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As you
read this
magazine
the holidays
are behind
us and the
New Year
has begun. This past year has been
a difficult one for all of us in law enforcement. As the public’s perception of law enforcement reaches a
low point in some communities, we
all continue to serve with honor and
dignity. We do a dangerous and
very difficult job that often puts us in
harm’s way. The job of a law enforcement officer takes us away
from friends and families on holidays
and important celebrations. Our profession calls for us to work on nights
and weekends in the heat, rain and
snow. We serve our communities to
the best of our ability with the intent
to protect its citizens and make them
safe. In my generation, children
were taught to look up to police as
role models. I can still remember my
kindergarten class visiting the Fort
Lee Police Department, where I
grew up, to meet the police officers
in our community. I can remember
how excited we were to meet these
officers and see what they did.
There’s no question that we, as
police officers, risk our lives to
ensure that children can safely
attend school and play in their
homes. Effectively communicating with the varied populations in our communities is often
difficult, but nonetheless extremely important. Despite tremendous stressors we in our
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chosen profession, continue to strive
to maintain high standards of conduct. We are aware of our responsibility to continue to improve relations
within those communities we so
proudly serve.
Be proud of what we do! There is
no more noble profession than law
enforcement. Never be embarrassed for who we are and what we
do when we serve with honor. Our
profession is not a job but a commitment to service. When we are challenged, use those challenges as an
opportunity to press forward and do
better. Make sure that we always
return home safe to our loved ones
at the end of our tour of duty. This
past holiday the Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey helped
to brighten the lives of hundreds of
children many of whom come from
disadvantaged backgrounds. This
holiday was an excellent opportunity
to bring police and the community
closer as we helped brighten the
holiday for those kids. I am proud of
our organization and what we do. I
look forward to doing even better in
2015. Be safe always!
Fraternally yours,
William Schievella, President
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From the Editor
Patrick Minutillo
It was good
to see that the
PFRS, along
with PERS and
TPAF joined
together this
past December
10th to file a
lawsuit against
our Governor in response to his
reneging on a promise to pay the
$2.4 billion in pension fund payments he made as part of the
2011 pension reform deal.
Regardless of the outcome it’s
good to see our representatives
appropriately standing up for what
is right. With all the anti-police
sentiment we are currently witnessing, as well as the constant
and unjust attacks on our profession, our benefits and our pensions by our so-called “friends”
and foes alike the time for solidarity is now. Let’s all continue to
keep the faith and “fight the good
fight” and hope for the best in the
coming year.
A question I am frequently
asked and apparently most prevalent on retiree minds is, what is
the current status of our COLA
case. There is an abundance of
misinformation out there and I’ve
heard all of it. Not that I an expert
but several of our members have
asked me to address this issue in
our magazine, so here it is.
As you may remember, the initial case, Berg v. Christie, et als.,
was heard back on May of 2012
before Mercer County Judge
Douglas Herd. At that time (May
29) the trial court dismissed our
suit, contending that COLA payments were not protected by
Chapter 78, or apparently even

part of a guaranteed pension system.
The case was appealed and
eventually it was heard before a
three-judge panel at the Appellate
Division in July 2014 where a
unanimous Appellate Division

retirees have.
Under law, for the state to be
able to break the COLA, contract,
it must show at that trial court that
the harm to retirees in not
“substantial.” that the government
is breaking its agreement for a
“reasonable public
Appellate Division of the New Jersey purpose,” and that
Superior Court ~ June 26, 2014
the freeze is related
to “appropriate gov“Mindful of our required hesitancy to infer legislative
contracts, and the practical difficulties the Court described in ernmental objectives”
Spina, we nonetheless find that the non-forfeitable rights
So as you can
statute enacted in 1997 created a contractual right.
see, this matter is still
During the May 20, 1996 hearing, a union-retained
actuary explained the employees’ concern that, as a result of far from being reskipping pension payments, the State would eventually find solved. Plus, I really
itself facing a need to make a much larger contribution in the believe that when we
future, would balk at such a large expenditure, and would
prevail (being hopeinstead try to cut benefits.
ful) the case will ultiThe actuary urged, “it is critical that this Legislature
mately be appealed
guarantee the benefits that employees have earned” and
to the State Supreme
argued that the Legislature should accomplish that goal by
providing a contractual right to the benefits. Pension Hearing Court.
at 68-69. For all of these reasons, we conclude that the nonSo I guess all we
forfeitable right provision, which creates a contractual right
can for for now is to
to receive pension benefits, applies to COLAs.”
sit back, be patient
Because the trial court did not address the contract
clause issue at all, and because a contract-impairment claim and keep your fingers
presents “a mixed question of fact and law,” N.J. Educ. Ass’n, crossed.
supra, 412 N.J. Super. at 206 n.10, a remand is required to
allow all sides to create a complete evidentiary record.
Hence, we remand this case to the trial court for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.

came back with a very favorable
ruling and reversed those determinations. The court concluded that
COLA payments are indeed as
much a part of the pension system
as the vested entitlement. And
both are “contractual” guarantees
protected by Chapter 78. However, the Appellate Division did not
order that the COLA’s be paid out
from the pension funds but ordered a new trial and remanded
the matter back to the lower trial
court to determine whether there
is sufficient financial emergency to
breach the contractual right that all
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As you’ve probably forgotten by now
our Governor appointed (hand picked) a panel of
“unbiased, bipartisan experts” last
summer to study the “crisis” in our
pension and health benefits, the
so called “pension task force”..
Is it me or does this task force
lack any sense of credibility?
Anyway, the task force was
supposed to present their recommendations by September 2014,
which has now turned into early
2015. I’m sure that it will be interesting reading.
O’well, Happy New Year and
remember it’s only my opinion.
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2014 IAPSNJ Columbus Day Parade
Queen
Miss Alexandra Iemmello, Randolph, NJ
2014 IAPSNJ Parade Grand Marshal
Chief William Straniero, Mercer County
Prosecutor’s Office

2014 Humanitarian
Dr. Vincent Carrao
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On October 13 the Italian American Police Society
of New Jersey participated in the 70th Annual NYC
Columbus Day Parade. We had more than 85
members and families march up 5th Avenue in NYC
to celebrate our Italian Heritage. We met
Commissioner Bratton as well as Mayor DeBlasio
who welcomed us to New York. Our 2014 Parade
Grand Marshal Chief William Straniero along with
our Parade Queen Alexandra Iemmello and Parade Humanitarian Dr. Vincent Carrao rode on
our parade float along with family members. We
were also joined by Mercer County 1st Assistant
Prosecutor Angelo Onofri to celebrate the day!
We would like to thank President Richard Angletti as well as the members of the NYPD Columbia
Association for welcoming us
warmly as usual. After the parade we attended a nice luncheon
with the NYPD Columbia Association where Mayor DeBlasio and
Commissioner of OEM Esposito
joined the group. Thank you to
Passaic County Sheriff Richard
Berdnik and Hudson County
Sheriff Frank Schillari for
providing us with buses and
specialty vehicles.
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On October 5th the Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey held its 1st Annual Family Mass &
Communion Brunch at Holy Rosary Church in Jersey
City. A special Mass was celebrated for law
enforcement by Fr. Jerzy Zaslona. The Jersey City
Police FOP Honor Guard led the procession and IAPSNJ
Associate Member Nicholas Grillo led the outstanding
music for the Mass. Holy Rosary Church is the first
Italian parish in NJ and has a strong presence in the
Italian American community. It was great to spend day
with members and families that attended for the Mass
and nice Italian luncheon afterwards.
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October 21
for both
Al Attanasio
Chosen
to Lead
Mountainside P.D.
Congratulations to IAPSNJ Executive
Board Member

Alan Attanasio
on being appointed on October 21 as the
Acting Chief of the Mountainside Police
Department today. We wish Al and his
family much success in his new position!
We are all proud of Al for his outstanding
leadership.
Ciro

Ciro Chimento Promoted to Chief
of Butler P.D.
Congratulations to
Ciro Chimento

who was chosen as the Chief of the Butler
Police Department on October 21. Ciro is a
terrific leader and will do a fantastic job.
Good luck in your new position Ciro!

Hoboken P.D. Promotes New Chief
Kenneth Ferrante
Congratulations to Kenneth Ferrante who was
chosen as the next Chief of the Hoboken
Police Department effective December 1, 2014.
We wish Chief Ferrante the best of luck and
success in his new position.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Great day on September 24th at the Law Enforcement Torch Run Golf Outing
for Special Olympics New Jersey. The Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey sponsored a homemade meatball and sausage & pepper sandwich
stand at the half way point for golfers. It was good to have our Executive
Board members on hand to help support this important cause!
Great time on October 9th with
our friends from the NYPD
Detectives Endowment Assoc. at
their Awards Dinner at Russo's
on the Bay in Howard Beach,
Queens. Was great speaking
with NYPD Commissioner William
Bratton and meeting true heroes.
NYPD Detective Mario Muniz as
well as Deputy US Marshals
Patrick Lin & Ryan Westfield were
recognized for bravery after two
of these heroes were critically
shot during the arrest of a
dangerous fugitive in NYC.

Congratulations
Carmine Toto Sr. and
Carmine Toto III of the Villa
Rose Wine School in Madison
on being recognized by The
Italian Voice News. Great
Italian family making excellent
wine!
In Photo: Bill Schievella,
Carmine Toto III, Carmine
Toto Sr., John Lazzara and
Jack Dempsey.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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The Italian American
Police Society of NJ was
able to join the Friends of
Dave Cuozzo and the
Union Police Department
in supporting their fund
raiser on September 6th
for this Union Police
Officer who is suffering
from a catastrophic
medical condition. These
Union PD officers along
with community members
and other law enforcement officers held a
tremendously successful event. The Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey's
Executive Board was on hand to purchase a
table for the event and present a check for
$1,000 towards his medical expenses.
Speedy recovery Brother Cuozzo!

This past September
18 IAPSNJ Executive
Board Members
were honored to join
our good friend
Hudson County
Sheriff
Frank X. Schillari
at his annual
“End of Summer”
party at La Reggia in
Secaucus.
The large turnout
clearly had a great
time with plenty of
great food and music
throughout what was
a fantastic evening.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Message to our Membership ~ by: Sebbie D’Amato
Dear Member,
As our organization continues to grow, we find ourselves in the need of assistance by members with various skills and contacts. Many times we are asked by members, "How can I get involved more" Our answer
usually lends to existing events and committees. If we are to grow as an organization, we need to expand our
thinking. We would like to tap the vast talents and network of contacts of our membership, These contributions could be intellectual, technical or physical.
Each event we hold is unique, in that each has different needs. Whether it be food or beverage donations,
talent or entertainers, or other personal talents discussed below.
Information is the key to any organization and we try to provide it on our web site as best we can, but like any
good web site, it is a "full time job".
We would like to find some members who are versed in web management to assist our webmaster with
gathering and posting pertinent information for our members.
Our Magazine Editor is doing a fantastic job with the Quarterly Magazine. Gathering content for a magazine
usually requires a staff of contributors. If you are interested in contributing or gathering information or writing for the magazine, we want you.
We have some ideas for our events, but these ideas cost money. We would like to have some of these ideas sponsored by businesses, who in turn would be promoting themselves. We are looking for members who
are versed in “sales”, because they would , in fact, be selling a specific idea or event that the sponsor can
finance. One of these ideas, for example, might be a video biography of each year’s Gala Honorees. A video
could be underwritten by a sponsor who would be displayed in the credits. This video would be played at the
Gala to introduce our honorees and then would be posted on our web site to further benefit the sponsor(s)
and promote our Gala. This is something that could continue year to year provided the sponsors would continue their participation. Any documentary film or video has multiple sponsors deferring the costs. Therefore
selling the idea to multiple sponsors would be essential.
Many police officers have other professions, such as music entertainment, carpentry, electrical, or possibly even videography. The videographer may want to take on a project such as the video mentioned above.
The member involved in music entertainment may want to promote his business by “playing” at our Pasta
Night, Annual Picnic, Gala or other events.

LOGO APPAREL ITEMS CAN SIMPLY BE ORDERED BY VISITING THE HOME PAGE OF
OUR WEB SITE AND CLICKING ON THE LINK LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDEBAR.

Proudly Wear Your
Organization’s Apparel!
ORDER @
www.iapsnjwear.com
CALL 732-277-7123
SALES@SMVINC.COM
RI
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MEMBER NEWS
If you wish to continue receiving
these magazines and your dues are
not up to date please renew your
membership in a timely manner.
We’d hate to lose you as part of
our IAPSNJ family.

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2014 Membership Dues of $25 to
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal
has taken off and at least 20% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining and
paying their dues fully on-line.
This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of
it. It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2014 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No
PayPal account, No Worries. The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.
Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ,
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The Sicilian Astronaut
Luca Parmitano was the first Italian
astronaut to perform spacewalks in
2013 during a long-term mission
nicknamed "Flying" on the
International Space Station. Today
he lives in Houston with his family.

DID YOU KNOW
The great Italian decline! The Wall Street Journal reports that Bensonhurst,
the iconic Italian-American enclave, is no longer Italian with the Chinese now
being the majority. WNYC reports that Chinese New Yorkers are set to
become the city's largest immigrant group overtaking the Irish, Italians and
Dominicans within a few years.
Italian Americans of Northern NJ
Sandra Lee

Sandra.lee@shu.edu

Friends & neighbors – collecting info for new book (History Press). Looking for printed materials, archives, written stories or histories that can be mailed or emailed. Email me!!! Let’s talk! Send a page, or 2
or 3 pages, an outline is OK. Interested in topics such as:
The Immigration Experience - From Italy to America – family stories, etc.
Italian Businesses in Northern NJ – History, and today…..
Italian Neighborhoods & Families -The early years and today; family history
Italian American Organizations – UNICO; OSIA; other local clubs…
Churches, feasts, religion, celebrations…
Veterans - Italian American Soldiers in the Wars – their stories
Columbus Day in NJ; Other parades & festivals, yesterday & today
********************************************************************************************************************
See my work: Exhibit sponsored by Newark Italian Consulate: http://www.i-italy.org/11855/italy-america-facesitalian-immigrants-italian-americans-communities-newark-reunited-photo-exh
NJN News clip: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAmYWNVHYfQ
Photo exhibit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRRnFIUjR-4
Sandra Lee, Author: Italian Americans of Newark, Belleville, & Nutley; & Italian Americans of Greater Erie, PA (with
M. Scottino & N. Webb), Arcadia Press; Professor, Seton Hall University; Former Research Associate, Alberto Institute of Italian Studies

Reach me: Sandra.lee@shu.edu;
Send family stories (outline OK); or history of Italian family business; or other info (there will be a citation in the book
for individuals providing family info).
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO NEWLY ELECTED
MASSACHUSETTES ASSOCIATION
ITALIAN AMERICAN POLICE
OFFICERS (ITAPO)

PRESIDENT

ROBERT MORRISON
WE WISH OUR GOOD FRIEND BOB
THE BEST OF LUCK AND
CONTINUED SUCCESS IN HIS NEW
LEADERSHIP POSITION WITH ITAPO.
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Italian September harvest: a tradition
with roots in a Greek myth
Winemaking is an art rooted in our tradition and culture
GIULIA LOUISE STEIGERWALT
In Greek mythology, Dionysus was the god of the grape harvest,
winemaking and wine, of ritual madness and religious ecstasy. He was
also known as Bacchus, the name given him by the Romans, who celebrated through him agriculture and wine.
The story says that Bacchus was the child of Jupiter, whose Greek
name is Zeus, the king of the gods, and Semele, a mortal woman, the
daughter of king Cadmus of Thebes. Juno, Jupiter’s wife, was very
jealous of her unfaithful husband and found out about the affair he had
with Semele while she was pregnant.
Appearing as an old lady, Juno befriended Semele and the woman
confided who was the actual father of the baby she was carrying in her womb. Juno, furious, pretended to
not believe her, planting seeds of doubt in her mind and tricking her into asking to see Jupiter as he really
was.
Jupiter begged her not to ask this, but she persisted and he agreed. Therefore he came to her
wreathed in bolts of lightning; mortals, however, could not look upon an undisguised god without dying,
and she perished in the ensuing blaze. Jupiter rescued the fetal Dionysus by sewing him into his thigh.
Nine months later Dionysus, or Bacchus, was born.
As a child, Dionysus was tutored by Silenus, who was a great lover of wine, and because of his passion, he often had to be carried home on the back of a donkey.
The legends says that Dionysus was the last god to join the twelve Olympians, but before he took his
place at Olympus, he wandered the world for many years, going as far as India to teach people how to
grow vines.
In art representations, his plants are vines and twirling ivy, and Dionysus often carries a pineconetopped staff followed by goat-footed Satyrs and Maenads, wild women who would dance energetically
around him.
Today what is left of the legend is the clear perception that winemaking is not simply a process
through which men create a product, wine. Winemaking is an art, a philosophy, deeply rooted in our tradition and culture.
The harvest time is the crucial moment of an entire year’s work. The grapes have been exposed to
various threats, including heat, rain, hail, and frost, which can damage them and trigger various vine diseases. So the instant grapes are picked is a magic-filled time, full of expectation, hope and excitement,
because a good wine can only be obtained from perfect grapes.
In Italy winemakers and vineyard owners at this time of year must decide whether to use hand pickers
or mechanical harvesters. In order to obtain a high quality wine and select the good grapes from the damaged ones, most winemakers choose the first option, despite the obviously higher costs.
Of course the images of women pressing the grapes with their feet while dancing and singing are now
a distant memory. But if you take a stroll at the crack of the dawn, when the first light makes the vines resplendent and the earth still smells of dew, you may be able to find a winery somewhere that has just
opened its door and will allow you to witness in person the magic of the harvest.
Unfortunately it’s not possible to actively participate in the actual picking, as wineries in Italy can only
allow employees who posses an appropriate voucher to work the vineyard. But it is still be possible to
have an unforgettable experience.
September is the month when the Italian countryside is swarming with people and tractors carrying
baskets of handpicked grapes to the wineries, where they will be pressed and fill the air with the typical
fragrance of the must.
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CAPOCOLLO OR GABAGOOL
Thanks to Fonderia USA

DID YOU KNOW
Capocollo, capicollo, capicola, capicolla, coppa, gabagool, or however you
want to call it, is a traditional Italian delicate and tender cold cut made from
the dry-cured upper portion of the pig's neck and part of the shoulder. The
name coppa is Italian for nape (back of the neck), while capocollo comes
from capo—head—and collo—neck—of a pig. Strings made out of natural
materials are used to force the joint into a perfectly round shape. Traditionally, cured ham and prosciutto are made with the thigh and buttocks of a pig,
whereas capocollo is solely meat from the shoulder and neck.
The meat is first placed in wine or vinegar, massaged vigorously and
pressed. It is lightly seasoned, often with garlic, and a variety of herbs and
spices that differ depending on the region. Then it is salted for ten days, so
that the crystals penetrate deep into the meat; stuffed into a natural casing;
and hung in a well ventilated environment for up to six months to cure.

Congratulations to our own Executive Director Vincent Nardone for being honored by the
Associazionale Nazionale Carabinieri New York (Italian Carabinieri Association NY
Chapter) on November 16 at Maestros in the Bronx. Vincent was honored along with Vice
President Paul Digiacomo and President Michael Paladino of the NYPD Detectives
Endowment Association. Members of the Italian American Police Society of NJ Executive
Board and the Nardone family enjoyed the evening. We are proud of Vincent for his
accomplishments and service.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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The Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey invited it’s members and guests to
enjoy a free night of pizza and camaraderie
along with a screening of the 1960 movie
“Pay or Die” starring Ernest Borgnine on
Thursday, November 13th at 6:30 pm at Villa
Rose Wine School in Madison. The film is
about the hero NYPD Lieutenant, Joseph
Petrosino, who is the only member of the NYPD to be killed
in the line of duty outside the USA. This hero Italian American police officer
lost his life in the line of duty fighting the Mafia.
Thanks to NYPD Columbia Association Past President, Giovanni Porcelli, for
attending and introducing the movie along with a highly informative
biography of Lieutenant Petrosino.

November 15, 2014
Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey
Dues Renewal Envelope
Stuffing at Parsippany
Fire Dist. 5. Thank you to
a great group of Criminal
Justice students for
helping our Executive
Board members in this
time consuming task.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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During the evening of October 17 the Polizia di Stato (Italian State Police) had a Farewell
Dinner held in their honor by a group of friends, businessmen and law enforcement
officers at Calandra's in Fairfield. 35 Italian State Police Officers ended their visit to NY and
NJ with this special event. It was an honor for President Bill Schievella and Executive
Secretary Patrick Minutillo to swear each of these Italian officers into the Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey and present them with membership credentials. We wish
them a pleasant return trip to Italy and hope that they remain safe as they fight the same
kinds of crime and terrorism that their colleagues do in the USA while at home in Italy.
On November
13 members of
the IAPSNJ and
IPA Newark
Region joined
together to
celebrate at a
dinner in honor
of our friend
and fellow
member,
Newark Police
Chief Anthony
Campos.
The dinner was
held at Casa
Seabra in
Newark.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Great Italian American Series
Fiorello La Guardia
Fiorello La Guardia Biography
Mayor, U.S. Representative (1882–1947)
Corruption-fighting politician Fiorello La Guardia was New York
City's mayor from 1934 to 1945. He also served in the U.S. House
of Representatives.
QUOTES
“It requires more courage to keep the peace than to go to war.”
Fiorello La Guardia was born in New York City in 1882. In 1916,
he was elected to Congress. After fighting in World War I, La Guardia served several more
congressional terms before becoming mayor of New York City in 1934. He served three
consecutive mayoral terms, leaving in 1945. During his time in office, La Guardia fought political corruption. At the age of 64, he died in New York City in 1947.
Early Life
On December 11, 1882, Fiorello Henry La Guardia was born in New York City; he spent
much of his childhood in Arizona. With Italian-American parents, and a mother who was also Jewish, Fiorello La Guardia spoke fluent Yiddish and Italian; after working overseas at
an American consulate, he included German, French, Croatian and Hungarian on his list of
languages.
When he was passed up for promotion, La Guardia left the consular service. He ended
up back in the city of his birth, where he worked as an interpreter at Ellis Island. After getting a law degree at New York University in 1910, he started to handle immigration cases.
Congress and World War I
La Guardia ran for Congress as a Republican in 1914. Though he lost, he received an impressive showing in a Democratic district. In 1916, he won election to the House of Representatives, thus becoming Congress's first Italian-American member.
World War I interrupted La Guardia's time in Congress. He had the option of going into a
non-combatant role, but instead chose to become a bomber pilot. Working on the Italian
front, he received the Italian War Cross for his service.
La Guardia served as president of New York City's board of aldermen from 1920 to 1921
before returning to Congress in 1923. Still a progressive, he took stands against child labor
and Prohibition, and supported giving women the right to vote. He also fought government
waste and pork barrel legislation. La Guardia's stay in Congress was ended when he was
defeated in his 1932 bid for re-election, a casualty of the Great Depression.
New York's Mayor
In New York City, Tammany Hall had helped Democratic politicians maintain a tight grip
on politics for years. In his 1929 bid to become mayor, La Guardia had been defeated by
James J. Walker, an incumbent Tammany politician. However, corruption charges had cut
Walker's term short, and La Guardia decided to run again in 1933. He won the election, becoming the first Italian-American mayor of New York City.
Once in office, La Guardia tried to find the best people for government jobs, rather than
simply following political patronage. This led to hires such as Robert Moses, who oversaw
the city's parks. Though a nominal Republican, La Guardia also became a supporter of
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Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal, and used incoming
federal funds to bring playgrounds, health clinics, housing developments and an airport (which would be named after him) to
the city. He also improved the police and fire departments, and
worked to standardize the city's subway system.
As early as 1937, La Guardia spoke out against Adolf Hitler.
During World War II, he led the Office of Civilian Defense—
where he worked with Eleanor Roosevelt—while still remaining
in office. La Guardia served three consecutive terms as mayor,
but decided not to run for re-election in 1945. He left City Hall
on New Year's Eve of that year.
Later Years and Legacy
La Guardia was known for the regular radio talks he gave
while in office (during a newspaper strike in July 1945, he used
his radio time to read the comics to New Yorkers). After leaving office, he continued on radio with two different shows, one of which was quickly canceled due to his proclivity for
bold statements.
In March 1946, La Guardia became the director general of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration. He stayed in the position until December of that year. Suffering from pancreatic cancer, he died at age 64 in New York City on September 20, 1947. La
Guardia left behind a legacy that included not only physical improvements in New York
City, but a cleaner city government.

NYPD Italian-American Police Officer Slain in
1972 at Harlem Mosque Has Street Named in
His Honor
A fallen police officere is getting a tribute that’s been decades in the
making.
NYC Community Board 7 unanimously approved a Nov. 10
resolution authorizing a section of 28th Avenue between College
Point Boulevard and Ulmer Street in Queens to be called “Patrolman
Phillip Cardillo Way,” in honor of the cop murdered during the
infamous “Harlem mosque” incident on April 14, 1972.
Supporters were told by Harlem’s Community Board 10 that they needed to win
approval from local Muslim imams — who instead stayed neutral. So backers found a
new spot — outside the new $750 million Police Academy — which they said is more
fitting.
Cardillo was shot inside the Nation of Islam Mosque #7, at 102 W. 116th St. after
responding to a staged 911 call that was meant to lure cops inside. The only man ever
charged, Louis 17X Dupree, was acquitted at a second trial.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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A QUICK BREAK

COURTEST

OF

ANTHONY “ESPO”ESPOSITO

Quick Joke...I stopped at a friend's house the other day and
found him stalking around with a fly-swatter. When I asked
if he was getting any flies, he answered: "Yeah, three males
and two females." Curious, I asked how he could tell the difference. He said:
"Three were on a beer can and two were on the phone.
Letter to the Editor
I would like to begin by acknowledging the deaths of Michael Brown and Eric Garner. I empathize with the families for their loss, as any loss of
a loved one especially during a police action leaves many wondering why this happened, who was responsible and could things have been done
differently.
That said, during the past few months and weeks, we the public have seen extensive news stories regarding the police action deaths of
Michael Brown and Eric Garner. The stories reported in the print and video news media carried every conceivable version of the events
concerning their deaths. Unfortunately the stories did not represent the true and factual accounts for those involved including the officers and the
witnesses’ accounts. The media ran with unverified stories, inaccurate witness statements and the worst of all politically charged rhetoric calling
for an immediate arrest an indictment of the officers with no due process under the threat of public protest and disobedience. So we have evolved
into this; charge the officers involved with a crime, eliminate their due process, ignore any evidence that may support their versions and when the
facts are released, debate their authenticity because it does not fit the story perpetuated by unreliable witnesses with no factual basis. All under
the threat of civil unrest.
Let’s understand the Grand Jury process. The standard is that ‘Probable Cause’ must be established in order to obtain an indictment, much a
lesser standard that the ‘Beyond a Reasonable Doubt’ standard needed for a conviction in a trial court of law. The Grand Jury is made up of
peers of the community, typically the County the alleged crime is committed in. I repeat the alleged crime. It is not made up of one type of people
or the other.
Criminal Investigations today have the ability to often substantiate or not what a witness states in their version of the events as they unfolded.
It is a simple fact; follow the evidence. If the evidence does not support the version of the witnesses’ testimony it must be challenged and the
place to challenge it is in the Grand Jury process.
It is a significant tool used to both exonerate charges filed against someone and move the process forward when the evidence supports the
charges made. It also makes those who chose to fabricate a story in front of the media tell the truth.
What everyone seems to dismiss because it does not fit their version of the politically expedient, politically correct version is this; the actions
of what the police officers did in both cases started with the deceased criminals, yes criminals, who made the decision to break the law regardless of how insignificant the laws are. Their age nor any other attribute is not a factor. If they were not breaking the law, the police would not have
been involved and this column would not be necessary.
I am so exhausted of the continued nonsense of blaming the police. How about blaming the criminals? Can you please explain who really
started this chain of events in both cases?
It was not the police officers doing their job.
Maybe everyone would be more satisfied to blame the public store owners in both cases for calling the police becuase they were victimized.
Those who were dissatisfied with the outcome are focusing the blame on the same legal system they hide behind and want support from, if they
find themselves involved in a criminal case.
I am the first to agree that not all law enforcement officers get it right, but the new standard should not be that you end up in a hospital,
severely injured or near death to show that you gave the criminal the benefit of the doubt. Take a moment and research the annual FBI statistics
for officers killed in the line of duty. You may find that many officers killed are done so on routine at first glance non life threatening calls for
service.
Instead of blaming everyone else, let’s start by reinforcing the basics. Understand that you don’t take what doesn’t belong to you; you don’t
break the law because there are consequences to your actions and that the laws enforced by the police, were not made by the police, but
because there is a specific need to protect the public from those who choose to willfully break the law. The general public should walk one day in
the shoes of the police officer. How their opinions would change.
Patrick DeFrancisci
Retired Captain
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RETIREMENT PARTY FOR A GOOD FRIEND AND A GREAT PBA PRESIDENT
ANTHONY “TONY” WIENERS

This past October 11 members of the IAPSNJ Executive Board had the honor
of attending a retirement celebration for NJ State Policeman's Benevolent
Association President Anthony Wieners at The Brownstone. More than 900
law enforcement officers, political leasers and friends joined Tony and his
family in congratulating him on the next chapter in their lives! The IAPSNJ
wishes you the best of health and happiness in your retirement and in all your
future endeavors.

Congratulations to retired Port Authority NY/NJ Police Department Chief and
Italian American Police Society of NJ Executive Board member Robert
Belfiore on being honored by the Port Authority Police Retired Detectives
Association on November 20 at Al di la Restaurant in East Rutherford.
Member of the IAPSNJ Executive Board were on hand to help celebrate
Bob’s many accomplishments.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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YARDLEY PICKS JOSEPH KELLY III AS THEIR NEW CHIEF

CONGRATULATIONS
The Yardley Council
voted unanimously on
November 18 to hire

Joseph Kelly III
a 23 year veteran New
Jersey Transit police
officer and long time
IAPSNJ member to be the
town's new police chief.
Joe, Wishing you good luck and great success in your new
position.

Congratulations to President Paul
Cicero, Vice President Vinny Marfella
and their slate of officers on being
reelected to lead the Hartford, CT
Italian Police Officers in the coming
year.

Giovanni da Verrazzano (sometimes spelled
"Verrazano") 1485–1528 born in Val di Greve,
south of Florence, was an
Italian explorer of North
America. He is renowned as
the first European since the
Norse expeditions to North
America around AD 1000 to
explore the Atlantic coast of
North America between the
Carolinas and Newfoundland, including New
York Harbor and Narragansett Bay in 1524.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Ronald Cohen, 47, dies of brain cancer; helped lead
post-9/11 rescue and recovery efforts
Ronald Cohen, retired Deputy Commissioner and President
of the NYC Department of Sanitation Columbia Association
and long time associate and friend of the IAPSNJ.

The Archbishop's Blue Mass
for Law Enforcement was
held at the Cathedral Basilica
of the Sacred Heart in Newark
on Thursday, Nov. 6, 2014,
celebrated by the archbishop
of Newark, The Most Rev.
John Joseph Myers. Among
the fallen police officers who
were honored was Jersey City Police Det. Melvin Santiago. The Mass was
attended by Jersey City police officers and Santiago's family along with
many members of the IAPSNJ.
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MEMBER NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS

Shaun O’Brien
On his graduation from the Essex County College
Police Academy ~ Alternate Route Program
on September 4th and his appointment to the Little
Falls Police Department on September 29.
Shaun is the nephew of former IAPSNJ Executive Vice President Al Sierchio.
Best of luck and success in your future career in law enforcement.

Brave Camden County Officers Administered Narcan
to Save Driver’s Life
A drug that is helping to save lives is Narcan. Narcan is the anti-opioid
medication being deployed by police across the region to help save lives.
And the drug is now being credited with saving the lives of three overdose
victims in one day, say Camden County Police.
Camden County police say the following incident, involving one of our
members occurred this past September:
On Saturday, Sept. 20, Officer Edwin Cortez was on directed patrol
addressing quality of life issues at the corner of 11th St. and Newton Avenue
when he observed a vehicle blocking traffic at the intersection. Officer Cortez
determined that the driver was experiencing a drug overdose.
Officer Cortez and Officer Louis Trocchio Jr. , an IAPSNJ
member, each administered a dose of Narcan to the driver – Andrew Sloben,
29, of Mount Holly – who became responsive after the second dose. Sloben
was taken to Cooper University Hospital for further treatment. He was
charged with Driving Under the Influence and three other motor vehicle
infractions and released.
Great job to all concerned.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey would like to
congratulate Bergen County Sheriff Michael Saudino in making the
following promotions. We wish these Italian American law enforcement
officers well in their new positions.

Sergeant Mark Criscuolo
was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. Lieutenant Criscuolo is also a 22
year law enforcement officer and distinguished canine handler who became
part the most experienced cadaver search teams in the State of New Jersey.
Lt. Criscuolo has assisted numerous law enforcement agencies in the New
York/New Jersey Metropolitan area including the recovery efforts at the World
Trade Center on September 11, 2001. Lt. Criscuolo will be assigned to the
Court Security Unit.

Officer Daryl Bagnuolo
was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. Sergeant Bagnuolo, is a 25 year law
enforcement professional and will be assigned to the Homeland
Security/Operations Unit. Sergeant Bagnuolo spent a large part of his career
in the Bureau of Criminal Investigations (BCI) and has assisted various law
enforcement agencies solve numerous criminal investigations in the County
of Bergen.

Congratulations to
Peter Cavicchia II
on being appointed to the N.J.State Parole Board.

Congratulations to
Chairman James Plousis and Vice Chairman Samuel Plumeri
on also being reappointed to the N.J. State Parole Board.
We wish them well in their continued leadership in an outstanding agency!
CONGRATULATIONS

Michael J. Chiarella
Norfolk Southern Railway Police Department
on his upcoming appointment to the
Jersey City Police Department
Best of luck and success Mike!
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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RALPH BARBIERI ~ 88
December 12, 2014.
Paterson policeman, retiring in 1980.
Loving Father of Rosemarie P. Izzi and Father in Law to her
husband, retired East Orange Police Lieutenant

Louis Izzi
Our sympathy goes out to Lou and the Izzi and Barbieri
family.

Pizza Chiena AKA Pizza Rustica
AKA Pizzagaina…
Pronounced by most Roccamonfinians as
simply Pizza-Gain, this Italian Easter favorite
was originally made to celebrate the breaking
of the fast from meat observed by Catholics
during lent. The pie consists of salami,
prosciutto, capicola, pepperoni, mozzarella,
ricotta and eggs. The pies have since been made famous in New Jersey by
Mildred Vento (AKA Camilla Rocco) and her ambitious 34 pie recipe. The recipe is so labor-intensive that modern day families have resorted to an assembly
line method in order to complete the task.
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IAPSNJ F AMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our website at a
very
reasonable
price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
IAPSNJ SUMMER BBQ/POOL PARTY
JULY 18, 2015

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Lucky/Unlucky Numbers
I always thought my greatgrandfather was kidding when
he used to say number 13 was
lucky. Apparently he was serious as the Italian concept of
lucky and unlucky numbers is
different from other parts of
the world. Some older Italian
Americans still hold the belief
of lucky 13, especially when
gambling, but it seems that in
Italy the number 13 has
started to have unlucky
properties as well. The
number 17 is considered
unlucky for at least two
reasons, both having to do
with how it is written. When 17
is written using Roman
numerals XVII, it can be
rearranged to spell the Roman
word VIXI meaning "I have
lived" and was found on
ancient tombstones. When
written using Arabic numerals
17 are still considered unlucky
since it resembles a man
hanging from a gallows.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active links
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
PROMOTION CONGRATULATIONS

Bureau Chief Phil DiGavero
of the Morris County Sheriff’s
Office
We are proud to have you as a member and friend
and we are confident you will prove to be a great
asset to the outstanding MCSO.

Wishing you great success!
On October 17 at Henry’s on the
Hudson Restaurant it was a
pleasure to present an
Achievement Award from the
Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey to retiring Jersey City
Police Detective

Jerry DeCicco
who served the Jersey City Police
Department with honor and who
also served as the President of
the Jersey City Police Officers
Benevolent Association where he
earned a reputation as a strong
leader. Best wishes to Jerry and
his family.

Samuel A. Calabrese,74,
of Barnegat passed December 8, 2014. Sam served in the Navy and
earned his bachelor and masters degrees at William Paterson College.
He retired as Captain of Police in NJ and then in FL. Sam was an FBI
National Academy graduate, a past President of the NJ Narcotic
Enforcement Officers Assoc. and an active member of the Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Det. 2nd Grade (Ret.) Kyle F. Cimiotti Metropolitan Police Department,
Washington, DC
Officer Carmine Maceri
South Hackensack Police Department
Officer Michael Meyers Jersey City P.D.
Officer Joseph Manfredonia
Wood-Ridge Police Department
Deputy Sheriff David Altieri Essex County Sheriff’s Office
Senior C.O. Erick Marino N.J. Department of Corrections
Det. John Rodelli
US Department of Veteran Affairs
Special Agent John Tumino Federal Bureau of Investigations
Officer Eric Rogus Somerset County Sheriff’s Office
Officer Pellegrino Dente Bergen County Sheriff’s Office
Officer Fausto Rossy
Bergen County Sheriff’s Office
Senior CO Antonio Megaro N.J. Department of Corrections
Senior C.O. William Meringer N.J. Department of Corrections
Dep. Chief Officer Domenico Calise DHS CBP

The 2014 Italian American Police
Society’s Columbus Day Parade Queen
was Miss Alexandra Iemmello from
Randolph, NJ.
Miss Iemmello is a senior at RHS and is
a great example of Italian American
heritage as well as a leader among
young girls. She is preparing for college
and her dream to be a High School
English Teacher. She hopes to guide
students to become better readers and
writers with her creative nature, and to
inspire others to teach as she was
inspired within the great school system
of Randolph Township.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Richard R. Williams ~ 62
1952 ~ 2014
Long time IAPSNJ member (#173), friend and
retired Passaic Police Department Detective
Sergeant, D/Sgt. Williams passed away on
December 1st.
Our sincere condolences to the Williams family
and friends.

Assunta “Helen” Mambelli
1934~2014
80, living in Clifton since 2007, passed away on
November 26, 2014 surrounded by her children.
Mrs. Mambelli is the mother of

Lori Mambelli
Passaic County Sheriff's Office
We are sorry for your loss.
On Saturday December 6th the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey held its Annual Christmas Get
together for members at The Fiesta. AS always the
Fiesta did a fantastic job with the food and service and
our own DJ Sal made the evening a nice party. Thanks
to our brothers from the NYPD Columbia Association
and the
Massachusetts Association of
Italian American Police Officers for joining us
along with our surgeons and attorneys that
serve us all year! Most importantly thank to the
members and their families that joined us to
celebrate the holiday in style.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey, in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund raising campaign, is
our Safety Equipment give-a-way.
This is a presentation of a package of police safety / life saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active members of our organization who are full time police officers.
Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-a-way program, you must be an active up-to-date dues paying member.
For members with delinquent dues, you must bring your dues
current, paying for the lapsed time period of up to five years.
We will select 10 winners per year. All that is needed for any
active member in good standing, who meets the criteria, is for
that member to fill out the entry form below. Then an entry is selected randomly, once a month for presentation to the winner at the general membership meeting. Attendance at the meeting is required in order to
receive your package. If you have been selected to receive a package you will be notified by email and
asked to confirm your attendance. If you cannot attend the meeting your name will be returned to the data
base for a chance at a future drawing. Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, John Sisto
at JSisto@iapsnj.org.
*”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if purchased separately.”
Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored to have given out
over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective departments. We are
happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments. We have therefore changed
our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on.
Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website.
Good Luck and Stay Safe!
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Conversation between an Italian-American Father and Son
By: Rich Gallo ~ Member of IAPSNJ (Retired Federal Agent)
I had a conversation with my Dad the other day. I had to wrap his fig tree which is in my backyard.
The exchange was sort of one-sided – meaning my Dad did not answer verbally. He passed away in
2003. But, about this time each year, I’m circling his fig tree, prepping it for winter. I’m cutting back the
branches, roping off the errant spread of some of the branches, encircling them with burlap and tarps - - all
the while talking to my Dad. You see, it really was his Fig Tree.
My Dad grew up in Brooklyn, went to grammar school across the street from L & B Spumoni Gardens
and then to Lafayette High School (think baseball with Sandy Koufax, John Franco, and Fred Wilpon, or TV
with Larry King, Rhea Perlman and Paul Sorvino). He joined the military (the Korean War was about to
begin) and after serving his country he came home and six weeks later married his high school sweetheart.
Growing up we heard stories about the fig tree in Grandpa’s yard – it was so big and tall that no one could
get to the figs on the top of the tree. They were able to climb the lower branches, but they could never figure
out what to do with all the figs this tree would produce. It was amazing - the Fig Tree of the Gods.
Of course, eventually, my Dad got his own yard – in Staten Island, NY. And, of course, in his yard he
planted a fig tree. Sometimes his tree would reward him with a nice amount of fruit. He would show off “his
figs” and tell us that no fruit ever tasted so good. Other years the harvest wasn’t as huge – but even if he
only had a handful he would proudly display them as if they were eggs laid by the golden goose. But Dad’s
Fig Tree would never be mistaken for the one in his Brooklyn’s childhood home. You could always reach the
top and you could always figure out what to do with the figs that were produced. You could not climb its
branches. It was a good tree – but just not a direct descendant of the Fig Tree of the Gods.
As winter would start he would drag his sons out there to help him wrap his tree. He had no degree in
horticulture. Never took a class in gardening. How to cut the branches? Just did what he probably saw his
Dad do – we were too young to think about questioning his technique; as far as we knew his methods were
from the Fig Tree Gods – part of his birthright. And who would question that? He would get some leaves
from around the yard and cover the bottom of the tree. We would struggle roping the tree into a tight circle
with the rope cutting into our palms and fingers. He would use burlap to wrap the trunk / branches, then put
an oversized bucket on top and say “that’s good enough” - - again, since we thought he had some type of
higher education in this Italian tradition we figured this was the way to do it. Although it seemed long, it
would not even take us an hour from start to finish. Every year as the leaves started to fall, Dad would ask
us when we could spare a weekend to come by and help him wrap his Fig Tree. It seemed that he could
always unwrap it by himself – but the cutting, tugging and roping, pulling the circle tight, heaving the burlap
around and then the cleaning up afterwards of the cut branches all required an extra hand (or two).
So, each year, as temperatures spiraled downward as fall blended into winter, we all pitched in to help
Dad wrap his Fig Tree. And, at the end of each summer, we were rewarded with Dad’s tales about how
great the figs from his tree tasted.
Dad died too young (don’t they all?) and after he died, the house with the huge yard seemed too big, and
it was. It was a good house, a home to a large family (back then observant Catholics – and most Italians we
knew were Catholic - did not disobey the Pope when it came to his pronouncements about birth control –
so, it seemed like we all had large families). But now the house only had Mom. She rightfully decided to
downsize. We all loved our home – still do; yet with each of us having our own “home” we all knew it was
the right decision for Mom to move. But the burning question blazed: What to do with Dad’s Fig Tree? We
just couldn’t see leaving it - - what if the new owners cut it down? It was a piece of Dad. His Fig Tree. Leaving it behind seemed out of the question; it would be leaving a piece of Dad behind.
So, the decision was made to uproot Dad’s Fig Tree and move it to my house. One late fall Saturday,
aided by one of my cousins (one of Dad’s many godsons), we cut back the branches and started digging
around the root ball. Mind you, we are while collar workers now. College degrees, graduate degrees, careers that seemed important. Careers that enabled us to hire others to do our landscaping. Dad’s Fig Tree
wasn’t as old as he was - but it definitely was not young. Which means the roots had a long time to bond
with the earth. The root ball was a little bigger than we expected. And the trunk and branches – these
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weren’t as small as they seemed when viewed from the kitchen window. We continued - looking as if we
were digging up half the backyard. Cutting stray roots, struggling to tilt the tree to get underneath it, and
finally releasing its decades-long grip on the soil beneath it. Yes, we got it out. But now what to do with it?
Did I mention that I now live in Brooklyn? And this Tree was in Staten Island? We lined an SUV with a tarp
and somehow got this huge, enormous, worm-dripping, dirt-encased root ball into the back of the vehicle.
But not its branches (nor even part of its trunk). They were sticking out the back. We drove the local streets
to the Verrazano Bridge and silently held our breath as we approached and then passed the bridge’s officers with a tree growing out of the back of our SUV.
Once at my home in Brooklyn, we dug a correspondingly huge hole in the back of the yard to rival the
one we left in Staten Island. We tried to back up the car as far as possible so we wouldn’t have to break our
backs struggling and dragging Dad’s Fig Tree to its new home. Thankfully the yards in Brooklyn aren’t as
big as the yards in Staten Island. We heaved, pulled, struggled and eventually got Dad’s Fig Tree into this
yawning hole in Brooklyn. Sort of a homecoming for a piece of Dad – his Fig Tree was now in his
hometown (actually only a few miles from where he grew up, even less from where he lived when 4 of his 5
children were born). And a son of his was going to take care of this piece of Dad.
This leads me back to my recent conversation with my Dad. You see, winter is approaching. The
ground is getting hard. Some homes already have their Christmas decorations up and stores have started
their sales. There aren’t any leaves on the tree – the first frost took care of that. This means Dad’s Fig Tree
needs its annual grooming and wrapping. Not only will I get out the trimmer, but I have to take out a saw for
some of the bigger branches. I use some burlap, but also two of the biggest tarps that I have ever seen. I
have to use two different kinds of rope – one 75’ long and the other 50’ long. You see, the tree has grown.
Over the past decade (again, my Dad died in 2003) Dad’s Fig Tree has thrived. I can no longer reach the
top of the tree to get those figs – I have to use a ladder. An eight foot ladder. I can no longer eat these
many figs – I love them but having a dozen a day for weeks on end seems a little too much. We “donate” to
my mom, my siblings, my aunts, the neighbors, to our kids / nephews / nieces and still have dozens, if not
hundreds, to eat. Dad’s Fig Tree isn’t big enough for me to climb the branches (hey – every year I groom /
cut them back) but a young child can. Maybe it was the Brooklyn -soil. Maybe it really was a piece of Dad
and bringing it home to Brooklyn made it young, strong and potent.
No matter - - it is now a multi hour job to cover Dad’s Fig Tree. This leaves a lot of time to have a conversation with Dad. Am I doing it right? Am I cutting the branches too far down? Or not far enough? Should
I “groom” this section because it is getting too close to the fence? Or leave it? By roping the branches into a
circle (or at least trying): Am I hurting the tree? We go back and forth: him answering, me questioning. At
least it seems as though he is answering - I keep popping the questions. I guess every son has questions
for his Dad – especially after he is gone. Sometimes the conversation veers to other subjects. He asks
about Mom, my siblings, his grandkids, his nephews and nieces. We have a lot of time to talk – the Fig
Tree is just that big. And, it’s just him and me spending a chilly afternoon together wrapping the fig tree.
Laughing as the rope snaps (okay, maybe cussing). Discussing aloud how far we should trim a new
branch. Warning each other to be careful with the saw. He tells me he is proud of the way his tree has
grown, but is it a metaphor for how he is proud of the way his family has grown? We talk more, grow silent,
then hit upon a different topic and start anew. He sounds amazed that the grandkids are now adults but
happy that they are all doing well. We confer about which branches to clone (place them in water to try to
get them to root) – this way Dad’s Fig Tree can extend its reach to others. Soon, we hope, parts of Dad’s
Fig Tree will grow in New Jersey, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and other places across the USA. Since
I miss talking to my Dad (even listening to him talk to others), I really look forward to helping him wrap his
Fig Tree. We enjoy our time together, but as the sun starts to drop and our job is almost over we have to
say our farewells. In my mind I hug him and kiss him (yes
men kiss men) goodbye. We go our separate ways, I go
back into my home to wash up – he stays with his Tree to
stand as sentinel; after all it is his Tree.
And, now that Dad’s Fig Tree has been made ready for
winter, I have to wait until next year for our time alone for
another conversation - as come next year I will once again
perform the annual ritual of wrapping Dad’s Fig Tree.
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O C TO B E R M E E T I N G ~ N O T E S A N D P I C S

On 10\8\14, the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey held its General
Membership Dinner Meeting at Marco
Polo Restaurant in Summit. A crowd of
members enjoyed the food and camaraderie. The Society inducted two new
members; Tracy Fabral, NJ State Parole
and Inv. Kenneth Luongo, NJ Dept. of
Corrections into the organization. In addition, a special recognition
award was presented to Michael Trama and an Exceptional Duty
Award was presented to PO Robert Manfre, Port Authority PD for his
apprehension of a bank robbery suspect following a high speed
pursuit. A Lifetime Recognition Award was presented to National FOP
Vice President Edward Brannigan for his decades of service as NJ State FOP President.
Union County Sheriff and State Assemblyman Joseph Cryan addressed the group and was
recognized for his support of law enforcement. Finally police officers from Jersey City PD
and Mt. Laurel PD were presented with
Police Safety Packages.
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On December 6th
our brothers and
sisters from the
Nassau County
Sheriff's
Department
Columbia
Association
celebrated their
Bi-Annual
Installation
Dinner Dance at
the Crest Hollow
Country Club in
Woodbury, NY.
Members of the IAPSNJ attended to celebrate this event. Pictured here is President William Schievella along
with Nassau County Sheriff's Dept. Columbia Association President Thomas Barretti and members of his
Executive Board along with Executive Board members of the NYPD Columbia Association, NYC Department
of Corrections Columbia Association and the Nassau County Police Columbia Association.

Congratulations to NJBlueNow Magazine /
Envisage Productions on their very
successful and well attended Dinner and
Networking event held on December 3rd
at the Valley Regency in Clifton. Thanks
to Daniel Del Valle and Donna RomanHernandez for all their efforts and hard
work on behalf of the law enforcement
community.
In Photo (L~R)
Essex County College Police Academy Director Rocco Miscia, Eileen Donadio,
Donna Roman-Hernandez and IAPSNJ Exec. Secretary Pat Minutillo

IAPSNJ Executive Board Members
Attending the Jersey City Police Officers
Benevolent Association Holiday Gala at
GlenPoint in Teaneck on December 13.
With IAPSN members are President
Carmine Disbrow, Vice President Vinnie
Disbrow and Freeholder Anthony
Romano.
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Police Misconduct Cases: Knowing How the Legal System Works If You Are Alleged To
Have Committed An Act Of Misconduct.
By: Robert A. Bianchi, Esq. – Criminal Defense Attorney; Police Practices Expert;
Frm. Morris County Prosecutor

Police officers are often understandably confused about the legal issues involved in a case where there have been allegations
of wrongdoing, whether by an individual officer or their department.
Essentially, there are three (3) areas of law that may come to play when there are allegation of wrongdoing. It is imperative for
police officers, as well as the attorneys handling your matter, to have a basic understanding of the different areas of law and the
interplay between them, so that you can understand the different legal ramifications dependent on the type of claim.
1. Criminal Conduct and the Attorney General Guidelines Regarding Official Misconduct
Almost any type of conduct for wrongdoing “under the color of office” can be considered an act of Official Misconduct in New
Jersey. Moreover, the definition of Official Misconduct has a very wide and far encompassing reach from very minor infractions to
the most serious cases of wrongdoing. The penalty, however, is just the same regardless of how minor or serious the charge. In
New Jersey, charges against officers for very minor infractions have been occurring with more frequency, and, as a result, some
officers face the draconian sentencing provisions of the Official Misconduct statute.
I use the word “draconian” because this wide ranging statute is a 2nd degree offense that carries a mandatory minimum of 5
years without parole in state prison, if convicted. I am sure that this well-meaning law was used to eradicate unlawful conduct by
public officials, however, in my opinion, it is currently wrongly used to punish cops for offenses that are, at times, trivial and not
consistent with the laudable reasons the Legislature originally intended when they passed this law. Moreover, in addition to the
severe prison sentences, an officer should expect to forfeit their pension and to agree to never hold public office again.
In these cases, there is a high probability that an officer will plead guilty to a lesser offense (prior to being charged) because the
Attorney General Guidelines makes the possibility of a plea very difficult, if not impossible, after charges have been filed against an
officer for Official Misconduct. Of course, all of this is fact dependent and hinges on how strong a case the prosecution has.
www.bianchilawgroup.com • (862) 210-8570
A great defense attorney will be extremely proactive to mitigate the issues well before the charges are formally filed, allowing
the defense attorney and prosecutor the ability to work out the case effectively while also being in accordance with the Attorney
General Guidelines, should the prosecution be so inclined.
2. Administrative Hearings
At the same time a criminal investigation is occurring, an internal affairs investigation may also occur. Only if the prosecutor
asks internal affairs to stop investigating (which often happens so that the criminal investigation is not impeded), does the administrative investigation stop for the time-being. However, if the prosecutor makes a determination not to file criminal charges, the case
will be returned to the department to allow the internal affairs process to begin. Accordingly, it is not unusual that both a criminal
prosecution and internal affairs complaint are being handled at the very same time, making representation nuanced and challenging for the defense attorney of the police officer client.
Importantly, the internal affairs investigation is reviewing the same conduct as the criminal investigation, but under different
laws/rules and standards of proof. While a prosecutor’s office may decline to prosecute, the department may very well find that the
officer violated rules of conduct and administratively punish the officer separately from any decision of the prosecutor.
An officer must also remember that this interplay between criminal and administrative investigations can get tricky, as an officer
has the constitutional right to remain silent in a criminal investigation, but not in an administrative investigation. However, as our
previous article noted, officers must invoke their Garrity warnings in such scenarios so that any statement given to internal affairs
cannot be used against the officer in a criminal investigation. This is a major area where police – and even attorneys – make monumental errors that can have devastating consequences to the officer.
This brings us to a very important point that we continually confront and is often misunderstood. Typically, the defense attorney
and police officer client are not told why the prosecutor decided not to file criminal charges. In my experience as prosecutor, many
times charges were not filed against the officer despite the presence of criminal wrongdoing because the prosecutor’s office did not
have enough evidence to prove the case to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt. However, it is very important to note that this decision of the prosecutor can change.
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Therefore, after a case is sent back to internal affairs, an officer and his attorney must ensure that nothing develops in the internal affairs case that upon a re-review would help the prosecution prove its case since prior to this they did not have enough evidence. Typically, this can occur when internal affairs takes a statement from the officer in the administrative proceeding.
The prosecution does not have access to these statements from the defendant because of their 5th Amendment rights during
its investigation of criminal conduct. Quite conversely, during an administrative hearing, the officer must answer questions from the
internal affairs and these statements can later be used to help prosecution prove a criminal case if you are not careful and cognizant about your rights.
This is why it is imperative that at all stages of an administrative investigation (even those that were sent back to the department by the prosecutor), you and your attorney continue to ensure that you are protected by Garrity warnings so anything you say
cannot be used against you later. Many times people let their “guard down” after the prosecutor sends the case back to the department. This can be a fatal mistake!
3. Civil Rights Law
Both the Federal and New Jersey Constitution guarantee citizens’ rights. If the police are alleged to have violated those rights,
the citizen can sue in civil court to redress the alleged wrongdoing. The manner in which a person can sue a police department
and/or officer is different between the Federal and State system. Accordingly, different proofs are required for a citizen to be successful depending on the type of lawsuit filed.
In any event, regardless of whether state or federal civil rights laws are implicated, when a complaint is brought by a citizen
against an officer or department, the complaint is filed with the court. Thereafter, interrogatories (written questions and answers
regarding the allegations) are produced and depositions (sworn testimony) are taken of the person(s) sued and/or anyone with
relevant knowledge of the facts of the case. Throughout this process, the court attempts to settle the case. If settlement discussions are unsuccessful, the matter will go to trial, where a jury is asked to determine if a civil rights violation occurred, and if so,
how much money would compensate the citizen.
Here too, the attorney representing a police officer should be very watchful that anything testified to by the officer does not implicate them in an act of Official Misconduct or other criminal wrongdoing. This testimony too can later be used against the officer
in a criminal proceeding and the attorney needs to be very careful to object (and refuse to answer) any question that has the capacity to endanger the officer in a later criminal proceeding. Many times, civil attorneys do not understand this or are not savvy
enough to protect the officer from this exposure. Therefore, if you are being sued civilly, you must be proactive! Do not assume
your civil attorney is aware of the possible criminal dangers. Make sure to discuss these issues extensively with your attorney before you are in an environment where you have to answer questions under oath. www.bianchilawgroup.com • (862) 210-8570
As you can see from the above mentioned sections, there are the three (3) main areas of law that are implicated when an officer, or their department, is alleged to have committed wrongdoing. Knowing these basics will at least provide an understanding of
the various moving parts to the legal process.
Of course, having an attorney that is familiar and skilled in all of these areas is important. As you can see, the same facts can
implicate different areas of law, different standards, and result in different punishments and/or consequences to the officer.
The team at The Bianchi Law Group, LLC, wishes you all a safe and happy New Year!

The Bianchi Law Group, LLC is a full-service litigation law firm practicing in the areas of criminal defense, personal injury and business litigation. The firm is led by Robert A. Bianchi, Esq., the former Morris County Prosecutor, one of only 250 Certified Criminal
Trial Attorneys in New Jersey, as designated by the New Jersey Supreme Court, and the only
former County Prosecutor among this elite group. Bob is joined by
David Bruno, Esq., a former Assistant County Prosecutor and Certified Criminal Trial Attorney, and Brielle Perelli, Esq.
We work intimately with police groups and many state, federal and
municipal public servants, matrimonial attorneys, mental health providers, the business community to assist them with their legal matters and provide customized training in their respective disciplines.
Our extensive network of contacts and relationships in these fields,
as well as many others, is invaluable in assisting our clients in
achieving the results they desire in their cases.
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