
purchase. Only one handgun shall be purchased or delivered on each permit and no more than one
handgun shall be purchased within any 30-day period, but this limitation shall not apply to:
HARRISON PBA LOCAL 22
10TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
MONDAY, MA Y 17, 2010
WOODLAKE C.C.
25 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE.
LAKEWOOD, NJ 08701
$145.00 PER GOLFER
DINNER ONLY: $75.00
11:30-1:00 PM CHECK IN
1:00 P.M. SHOTGUN START
5:30 DINNER/PRIZES
CONTACT:
JOE CARR (908) 229-9025
BOB CRUDELE (201) 424-8647
J. KINSELLA (732) 948-1893

INTERESTING
Two Italians were
with General Custer
at the battle of Little
Big Horn: John Martini, a trumpeter,
and a lieutenant
Charles C.
DeRudio. Both survived the massacre.

In youth we
learn; in
age we
understand.
Marie Ebner von
Eschenbach

(1) a federal, State or local law enforcement officer or agency purchasing handguns for
use by officers in the actual performance of their law enforcement duties
A823 –S2055 Regulates operation of snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles, and
dirt bikes, and certain other vehicles and off-road vehicles; requires DEP to
designate three sites on State-owned land where snowmobiles, all-terrain
vehicles, and dirt bikes may be used.
Signed into law on January 19, 2010 this legislation requires off-road vehicles to be registered, have
license plates and be insured like automobiles. It set greater penalties for illegal riding on public land or
on private property without landowners' permission.
In addition, damage to natural resources on public land that require restoration -- for instance, rare plants
in the Pine Barrens -- would draw a fine of five times the cost of restoration, as estimated by the state
Department of Environmental Protection. If an accused rider is younger than 17, the registered owner of
the vehicle would be liable for the damages.
S119/A804 "New Jersey Compassionate Use Medical Marijuana Act."
This controversial bill was
signed into law on Tuesday,
January 19, 2010 by Gov. Jon
Corzine. The law will make N.J. the
14th in the nation, but one of the few on
the East Coast, to legalize the use of
marijuana to help patients with chronic
illnesses. In about 9 months patients
with prescriptions should be able to pick
up their marijuana at 6 planned locations. Let’s hope it works as well in application as it does in theory.
A870/S18 Requires all automobile
passengers to wear seat belts.
Very basically, this bill provides that
enforcement of the requirement that rear
seat passengers wear a seat belt may
only be accomplished by treating a violation as a secondary offense and that
each rear seat passenger 18 years of
age or older of a passenger automobile
shall be responsible for any fine imposed for failure to wear a seat belt.
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A3073/S1926 "Ricci's Law;" revises
ignition interlock device requirements
for certain drunk driving offenders.
Signed into law on January 19, 2010.
As used in this act, “ignition interlock device” or “device” means a blood alcohol
equivalence measuring device which will
prevent a motor
vehicle from starting if the operator’s blood alcohol content exceeds a predetermined level when
the operator
blows into the
device.
The penalty duration will be determined
on whether it Is the drivers first, second or
subsequent offense, as well as the blood
alcohol concentration of the driver. The
penalty may include a requirement for the
device to be utilized for not less than six
months or more than one year to a first
offender to not less than one year or more
than three years for a second or subsequent offender.
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Please fill out this application in full and sen d it with your ch eck payable to th e :

Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please provide the following information to complete the Membership Application:
First Name:

MI:

Last Name:
Department:

Rank:

Address1:
Address2:
City:

State:

Zip:

Date of Birth:
E-mail Address:

Is your Italian Heritage at least 50% (yes or no):

Marital Status: (yes or no)

If no, explain

Spouse's Name:

The following information will not be published in any way and is only for IAPSNJ use

Home Phone:
Beeper:
Home FAX:

Work Phone:
Beeper PIN (if any):
Work FAX:

Cell Phone:

Membership dues are $25.00 per year

Payment Method:
Please make check payable to

The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey Inc.
Attn: John Lazzara, 1st V.P.
729 Indian Road, Wayne, NJ 07470
Referred by:
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

and mail to

Newsletter April 2010
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Answer to this
Issue’s Trivia
Question:
Bank of America
See A.P.
Giannini’s story .

ROME – Italy's agriculture
minister defended his sponsorship of McDonald's new
all-Italian burger Monday amid
criticism that he is selling out
to a multinational corporation
and sacrificing Italy's culinary
reputation in the process.
Minister Luca Zaia has
argued that McDonald's new
McItaly burger — using all
Italian beef, Asiago cheese
and artichoke spread — will
pump (EURO) 3.5 million
($4.8 million) more a month
into the pockets of Italian
farmers grappling with tough
economic times.
But for a country that gave
birth to the Slow Food movement a quarter-century ago
and prides itself on its varied,
delicious and healthy cuisine,
Zaia's enthusiastic support of
McDonald's has been hard to
swallow.

V o l u m e 1 , I ss u e 6

G R E A T I TA L I A N A M E R I C A N

SERIES

AMADEO PETER GIANNINI
Amadeo Peter Giannini was born
May 6, 1870, in San Jose, California, to Virginia and Luigi
Giannini, immigrants from Genoa.
The Gianninis possessed enough
resources to lease a hotel in San
Jose. After several years of successful hotel-keeping, Luigi purchased a 40-acre farm. He was
killed in 1877 by a disgruntled
worker in a quarrel over a one
dollar debt. The following year
Virginia married Lorenzo
Scatena, who had worked his
way to America from Lucca as a
sailor. The Scatena family moved
in 1882 to San Francisco, where
Lorenzo took a job with a fruit
wholesaling company in the district of North Beach. Success
followed, and within a year
Scatena had formed his own fruit
company.
Amadeo was a good student, but
the excitement of the business
life - first tasted after school and
on Saturdays in his stepfather’s
company - lured him into the
adult work world after a brief
course of study at Heald's Business College. His initiative and
enthusiasm quickly resulted in
greater responsibility, and by the
age of 17 he was making regular
business trips for the company.
Amadeo, later to be known as
A.P., exhibited at 17 many of the
traits that would characterize his
career as a banker. He worked
long hours, was a careful observer of the business environment, and extended his personal
and professional assistance to
clients he deemed worthy. His
efforts as a traveling commission
man were eventually rewarded
with a half-interest in Scatena &
Co.
The rising young businessman
married Clorinda Agnes Cuneo in
1892. Her father, Joseph, was
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one of North Beach's richest
men, his fortune having been
established in real estate. For
nine years after his marriage A.P.
continued in the commission
produce business, retiring at the
age of 30. His savings and real
estate, together with $100,000
that he received from the sale of
his interest in Scatena & Co.,
allowed him to support his family
in a satisfactory manner. He
summed up his attitude toward
personal wealth: "I don't want to
be rich. No man actually owns a
fortune; it owns him."
After a brief flirtation with reform
politics in Long Beach, Giannini
began his banking career upon
the death of his father-in-law in
1902. Joseph Cuneo died intestate and the family asked A.P. to
manage the estate. Among the
Cuneo holdings was an interest
in a North Beach bank, Columbus
Savings and Loan, which had
been founded and was controlled
by Italian-American John Fugazi.
This first bank in the North Beach
community preferred to make
large loans, a practice which not
only encouraged competition and
the establishment of another
Italian-American bank, but also
gave rise to criticism by Giannini,
who was a director of the bank.
A.P. argued that the bank was
not making enough small loans to
the area's newcomers. He advised the bank to actively solicit
their business.
Failing to convince the board of
directors, A.P. resigned from the
Columbus Savings and Loan in
1904 and set out to organize a
bank which would follow his business strategies. By the summer
of 1904 Giannini, along with other
businessmen of Italian origin,
organized the Bank of Italy, capitalized at $300,000, half of which

was paid in immediately. A major
portion of the bank's first day
deposits came from small tradesmen who had been actively solicited by A.P. and other members
of the bank. Often their ignorance
of English or bank procedure
required that deposit slips and
checks be filled out by the bank's
personnel.
The personal reputation and
solicitation of Giannini and his
associates were the main reason
for the bank's growth. Giannini
tramped the streets of North
Beach explaining in Italian the
functions of a bank, his bank, to
people who had never used one.
Giannini was making banking
services available to people who
had either been turned away or
ignored by the larger, unfriendly
banks. North Beach deposits
remained in the community in the
form of real estate loans as small
as $375 or personal loans as
small as $25.
A.P.'s imaginative behavior during the great San Francisco
earthquake and fire of 1906 furthered his reputation and that of
his bank. Although the quake
occurred at 5 a.m., the Bank of
Italy opened its doors at 9 o'clock
and conducted business as
usual. Giannini closed the bank
at noon, however, fearing the
worst as the fires spawned by the
ruptured gas lines spread closer
to the financial district. Securing
horses and wagons from Scatena
& Co., Giannini loaded the bank's
cash and gold onto a wagon, hid
them beneath a crate of oranges,
and transported them to his home
outside the city. There he hid the
bank's assets in the loans as
small as $375.00 or personal
loans as small as $25.00.
A.P.’s imaginative behavior during the great San Francisco
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earthquake and fire of 1906 furthered his reputation and that of
his bank. Although the quake
occurred at 5 a.m., the Bank of
Italy opened its doors at 9 o'clock
and conducted business as usual.
Giannini closed the bank at noon,
however, fearing the worst as the
fires spawned by the ruptured gas
lines spread closer to the financial
district. Securing horses and wagons from Scatena & Co., Giannini
loaded the bank's cash and gold
onto a wagon, hid them beneath a
crate of oranges, and transported
them to his home outside the city.
There he hid the bank's assets in
the ash trap of the living room
fireplace.
A.P. saw in the city's destruction
not only a chance to service his
customers but another opportunity for the Bank of Italy. Nine
days after the quake a newspaper
advertisement announced the
temporary location of the bank's
operations. The city's larger
banks were unable to respond as
quickly. Giannini's foresight in
removing his bank's cash together with his personal knowledge of his customers' accounts
(he needed no records) allowed
him to resume operations quickly.
Deposits exceeded withdrawals in
less than six weeks after the
earthquake.
Giannini demonstrated similar
ingenuity and foresight when in
mid-1907 he picked up rumblings
about future financial uncertainty

despite the nation's prosperous
economy. He began a campaign
to increase the bank's gold reserves, build up deposits, and
reduce outstanding loans after
personal review. Thus, when the
financial panic struck the Bank of
Italy was able to meet it head on.
Its stock of gold piled high in the
teller’s cage inspired confidence,
and the bank did not have to invoke rules limiting withdrawals or
requiring advance notice as other,
larger institutions did. Once again
the bank had weathered a major
crisis due to the foresight of A.P.
Gianni.
It was this same readiness to
listen and to anticipate the future
needs of his bank and customers
that led Giannini to his greatest
achievement - the pioneering of
branch banking.
In 1908 Giannini heard several
officials extol the virtues of branch
banking as a solution to the various defects of American banking
and as a means of bringing banks
closer to the people. A.P. familiarized himself with Canadian
branch banking practices and
thus was prepared to act in 1909
when California enacted a law
authorizing the establishment of
branches. On Columbus Day,
1909, the directors of the Bank of
Italy authorized the opening of
such a branch in San Jose. When
the Bank of Italy acquired control
of a local San Jose bank A.P.
sought local investors and re-

tained many of the local personnel so that the branch would be
seen as part of the community. By
1918 the Bank of Italy had become the first statewide branch
banking system in the United
States, with 24 branches throughout California and possessing
more than $93 million.
The following year Giannini began
to develop a transcontinental
system. Leaders of New York
City's Italian community had
sought his assistance in establishing a regularly chartered depository of their own. Using
proven techniques, A.P. first acquired the East River National
Bank, and later the Banca Meridionale, a branch banking system
in Italy. Thus he acquired the first
elements in a transcontinental
and worldwide banking system.
Through reorganization and restructuring of these and other
banks Giannini eventually formed
the Bank of America, which possessed assets of $6 billion by
1939 and became the world's
largest bank in 1945.
The Bank of America
Giannini's efforts were not without
opposition and hostility. In 1919,
for instance, California's superintendent of banks raised objections to A.P.'s opening of additional branches. He relented only
after Giannini was able to convince him of the reasonableness
of his motives and the falsity of
the “whispering campaign" which
had raised the doubts. The last

DUES PAYMENT PROPOSAL
The IAPSNJ Executive Board has proposed and approved
that beginning in 2011 dues for a “Life Membership” will be
available for retired members for a one-time fee of $225.00.
All necessary information will be available on the dues
renewal envelope for those retired members would like to take
advantage of this one time payment plan.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

great challenge to A. P. Giannini's
banking empire came in 1948
when the Federal Reserve began
an investigation into charges that
his holding company had violated
the anti-monopoly provisions of
the Clayton Anti-Trust Act. A.P.
died on June 3, 1949, however,
before the board returned its findings and ordered that his corporate structure be dismantled.
Later the U.S. Court of Appeals
set aside the order, declaring that
the Federal Reserve had failed to
prove its charges of monopolistic
practices.
A. P. Giannini's contributions
were as a businessman and as
an Italian-American. As a banker
he established and refined
branch-banking, and his bank
became a model for the nation
and the world. He stressed services for the "little fellow."
Through his introduction of such
practices as the repayable
monthly home loan he brought
home ownership within the reach
of the multitudes. His concern for
those previously ignored also
included giving them representation in the management of his
banks.
Giannini's success allowed him to
assist fellow Italian-Americans in
several ways. In addition to providing financial services, he is
credited with having helped save
alien Italians from the loss of their
property and civil rights in California at the outbreak of World War
II.

Life's journey is not to arrive
at the grave safely in a well
preserved body, but rather to
skid in sideways,
totally worn out, shouting'
....holy sh*t .... what a ride!'
George Carlin
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Answer to this Issues
Baseball Quiz:
Harry Caray (born Harry
Christopher Carabina),
(March 1, 1914 – February 18, 1998) was an
American Baseball broadcaster on radio and television. He covered four
Major League Baseball
teams, beginning with a
long tenure calling the
games of the St. Louis
Cardinals, then the Oakland Athletics (for one
year) and the Chicago
White Sox (for eleven
years), before ending his
career as the announcer
for the Chicago Cubs.
“Sobbalzante
Guiseppe” literally translates to
Joltin’ Joe Dimaggio
“Lanciatore” translates
to the position of
Pitcher Mike Mussina
Statement of State PBA
President Anthony F.
Wieners on the proposed
pension and benefit reform
bills.
“Our pension would be in
excellent shape if government
had lived up to it’s obligation
and funded it over the last
decade. PBA members
never stopped making their
contributions while the State
and local government skipped
billions in payment since the
Whitman Administration.
Now PBA members are being
told its our fault and that current and future employees
must accept changes to their
benefits. That is like blaming
the victim after the crime has
been committed.”

V o l u m e 1 , I ss u e 6
NEW DECADE 2010 'PECORA COMMISSION' INVESTIGATION
CRIMINAL WALL STREET

“A LETTER

SPIRIT OF ITALIAN AMERICANS: Represented by Mr.
Ferdinand Pecora who was
born in Nicosia, Sicily, the son
of Louis Pecora and Rosa
Messina. 1932 Picora Commission Chief Counsel to the
United States Senate Committee on Banking and Currency
during its investigation of Wall
Street banking and stock brokerage practices on the corruption of Wall Street and the
Great Depression. Mr. Ferdinand Pecora's presence was
an extremely dark time in
America when Italians were
considered low life criminals,
stupid uneducated buffoons,
did not own shoes, and subject to constant ridicule . The
over represented bureaucratic

BY

TOMMY TUCCI”

criminal apparatus and their
media parasite cronies continue ridiculing Italian Americans repeating the created
myth that Italian American
Mr. Carlo Ponzi is the singular cause and effect of
global financial economic
demise. Propagating myth,
negative connotations, perpetuating outrageous discriminations impacting all
nationalities, religions, race
and ethnic groups and
masses of global citizenry. Transforming 21st
Century America into yet
another dark history. The
current outrage on
main street America relating
to [source] criminal banking
baron and parasitic Wall

Street’s continued theft of
citizenry labor and property
will repeat a new 'PECORA
COMMISSION.' Slated to
commence this year 2010. Mr.
Pecora's Commission and
spirit of the law 1932 will be
perverted and transformed in
2010. Transformed and instantaneously reversed to
manufactured distraction double standard diversions that
will result in 'cosmetic perfume
on a pig veneer' transforming
all bureaucratic criminal apparatus, zombie banking barons,
parasitic Wall Street including
the Federal Reserve into victims and US citizenry into
perpetrators and useless eaters.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,,
My name is Joseph M.
Doyle Sr., I am the Deputy
Training Coordinator for the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Programs here at
New Mexico Tech. We offer a
number of Programs funded
completely by DHS. This
means of course the programs
are completely paid for the
students that attend the
courses.
Our two Resident Courses:
1. "Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings" (IRTB) and
2."Prevention and Response
to Suicide Bombings Incidents" (PRSBI) are offered
here in New Mexico. The
funding for these courses includes the airfare, hotel, per
diem, the course and the rental
car. Literally everything is paid
for but the students salary and/
or "backfill".
The IRTB course is 32
hours and is held in Socorro,
New Mexico and the PRSBI is
40 hours and is held in Playas,

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

New Mexico. These are train
the trainer courses and we
hope and expect the students
to return to their communities
and share what they have
learned. All instructional materials (Participants Manuals,
Pre & Post Test, Certificates)
are provided by New Mexico
Tech at no charge.
We offer Performance level
courses in IRTB and PRSBI
which are four hours long and
we have an eight hour Performance level course "Initial
Law Enforcement Response to
Suicide Bombing Attacks" (ILERSBA) . All are
taught by our Instructors at
your location. What you are
asked to provide is 50 students
per class and a location to hold
the class.
Members of your Association can attend these NMT/
DHS courses, and it's free.
You can go on line at http://
respond.emrtc.nmt.edu and
see all the information I have
stated above and even obtain

the one page application and
how to proceed with the process of attending. Or you can
call Jim Lehner at (575) 8355917 or
jlehner@emrtc.nmt.edu for the
resident courses or Richard
Campbell (575) 835-5054 or
rcampbell@emrtc.nmt.edu for
the Performance level courses.
We were hoping you could
make the members of your
Association aware of this free
training. This training is truly
current, timely and is mandated in most State's for it's
WMD training information. Any
assistance you could provide
in this endeavor would be
greatly appreciated and a giant
step in the fight against Terrorism.
Respectively,
Joseph M. Doyle Sr., Deputy
Training Coordinator
(575) 835 5912 - (575) 835
5957 Fax (505) 385-3145 Cell

jdoyle@emrtc.nmt.edu
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J A N UA RY M E E T I N G N OT E S A N D P I C S
Our first General
Monthly Members meeting for this new year
was held on Wednesday, January 13, 2010
at 7pm at the Mountainside Inn, located at 509
Hazel Street, Clifton, NJ
07011.
65 members were in
attendance and were
greeted by our host,
Sheriff Jerry Speziale, of
the Passaic County
Sheriff’s Office.

Executive Board Members with host, Sheriff Jerry Speziale
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V o l u m e 1 , I ss u e 6

F E B RUA RY M E E T I N G N OT E S A N D P I C S
Unfortunately, after careful consideration, our February
General Membership Meeting which was scheduled for Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at the beautiful Park Avenue Club, located at 184 Park Avenue, Florham Park, NJ had to be canceled
due to an impending blizzard which was predicted to hit us with
over a foot of snow, strong winds, sleet and icy roads. This, on
top of another blizzard that hit many in the state with two feet of
snow over the previous weekend. Where are we, Alaska? Hopefully, we’ll be able to have another meeting at this great location in the near future.

IAPSNJ Members and Friends at Tre Amici
Hunting Club March 7, 2010

MEMBERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF ITALIAN
AMERICAN POLICE OFFICERS—AWARDS DINNER 2010

Members of the
Hartford Connecticut
Italian Officers Association

Feb. 4, 2010 Dinner at the Grand Hyatt in NYC hosted
by the Italian Consulate in honor of Italian President
Gianfranco Fini. President Fini presides over the Italian
Chamber of Deputies which is the lower house of the
legislature in Italy similar to our US Congress. almost
one thousand Italians and Italian Americans from the Tri
State area were on hand to meet President Fini.
In the picture from Left to Right standing is NYPD Columbia Assoc. President Anthony Cesarano, National Council President Joe Gagliardo, National Council
Board Member Peter Segalini, National Council Tresurer Arthur Perozzi and NYPD Columbia Association 1st VP Rich Angletti. Seated from left to right is PAPD DC
Bob Belfiore, IAPSNJ Pres. Bill Schievella, Gio Porcelli, Port Authority PD Columbia Board Members Ray Maniscalco and Christine DeMarco.
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M A RC H M E E T I N G N OT E S A N D P I C S
Wednesday, March 10, 2010 at 7pm was the scheduled General Membership meeting for March which was
held at the always outstanding Landmark, located at 26
Route 17 South, East Rutherford, N.J.
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Italian American Police Society
of New Jersey
P.O. Box 352
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071

The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
is a social, fraternal organization of more than 4,000 Italian American Law Enforcement Officers in the
state.
We are also a charter member in The National Coalition of Italian American Law Enforcement
Organizations.
Each year we host a number of social and charitable events. For information on these events please
see our Profile or Calendar page on our web site.
To aid us with our charitable endeavors, we have joined with The NJ Police Officers Foundation.
We present scholarships to children of members, high school seniors, who are heading to college.
Our fundraisers operate under our by-laws to collect these charitable donations.
The Society has a toll free membership and events hot-line—800-IAPSNJ-1
To keep track of upcoming meetings check out our On-Line Calendar of Events
& Meeting Schedule on our Web Site.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE

We’re on the Web!
www.iapsnj.org
AND

The IAPSNJ has recently upgraded our Data Base System. It is very
important to us that all our members receive all electronic notifications,
updates, announcements, etc. in a timely and efficient manner.
If you have not been receiving any email notices from our organization in the
past month or two please take a moment to send an email to our Webmaster
at

list@iapsnj.org

so that we can update, modify or add your

current email address to our notification list.
Thank you
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