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SANTA AND MRS CLAUS MADE
THEIR ANNUAL VISIT TO THE
IAPSNJ ANUAL CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PARTY TO BENEFIT
BIG BROTHERS AND BIG SISTERS
ORGANIZATION.

DINNER DANCE
MARCH 23
2013
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

WE AT THE IAPSNJ WOULD
LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR
MEMBERS, FRIENDS,
ASSOCIATES AND THEIR
FAMILIES A VERY HAPPY,
HEALTHY AND SAFE NEW
YEAR.

Columbus Day was celebrated once
again with the IAPSNJ marching in
the Annual NYC Columbus Day
Parade. See story and photos on
pages 14 and 15 inside this edition.
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and Detective Matthew
Stambuli of the Hudson
County Prosecutor's Office will serve as a new
Trustee. I welcome them
to their new positions and
the Executive Board and I
look forward to working
I would also like to
together with them to
take this opportunity to
commend Governor Chris continue to improve our
Christie for his leadership organization in the coming year.
during the storm and its
devastating aftermath.
I would like to wish all
Under his leadership, the
of our members, friends
state government was
and families a Healthy
prepared and law enand Happy Holiday Seaforcement resources
were quick to respond to son! Please make 2013
the needs of New Jersey- the year that you become
more involved in our orians. Both Governor
ganization. Make it a
Christie and Attorney
point to attend a General
General Chiesa were
Membership Dinner
hands on in there apMeeting or a social or
proach to the crisis. I
was personally on sever- charity event. Network
al conference calls where with the 5,000 other
these leaders were quick- members in our organizaly allocating public safety tion and enjoy the fraterresources to counties and nity of fellow Italian Amerlocal government. While ican law enforcement officers. I am thankful for
there have been differences between the Gov- your support in reelecting me to another
ernor and the law enforcement community in term as your President. I
am extremely proud to
the past based on pensions and benefits, I think serve you all and pledge
that in this case his lead- to work along with my
fellow law enforcement
ership was exceptional.
organizations in the comThe Executive Board ing year.
begins a new two year
term of office in January. Fraternally yours
Ronald Sepe of the US
Marshals Service NY/NJ William Schievella
President
Regional Fugitive Task
Force will serve as the
Executive Vice President
State PBA is providing
assistance to those police
officers that are in need
after the storm regardless
of what union they are
affiliated with.

John Lazzara

Dear Member
As the Holiday Season arrives, many of us in
New Jersey are still trying
to return to normalcy after
the effects of Hurricane
Sandy. This powerful
storm wreaked havoc upon many New Jersey residents. As always our
states men and women in
blue displayed countless
acts of heroism during
the storm protecting life
and property. Many of
our own sisters and
brothers in law enforcement placed their lives in
jeopardy to protect us
while their own homes
were destroyed. New
Jersey's law enforcement
community was there to
protect and serve the
states eight million citizens. During this terrible
crisis, NJ State PBA
President Anthony Wieners came to the assistance of officers in need
and their families. Under
his leadership, the NJ

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Remember, you can always view this Magazine in
full color with active links by visiting our site at

www.iapsnj.org.

It was my honor to speak at the first meeting of the Polish American Police Association of
NJ in Wallington. Great bunch of enthusiastic cops starting this organization. Proud our
Italian American Police Society could be of help. Krakus Restaurant on Sept. 20. 2012

IAPSNJ members
enjoying the 42nd
Annual Columbus Day
Celebration Banquet at
Mayfair Farms in West
Orange. Proud to have
NJ Transit Police Chief
Christopher Trucillo
as 2012 Man of the Year.
(See photo on page 23)
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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From the Editor ~ Pat Minutillo
erage of our
organization
on Channel
7 thanks to
former
“IAPSNJ
Man of the
Year” Joe
Piscopo and
Maria Bartiromo .
Unfortunately,
shortly
thereafter on
October
29th the
State of New Jersey,
Well, it’s been an
extremely busy quarter especially our Jersey
since our last edition. shore, was devastatWe were able to come ed with Hurricane/
together and celebrate NorEaster Sandy.
Most of us were withour proud heritage at
our annual Columbus out electric power,
heat, hot water, teleDay events and paphone services, gasorades despite being
line and other necessihampered by some
ties for several weeks
bad weather. Fortuwhile many others
nately, it cleared up
and it turned out to be tragically lost everya beautiful day for the thing in the onslaught
parade in NYC where of that terrible storm.
we once again had a
Our organization,
very, very impressive
along with many of the
contingency marching other law enforcement
down Fifth Avenue with organizations around
some exceptional cov- the state offered whatVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

ever assistance they
could under those conditions. Despite their
own problems at home
and at work many of
our members provided
their services wherever
they could and we are
extremely proud of
each and everyone of
them for their commitment to our communities and it’s citizens
when it is genuinely
needed.

of water and a single
bar of soap when they
clearly need so much
more. Or the elderly
lady crying on my
shoulder that she had
nothing to give us back
after we gave her the
basic necessities. The
gratitude of those people and their strength
will always be in my
memory and remind
me of how proud I am
to be a resident of this
community and the
While scanning Fa- state of NJ.”
cebook I happened to
come across the folFortunately, Rosie
lowing post by one of
was just one of many
our Executive Board
hundreds of caring and
members, Rosie
highly dedicated police
Minoughan of the NJ
officers, firefighters,
Transit Police and I
EMS and other first
thought it pretty much responders who ansummed up what this swered the bell on this
was all about for our
disaster and clearly
responders:
displayed what our
profession is really all
“Humbled to have
about and why we
spent the day with the should all be proud to
Union Beach commu- be a part of it.
nity and RAINE delivering hot food and supplies door to door to
the hardest hit areas.
Having people with
nothing telling u they
only need a few bottles
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THIS YEAR’S VISITING ITALIAN POLICE DIGNITARIES
ELENCO CONTINGENTI
(per East Hanover)
Alberto
Sergio
Paolo
Giovanni
Alessandro
Luigino
Fabrizio
Laura
Giuseppe
Francesco
Sabato
Giuseppe
Simona












CARACCIOLO
TINTI
PASSAMONTI
BUSACCA
ALBINI
AMOROSA
CESARI
PRATESI
PONTILLO
ARGENIO
BUONOVINO
FEDI
PAPPALARDO

Ispettore Superiore
Dirigente Generale
Dirigente Superiore
Primo Dirigente
Vice Questore Agg.
Vice Questore Agg.
Vice Questore Agg.
Vice Questore Agg.
Sostit. Commissario
Ispettore Capo
Ispettore Capo
Ispettore
Assistente

FIRENZE
FIRENZE
PESCARA
ROMA
MACERATA
ROMA
ROMA
PESCARA
AVELLINO
AVELLINO
AVELLINO
GENOVA
GENOVA

Dirigente Superior = Commissioner / General
Primo Dirigente = Deputy Commissioner / Colonel
Vice Questore Agg. = Deputy Commissioner / Lieutenant Colonel
Commissario Capo = Chief Commissary / Major
Ispettore Superiore = Superior Inspector / Captain
Ispettore Capo = Chief Inspector / Lieutenant
Ispettore = Inspector / Lieutenant
Sovrintendente Capo = Chief Superintendent / Sergeant
Sovrintendente = Superintendent / Sergeant
Assistente Capo = Chief Assistant / Corporal
Assistente = Assistant / Corporal

FROM AFTER THE BADGE.COM
SOCIAL SECURITY RETIREES TO GET ANOTHER COLA INCREASE IN 2013
For those PFRS retirees receiving Social Security, they will see a 1.7% percent increase in 2013 due to
the rise in the Consumer Price Index. The Social Security COLA increase in 2012 was 3.6% percent. In
the meantime, all PFRS retirees have been without any COLA increases in their retirement checks thanks
to Governor Christie's Pension Reform, also known as Chapter 78, that has suspended ALL COLA increases since July, 2011. Contact your Public Safety Unions or Retirement Groups and Associations and
ask them when we will begin receiving the COLA increases in our PFRS retirement checks.
Also in 2013, Social Security retirees will no longer receive a paper check in the mail beginning March 1,
2013. The only way to receive Social Security payment after that date will be through Direct Deposit to
your Bank or Credit Union Account or through a Prepaid Debit Card, called Direct Express Debit
Mastercard.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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NEW JERSEY LAW ENFORCEMENT GOLF
C L A S S I C F O R S P E C I A L O LY M P I C S
IAPSNJ MEMBERS COME OUT ONCE AGAIN TO HELP SUPPORT A GREAT CAUSE

Bob Belfiore and Chris Trucillo
Ron Sepe, Larry Mays, Pat Minutillo & Brian Belfiore

Wednesday, September 19, 2013
Forsgate Country Club, Monroe Twp., NJ
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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RIP FRANK BENEDETTO

LIFETIME

MEMBER OF THE

IAPSNJ

It is with deep sadness that we inform you of the passing of Lifetime Board Member Frank
Benedetto. Frank succumbed to a heart attack on Saturday, September 22, 2012. Frank was a
charter member of the Italian American Police Society of NJ when he was a captain in the Bergen
County Sheriffs Department. Below is the obituary from the Bergen Record. Please keep the
Benedetto family in your prayers.

Frank Benedetto, 64, of Lyndhurst, died on Saturday, September 22, 2012. Mr. Benedetto was born in New
York, NY, and has been a resident of Lyndhurst since 1957. He was a Marine Corps Veteran who served from 1967
to 1969. Frank attended Bergen County Police Academy in 1973, Federal Law Enforcement Training Academy of
Glenco, GA in 1983, FBI National Police Academy, 148th Session, Quantico, VA in 1987 and International Assoc. of
Chiefs of Police, Alexandria, VA in 1994. He was the Chief of Operations at Bergen County Sheriff's Dept. for 33
years (1970-2000) and then Director of the Bergen County Div. of Consumer Affairs for eight years (2003-2011).
Frank had been Past President of the Lyndhurst School Board, a member of AmVETS Post 20, Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey, Italian American Club & Columbus Club of Lyndhurst and
Italian American Police Society of New Jersey Man of the Year.
Frank is survived by his beloved wife, Linda (nee Allen) Benedetto, by his loving children, Dawn Failace and her
husband, Michael, Diane Gress and her husband, Richard and Dr. Frank Benedetto and his wife, Jaclyn, by his dear
grandchildren, Jessica and Michael Failace, Mackenzie Gress and Frankie and Olivia Benedetto, by his sisters, Cecilia Biddescomb, Angela Pfeifer and her husband, Dan and Frances Benedetto, and by his niece and nephew,
John and Christine Biddescomb.

RIP VINCENT LOMBARDI
HOBOKEN POLICE OFFICER FOR 32 YEARS
We are saddened to report the passing of Hoboken Detective Sergeant Vincent
“Vinny” Lombardi, 77, who passed away on November 24. 2012 from complications
of metastatic lung cancer.
Sgt. Lombardi served 32 years with the Hoboken Police Department before he
retired.in 1994.
Sgt. Lombardi is the father of Hoboken Detective Vincent T. Lombardi, a long
time IAPSNJ member and currently serving as President of Hoboken P.B.A.
Local #2.
Our sincere condolences are extended to the entire Lombardi family on their
loss, as well as to all his friends and associates in the Hoboken Police Department.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to
both of our
members and
friends, Sheriff Edward V.
Rochford
and Cherie
Castellano,
“ He works very well with on their very
prestigious
other law enforcement
recognition by
agencies” “His whole
career, he’s just been a cop’s the State
cop and a people person”. Troopers Coalition.
Sgt. James Dobak Jr.

Administrator of Troopers
Sheriff
Coalition
Rochford re-

Coalition’s “2012 Lifetime Achievement
Award” this past October, and the IAPSNJ
could not think of a
more deserving individual
Also recognized
was Cherie Castellano
as the Coalition’s
“Woman of the Year”. Cherie Castellano is the
Director of the Cop 2
Cop program, a crisis
We like to note that
hotline for law
Cherie was also previenforcement
officers
ously recognized as
that aims, among other
the IAPSNJ “Woman of
things, to prevent police
the Year”
suicides.

ceived the
Also, congratulations to Sheriff
Rochford upon being selected as the
2013 Grand Marshall for the annual
Morris County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade.
The Sheriff was also a recipient of
the “Distinguished American” award
from the Morris County Chapter of
the National Foundation and College
Hall of Fame, and The American
Cancer Society recently honored Ed
as their ”Volunteer of the Year” .
Great Job Sheriff! We’re proud to
have you as a member and friend of
our organization.
Italian Superstitions

No Birds in the House
Italians often believe that having a bird in the house brings bad luck. I have heard this growing up and none of the
older generations I knew to never had pet birds, but today many Italian American families have pet birds. Some versions of the superstition include even bird feathers, especially peacock feathers with their potentially "Evil" eye. I
was told growing up that the reason for birds being bad luck stemmed from the Bible, when St. Peter denied that he
knew Jesus three times before the cock crowed.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Interested in viewing this Magazine in full color on line?
Would you like to re-visit a previous issue?
Simply go to our web site at:

www.iapsnj.org
and you will find our Magazine link in the upper right hand corner. Just click
on the link and choose the issue of your choice.

TIME TO LIGHTEN UP!
FOR YOU GOLFERS
Sal Wallerstein was at the country club for his weekly round of golf. He
began his round with an eagle on the first hole and a birdie on the
second.
On the third hole he had just scored his first ever hole-in-one when his
cell phone rang... It was a doctor notifying him that his wife had just
been in an accident and was in critical condition and in ICU.
The man told the doctor to inform his wife where he was and that he'd be
there as soon as possible. As he hung up he realized he was leaving what
was shaping up to be his best ever round of golf.
He decided to get in a couple of more holes before heading to the
hospital. He ended up playing all eighteen, finishing his round shooting
a personal best 61, shattering the club record by five strokes and
beating his previous best game by more than 10. He was jubilant....
Then he remembered his wife. Feeling guilty he dashed to the hospital.
He saw the doctor in the corridor and asked about his wife's condition.
the doctor glared at him and shouted, "You went ahead and finished your
round of golf didn't you! I hope you're proud of yourself!"
"While you were out for the past four hours enjoying yourself at the
country club your wife has been languishing in the ICU! It's just as
well you went ahead and finished that round because it will be more than
likely your last! For the rest of her life she will require round the
clock care and you will be her care giver! She will need IV's; you will
have to change her colostomy bag every 3 hours; she will have to be
spoon fed 3 times a day and don't forget the hygiene care."
The man broke down and sobbed.
The doctor chuckled and said, "I'm just screwing with you. She's dead.
What'd you shoot?"

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Repeal the Windfall Elimination Provision
(WEP), and demand adoption of HR1332
and S2010 by congress.
Here is an interesting movement being distributed throughout the internet and Facebook.
Wouldn’t we all love to see this crummy law repealed.
Demand that the WEP be overturned and that those who have paid into Social Security receive
the full benefit of the Social Security taxes they paid over their entire working life like everyone else
who paid Social Security taxes. Demand adoption of HR1332 and S2010 which recognize that a
"windfall" in the 1980's in no way reflects a "windfall" today. Challenge the notion that social welfare
law does not have to meet the same standards of constitutionality as other law. (See Rudykoff vs.
Apfel, 1999).
Hundreds of thousands of service sector employees (teachers, firefighters and police) are
affected by the WEP which radically reduces Social Security pensions if the individual also receives
a private pension on the premise that the total amount received would represent a "windfall". The
one constitutional challenge to the WEP (Rudykoff vs. Apfel, 1999) was overturned on the bases that
the WEP met its intention (to prevent a windfall) and also that social welfare law does not have to
meet the same standards as other law on the basis of precedence. Many individuals due to the WEP
receive amounts from their private pensions and Social Security that put them under poverty level.

Proudly Wear Your
Organization’s Apparel!
ORDER @
www.iapsnjwear.com
CALL 732-277-7123
SALES@SMVINC.COM
RI

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
If you wish to continue receiving
these magazines and your dues are
not up to date please renew your
membership in a timely manner.
We’d hate to lose you as part of
our IAPSNJ family.

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2011 Membership Dues of $25 to
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal
has taken off and at least 15% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining and
paying their dues fully on-line.
This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of
it. It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2012 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No
PayPal account, No Worries. The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.
Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ,

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Congratulations to all of the honorees from the Italian Heritage Month
Celebration co-sponsored by the Italian American Police Society of NJ and the
Morris County Prosecutor's Office. Special welcome to the visiting police
officers from the Italian State Police.
IAPSNJ / MCPO Italian Heritage Month Celebration honorees were:
Madison Police Officer Lisa Esposito, Morris Co. Law & Public Safety Director
Scott Digiralomo, MCPO Lt. Angelo Rosato, East Hanover Mayor Joseph
Pannullo and Paramus Police Det. Rachel Morgan.
Congratulations to our 2013~2014 slate of officers who were voted into office at our
November General Membership Meeting
William Schievella
President
Ronald Sepe
Executive Vice President
John Lazzara
1st Vice President
Jerry Onnembo
2nd Vice President
Alfonse Imperiale
3rd Vice President
Joseph Simonetti
Financial Vice President

Allan Attanasio
Recording Secretary
John Sisto
Financial Secretary
Patrick Minutillo
Executive Secretary
Vincent Nardone
Director
John Sartori
Sgt. At Arms
Sebastian D’Amato
Director of Communications

Trustees
Rose Minoughan

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Robert Belfiore
David Cavaliere
Nick Incanella
Peter Serrone
Nat Faronea
Richard Giordano
Dominick Imperiale
Christopher Mincolelli
Daniel Sollitti
Michael Puzio
Anthony Magnotta
Joseph Rutigliano
Matthew Stambuli
John Stroka
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Italian New Year Traditions
The Romans prepare for the New Year celebrations with great excitement and joy. The New Year is known
as 'January Kalends'. The preparations start with decoration of houses and work places. Lights are
adorned and greenery is given much preference during the New Year Italian decorations.
The Italian people wear new clothes and exchange gifts on these days. The gifts play very vital role in brining fortune to homes. People are extra careful in choosing the right presents for their loved ones. The Italian New Year gift items that are considered very lucky sweets, honey jar, Gold, silver, money, coins and
lamps. Every gift denotes something very special features and this is the reason that Italian people love
spreading their happiness by sharing these gifts.
Honey signifies sweetness and peace; gold and other precious metals are to bring prosperity and lamps
are to illuminate the year with light.
Another funny tradition in Italy on New Year is to wear red inner wears. It is auspicious to welcome the new
beginning by ringing in 'La Fiesta di San Silvestro' which means - New Years Eve in Italy.
Italian New Year lucky foods
In Italy, food is given much upper hand while observing the Italian New Year customs. The customs vary
from region to places but, some of the major items never changes. Sweet bread or cake is clicked and
served in most of the parts of Italy. This food item symbolizes prosperity and hope for New Year.
Lentils are considered very lucky in Italy and these are consumed with the New Year traditional meals. The
black eyed peas are considered fortune bringing food item. It symbolizes money and since, they are green
it is really auspicious. Pork with fatty sausages signifies fattening wallets.
For special dinner as one of the significant Italian New Year traditions different cuisines are prepared and
enjoyed with all the family members. Here is the menu for Italian New Year meals Appetizers  Pickled herring (you can opt for herring as salad or with sour cream sauce)
 Black-eyed peas and ham (other option includes beef short ribs or sauerkraut)
 Cole slaw or you can go with cabbage salad
 In dessert, pig shaped cookies, plain cake (with coin baked in it) and other Greek cuisines are very
popular in the New Years Italian celebrations.
Hope you enjoyed the Italian New Year traditions and had fun knowing about the various customs and beliefs of Europe.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATIONS
Since 1929, the Columbus Day Parade
has been a celebration
of Italian-American
Heritage held in midOctober. This year, on
Monday, October 8,
2012, over 35,000
marchers, including a
large contingency from
the Italian American
Police Society of New
Jersey, participated in
the annual Columbus
Day Parade traveling
north along Fifth Avenue from 44th Street to
72nd Street beginning
at 11:30 a.m.
It is estimated 1 million people lined Fifth
Avenue to watch the
three-and-a-half hour
parade.
The Columbus Citizens Foundation said
the parade is the largest celebration of Italian-American culture in
the world.
“There’s such a
patriotic feeling being
American and Italian.
It’s wonderful,” one parade-goer was heard
saying.
“I love it, it’s great,
it’s wonderful to be out
here for the ItalianAmericans and the
people from Italy,” another woman told a reporter.

GREAT JOB!

Our 2012
Parade
Committee

GRAND MARSHALL

PARADE QUEEN

CHIEF

MISS

CHRISTOPHER

CATHERINE

TRUCILLO

NARDONE

Al AttanasioChairman
David
Cavaliere
John Sisto
Mike Puzio
Pete Serrone

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Columbus
Day. Today our organization celebrated its Italian American pride by
participating in the NYC Columbus Day Parade. Our organization looked
sharp on 5th Avenue with many marchers, dozens of police motorcycles,
police specialty vehicles and family members. Our 2012 Parade Queen
Miss Catherine Nardone looked beautiful along with NJ Transit Police
Chief Chris Trucillo who was our 2012 Parade Grand Marshal. I would
like to thank our brothers and sisters from the NYPD Columbia Association for their hospitality and welcome our friends from the Hartford Police Department Italian Officers Association who came down to march
with us. A special thanks goes to Hudson County Sheriff Frank Schillari
for his outstanding support of today's event and to our friend Enzo from
La Reggia Restaurant in Secaucus who prepared us a terrific Columbus
Day luncheon after the parade. I am very proud to march with the finest
cops in New Jersey and I am honored to be your President.
William Schievella, President

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATIONS

Lots more photos available
on our web site. Be sure to
visit us at www.iapsnj.org.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine January 2013
Page 16

Winter Edition
V o l um e 1 , I s s ue 1 7

Opinion:
New Jersey's Pension Funds Are Invested Prudently
Published: Friday, October 19,
2012,
By Robert E. Grady
An article in The Star-Ledger
last month regarding investments
by a group of hedge funds into
Atlantic City’s Revel Casino
claimed to “shine light” on the way
New Jersey invests its pension
assets. By focusing on such a
very, very small investment in a
highly diversified $72 billion-dollar
pension system portfolio in such a
misleading way, the article undoubtedly raised the anxiety level
of retirees and New Jersey taxpayers unnecessarily. In fact, New
Jersey’s pension system has outperformed other states and industry benchmarks in recent years.
The article implied that, because one hedge fund had received an investment from the
state pension fund — an investment constituting less than twotenths of 1 percent of the pension
fund’s assets — and invested with
a group of others in Revel, this
posed undue risk to New Jersey’s
pension beneficiaries. That made
for a compelling narrative, but it
was misleading.
In fact, New Jersey has invested in more than 40 hedge funds,
along with more than 900 U.S.
stocks, 500 international stocks
and exchange traded funds, many
hundreds of bonds and other fixed
income instruments, and more
than 100 private equity and real
estate funds.
The pensions invest this broadly
because, in volatile markets, a
highly diversified portfolio of in-

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

vestments in high-quality securities and top-rated investment partners offers the best protection
against downside risk and the
best prospect for balanced appreciation.
The hedge fund in question,
Canyon Partners, will itself invest
in more than two dozen individual
company securities, meaning
Revel is just one of more than
3,000 companies in which the
state owns some type of debt or
equity investment. Moreover, the
article did not mention that Canyon has delivered returns far into
the top quartile of all hedge funds
in the United States, with a return
of approximately 32 percent at a
time when investments in the S&P
500 Index didn’t make money.
That superior performance alone
led the state to renew its investment in Canyon in 2011.
The article also implied that the
small Revel investment by Canyon had political origins in the current administration, when, in fact,
the original investment by the
state in Canyon Partners was
made in 2007, years before the
arrival of Gov. Chris Christie’s administration or the current membership of the State Investment
Council, which, in any event, does
not and cannot pick Canyon’s investments or in any hedge fund
once we have invested.
The article tried to minimize
the performance of New Jersey’s
pension fund, noting it experienced a 2.52 percent return in the
fiscal year ended June 30, 2012.
What the article did not mention
was that this return exceeded industry benchmarks for the same
asset allocation by 2 full percent-

age points — and it exceeded the
return of the California Public Employee Retirement System, the
nation’s largest public pension
system, by 126 basis points; that
of the State of Florida State Board
of Administration by almost 200
basis points; and Harvard University’s endowment by approximately 300 points.
More important, in fiscal year
2011, the New Jersey pension
fund returned 18.03 percent (a
market gain of almost $13 billion
when the system pays out a little
more than $7 billion), more than
1,000 basis points above the 7.95
percent return the state’s actuaries use as the fund’s assumed
long-term average annual return.
Indeed, for 2011, New Jersey’s
fund was named “Large Public
Pension Plan of the Year” by Institutional Investor’s Money Management Letter.
The Ledger article creatively
but falsely insinuated that the
state is placing “bets” on risky investments to make up for poor
investment returns or for political
reasons. In fact, the return in
these past two years on the
state’s highly diversified and carefully constructed portfolio have
been comparatively excellent, in
part because of the hard work,
diligent research and investment
insight of the staff of the New Jersey Division of Investment. This
proper perspective should have
been offered.
Robert E. Grady, a native of Livingston, is chairman of the New
Jersey State Investment Council,
which oversees New Jersey’s $72
billion pension system.
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Another Round of Broken Pension Promises
Anthony F. Wieners - State P.B.A. President
From the day Governor Christie
took office and broke his promise to
police and firefighters to never reduce
benefits for active or retired officers,
we have been engaged in a never
ending effort to stop the revisionist
history of blaming employees for the
unfunded liability in the pension system. The facts are clear that the State
and local governments went nearly a
decade without making a full contribution into the State pension system
and nearly a full 3 years passed without a penny of employer contributions
being made. Unfunded liabilities exploded and combined with a failing
economy and pension investments
what was once an overfunded pension system soon became, in the
Governor's words, "unsustainable".
But sometimes the facts don't get
in the way of good politics and the
Governor's mastery of storytelling
has rewritten the State's pension history. So when the pension and health
benefit reform law was signed in
2011 and the champagne corks were
popped in some circles around the
State that public employees were
finally put in their place, we were told
to be thankful that our pensions were
finally "saved" and that the increased
employee contributions would only
help restore fiscal soundness to the
pension fund.
Retired cops in their 70's, 80's
and 90's who have small pensions
and needed a COLA to survive were
told by the Governor and others that
these reforms were leading to a day
around the corner when COLA would
be given back to them. Active officers
who saw their pension contributions
jump to 10% and their health care
contributions increase to as much as
33% of an uncontrollable premium
were told their increased payments
were needed to pay off the unfunded
liability in THEIR pension system.
So after 3 years and 2 rounds of
pension cuts, New Jersey law en-
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forcement officers started making
their increased payments. But as with
everything else that has been said
about pension reform in New Jersey,
the demand that increased employee
payments were required immediately
to "save their pensions" were a half
truth designed to mislead the public.
On October 16th the Governor announced that because of the pension
changes local governments could
skip making another $116 million in
payments to the pension system.
That was on top of $267 million in
"savings" the law yielded after its
passage. So in the end, the same
local governments that skipped billions in pension payments that created the unfunded liability in the pension system that became
"unsustainable" are now being rewarded with $383 million in cuts to
their current pension obligations.
Now let's be clear. I don't oppose
using lower pension liabilities to lessen the impact on property tax payers.
The Governor and his allies have
done their best to make this an "us
versus them" debate. But I am taxpayer too. A solvent pension system
is what I was promised and I am
ready to pay my fair share because it
matters a lot more to me than to the
average citizen whether my pension
is around for my retirement. But this
kickback to local government reeks of
hypocrisy and it rewards the same
politicians who created the crisis in
the first place.
Look at it as you would your mortgage as if you were behind on your
payments and the interest was piling
on. If you suddenly received a big
cash payment wouldn't you want to
pay down your debt on the house or
would you use that money to buy
something unrelated? I would like to
think you would pay off your house
debt to make sure you don't lose it.
But that is the point the State is
missing here. They have demanded

that our senior citizen retirees lose
their COLA on their pension, have
increased our contribution rate to the
highest in the State at 10% and have
made structural changes to lower
their costs. Wouldn't it make more
sense financially and out of fundamental honesty to then take those
"savings" and use them to pay down
more of the unfunded liability faster?
Wasn't the point of all these changes
to lower "unsustainable" pension liability so that employee pensions
would be secured for the future?
Any cop will tell you that all they
are looking for when they are working
is honesty. In this case, we are all
wondering where the honesty is in
using reduced pension costs to reward State and local government failure to fund their past obligations.
Where is the honesty for an older
retired officer who was promised
these savings would bring his COLA
back quickly but then told by the
State that COLA won't be restored
until 2026? Where is the honesty for
a cop who is now paying $20,000
more for pension and health benefit
costs only to see health care premiums continue to rise, politically connected health care brokers continue
to get rich and additional pension
contributions go to a government that
nearly bankrupted his retirement rather than toward paying down pension debt as we were told had to be
done immediately?
When cops are made out to be
the enemy of the people to advance a
political agenda, we can see it for
what it is. But when we are called on
to bail out the government for their
abuses that caused record losses in
our pension and then watch that
money leave the pension system we
can't help but feel disgust and disappointment we didn't think possible
after the last 3 years.
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Great Italian American Series
Antonio Meucci (1808 ~ 1896)
An invention none of us
could live without, a tool of
modern communications so
basic that many of today's
business and social activities would be inconceivable
in its absence, the telephone, is at the center of a
series of events so strange
as to amount to a
"whodunit."
Most of us were brought
up on the story of Alexander Graham Bell, the romantic figure of an inventor
with dash and charm. Some
of these favorable impressions must have come from
the famous, if apocryphal,
"Come here Watson, I want
you" legend of the invention
of the device, a tradition
augmented by the movie
version of the tale, in which
actor Don Ameche became
more or less permanently
attached to the persona of
Bell.

guage other than Italian.
The tragic events of his personal and professional life,
his accomplishments and
his association with the
great Italian patriot, Garibaldi, should be legendary in
themselves but, curiously,
the man and his story are
practically unknown today.
Antonio Meucci was
born in San Frediano, near
Florence, in April 1808. He
studied design and mechanical engineering at
Florence's Academy of Fine
Arts and then worked in the
Teatro della Pergola and
various other theaters as a
stage technician until 1835,
when he accepted a job as
scenic designer and stage
technician at the Teatro
Tacon in Havana, Cuba.
Absolutely fascinated by
scientific research of any
kind, Meucci read every
scientific tract he could get
his hands on, and spent all
his spare time in Havana on
research, inventing a new
method of galvanizing metals which he applied to military equipment for the Cuban government; at the
same time, he continued
his work in the theater and
pursued his endless experiments.

next room, over the piece of
copper wire running between them. The inventor
realized immediately that
he held in his hand something much more important
than any other discovery he
had ever made, and he
spent the next ten years
bringing the principle to a
practical stage. The following ten years were to be
spent perfecting the original
device and trying to promote its commercialization.

With this goal, he left
Cuba for New York in 1850,
settling in the Clifton section of Staten Island, a few
miles from New York City.
Here, in addition to his
problems of a strictly financial nature, Meucci realized
that he could not communicate adequately in English,
having relied on the similarities of Italian and Spanish
during his Cuban residence. Furthermore, in
Staten Island, he found
But it seems that history
himself surrounded by Italmust be rewritten if justice
ian political refugees;
is to be done to an immiGiuseppe Garibaldi, when
grant from Florence, Italy:
exiled from Italy, spent his
Antonio Meucci, who inperiod of United States resivented the telephone in
dency in Meucci's house.
1849 and filed his first paThe scientist tried to help
tent caveat (notice of intenhis Italian friends by devistion to take out a patent) in
ing any number of industrial
1871, setting into motion a
projects using new or imseries of mysterious events
One these touched off a proved manufacturing
and injustices which would
methods for such diverse
be incredible were they not series of fateful events.
products as beer, candles,
Meucci
had
developed
a
so well documented.
pianos and paper. But he
method of using electric
knew nothing of manageshocks
to
treat
illness
which
Meucci was an enigmatment, and even those initiahad
become
quite
popular
ic character, a man unable
to overcome his own lack of in Havana. One day, while tives which succeeded
were to have their profits
preparing to administer a
managerial and entrepretreatment to a friend, Meuc- eaten up by unscrupulous
neurial talent, a man torci heard an exclamation of or inept managers or by the
mented by his inability to
refugees themselves, who
the friend, who was in the
communicate in any lan-
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spent more time in political
discussion than they did in
active work.
Meanwhile, Meucci continued to dedicate his time
to perfecting the telephone.
In 1855, when his wife became partially paralyzed,
Meucci set up a telephone
system which joined several rooms of his house with
his workshop in another
building nearby, the first
such installation anywhere.
In 1860, when the instrument had become practical,
Meucci organized a demonstration to attract financial
backing in which a singer's
voice was clearly heard by
spectators a considerable
distance away. A description of the apparatus was
soon published in one of
New York's Italian newspapers and the report together
with a model of the invention were taken to Italy by a
certain Signor Bendelari
with the goal of arranging
production there; nothing
came of this trip, nor of the
many promises of financial
support which had been
forthcoming after the
demonstration.
The years which followed brought increasing
poverty to an embittered
and discouraged Meucci,
who nonetheless continued
to produce a series of new
inventions. His precarious
financial situation, however,
often constrained him to
sell the rights to his inventions, and still left him without the wherewithal to take
out final patents on the telephone.
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Great Italian American Series
Antonio Meucci (1808 ~ 1896)
A dramatic event, in
which Meucci was severely
burned in the explosion of
the steamship Westfield
returning from New York,
brought things to an even
more tragic state. While
Meucci lay in the hospital,
miraculously alive after the
disaster, his wife sold many
of his working models including the telephone prototype and other materials to
a secondhand dealer for six
dollars. When Meucci
sought to buy these precious objects back, he was
told that they had been resold to an "unknown young
man" whose identity remains a mystery to this day.
Crushed, but not beaten,
Meucci worked night and
day to reconstruct his invention and to produce new
designs and specifications,
clearly apprehensive that
someone could steal the
device before he could
have it patented. Unable to
raise the sum for a definitive patent ($250, considerable in those days), he took
recourse in the caveat or
notice of intent, which was
registered on December 28,
1871 and renewed in 1872
and 1873 but, fatefully, not
thereafter.
Immediately after he
received certification of the
caveat, Meucci tried again
to demonstrate the enormous potential of the device, delivering a model and
technical details to the vice
president of one of the affiliates of the newly established Western Union Telegraph Company, asking

permission to demonstrate
his "Talking Telegraph" on
the wires of the Western
Union system. However, each time that
Meucci contacted
this vice president,
a certain Edward B.
Grant, he was told
that there had been
no time to arrange
the test. Two years
passed, after which
Meucci demanded
the return of his materials, only to be
told that they had
been "lost." It was
then 1874.
In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell
filed a patent which
does not really describe the telephone
but refers to it as
such. When Meucci
learned of this, he
instructed his lawyer to protest to the U.S.
Patent Office in Washington, something that was
never done. However, a
friend did contact Washington, only to learn that all the
documents relevant to the
"Talking Telegraph" filed in
Meucci's caveat had been
"lost." Later investigation
produced evidence of illegal
relationships linking certain
employees of the Patent
Office and officials of Bell's
company. And later, in the
course of litigation between
Bell and Western Union, it
was revealed that Bell had
agreed to pay Western Union 20 percent of profits
from commercialization of
his "invention" for a period
of 17 years. Millions of dol-
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lars were involved, but the
price may been cheaper
than revealing facts better

for fraud against Bell's patent, the trial was postponed from year to year
until, at the
death of
Meucci in
1896, the
case was
dropped.

The story
of Antonio
Meucci is
still little
known, yet it
is one of the
most extraordinary
episodes in
American
history, albeit an episode in
which justice was
perverted.
Still, the genius and
perseverleft hidden, from Bell's point ance of an Italian immigrant
- genius, poor businessof view.
man, tenacious defender of
his rights against incredible
In the court case of
odds and grinding poverty 1886, although Bell's lawis a story which must be
yers tried to turn aside
told. In June 2002, Meucci
Meucci's suit against their
was officially credited by
client, he was able to exthe Congress of the United
plain every detail of his inStates with the invention of
vention so clearly as to
the telephone, instead of
leave little doubt of his veAlexander Graham Bell.
racity, although he did not
win the case against the
superior - and vastly richer - Sources: Above article, Italian Historical Society of
forces fielded by Bell. Despite a public statement by America, NY, NY •
the then Secretary of State www.italianhistorical.org;
that "there exists sufficient Timeline, Wikipedia,
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
proof to give priority to
Antonio_Meucci and The
Meucci in the invention of
the telephone," and despite Garibaldi-Meucci Museum,
www.garibaldimeuccimueu
the fact that the United
States initiated prosecution m.org.
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
Ptl. Leonard Cattaneo
Det. Rachel J. Mc Caffrey
Ret/Inv. Raymond Giampino
Prosecutor Geoffrey Soriano
Ptl. Tim Groves
Lt. Robert Marcus
Ptl. Dominick Segro
Capt. Daniel Regino
Lt. Stan Beet
Ret/D.C. Michael Valenti
Spec. PO Dominick Puccio III
D/Chief Nicholas Della Valle
Ptl. Christopher Truppa
Chief Pasquale LiBertino
C/O Joseph Coppola
Police Officer Anne Casale
S/O Richard Cook
Ptl. Donato Serafino
Ptl. Daniel Jackman
Ptl. Leonard Romano
Ptl. Joseph Carullo
Det. Luisa Rosato
C/O Marc Vicidomini
FAM Matthew Colonna
Det. Peter Cassidy
Ptl. Joseph LaPosta
Ptl. Justin Sicari
Ptl. Christopher Dottino
Ptl. James Rose
Ptl. Mark Spirito
Cindy Trisuzzi
Dominick Brana
Joseph Pallazzo
Anthony Carvagno
Sgt. Daniel Lenzo
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Hoboken P.D.
Somerset County Prosecutor’s Office
Morris County Prosecutor’s Office
Somerset County Prosecutor’s Office
West Orange P.D.
Elizabeth P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
Tenafly P.D.
NJ Division Criminal Justice
Port Authority P.D.
Carteret P.D.
Newark P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
Mendham P.D.
Essex County Corrections
Bridgewater P.D.
Morris Co. Sheriff’s Office
NJ Transit P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
West NY P.D.
Union County Corrections
US Federal Air Marshal
Orange P.D.
Roseland P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
Orange P.D.
Little Ferry P.D.
NJ Transit P.D.
Associate Member
Associate Member
US Navy Associate Member
Port Authority P.D. Associate Member
Maplewood P.D.
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WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
Ptl. Peter Donatello III
Ptl. Paul Molinari
Off. Santa Guddemi
Dominick Orefice
Jesse Guzman
ASAC Jonathan Mellone
Ptl. Alessandro Monteleone
Ptl. Daniel Iacono
Lt. Dennis DeSalvo
SA Anthony Pieroni
Ptl. Joseph Biundo
C.O. David Tortora
Det. Matthew Kickey

Maywood P.D.
Union City P.D.
Union County Corrections
Associate Member
Associate Member
U.S. Department of Labor
Palisades Park P.D.
Amtrak P.D.
N.J. Dept. of Corrections/Long Branch P.D.
Dept. of Homeland Security
Middlesex County College P.D.
Bergen County Corrections
Hudson County Prosecutor’s Office

ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY TO BENEFIT BIG
BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF NEW JERSEY
On December
15, 2012 at the
Whippany American Legion the
IAPSNJ held it’s
annual Children’s
Christmas Party
where 250 needy
boys and girls
got a chance to
meet “Batman”
and, of course
Mr. and Mrs.
Santa Claus.
Every child also
received several
child appropriate
gifts and all the
pizza they could
eat.
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President Schievella was invited to be the keynote speaker at the 1st
Annual Federal Air Marshals Service -Newark Field Office 1st Annual
Italian Heritage Month Luncheon this past October. While there he
made a presentation to the air marshals about our group.
Pictured from left to right are: Supervisory Air Marshal Steve Rizzo,
Senior Air Marshal John Audette, Bill Schievella and ASAC Tom
Masters.
:Sheepdog

Alumni Update (HR 218-LEOSA)

Could you pass the below info on to our members? It's from Attorney Steve Mannion
who taught the excellent class on HR 218 (LEOSA) I attended at the Essex County Police Academy back in September. I know some of our members had questions about the
proper firearms qualifications/records form they needed to keep with their retired photo
ID cards in order to carry under the Federal Law so Steve was nice enough to print up a
generic form for all to use regardless of their home state.
It's self-explanatory, just remember the firearms instructor who fills it out must be certified to qualify ACTIVE LEO's in their respective state. For our retired members who live
in NJ, this means BOTH DAY & NIGHT courses for ACTIVE Officers is required to qualify for immunity under HR 218. Steve also addresses an important point in regards to the
NRA Insurance policy below as well. Many thanks to Rocco Miscia for offering this
course, as it cleared up many misconceptions that retirees had in regards to LEOSA.
Here is an updated link to H.R. 218:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_Enforcement_Officers_Safety_Act
Regards,
Lt. Len Safko (Ret.)
RUPD-NB

You can purchase the LEOSA DVD at this link:
http://hr218leosa.com/?page=courses&course=001&material=002
~Continued on next page~
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”
is an official publication of
the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey,
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst,
New Jersey 07071. This
publication is mailed to our
General Membership and
selected readers from
throughout New Jersey on
no less than a quarterly
basis and is made available by way of our website
at http://www.iapsnj.org.
No portion of this publication may be reproduced,
altered from its original
content, or distributed in
any way, shape or form
without the expressed written consent of the Italian
American Police Society of
New Jersey. In some cases
pictures, commentary or
articles may be used wholly
or in part within the context
of this publication. In all
such cases full credit shall
be extended to the photographer, writer and or publication.
As always, you may contact us in a variety of manners including telephone,
regular mail or preferably,
email:
1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office)
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org
www.iapsnj.org (web site)
All communications must
be accompanied by the
writers name, return address and telephone numbers.
Executive /Secretary &
Editor:
Patrick Minutillo
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Transit Chief Christopher Trucillo is again honored at the Italian Tribune
Columbus Day Awards Banquet on October 5th at Mayfair Farms in West
Orange. In photo: NJTPD Officer Elaine Donadio, Bill Schievella, Vin
Nardone, Chief Trucillo, Bob Belfiore and Hudson County Sheriff Detective
Jean Roman.
First, if you have the NRA Self-Defense Insurance Policy be advised that it only covers you for acts of selfdefense, not carrying for self-defense. A retiree with his ID and range qual was arrested in NYC last month. Yes, no
probable cause... but anyway the NRA Insurer denied coverage because the handgun was holstered on his hip and
only be carried for self-defense, not used for self-defense. You should write to the Insurer to demand that the policy
be changed to cover lawful carry.
Second, many of you have asked who can qualify retired LEOs and how should range quals be documented.
One state (NJ) objected to their retired police permit qualification record being marked to reflect LEOSA certification.
That is their choice, but the law is also clear that no state nor any of its agencies can prevent retired LEOs from getting certified to carry concealed in their home state or nationwide. That is because range certifications can be issued
to retired LEOs from anyone in their state certified to qual active duty officers in their state. Thus, if John Doe instructor qualifies active duty officers one day per year pro bono for Small Town PD, he can qualify retired LEOs every other day of the year under LEOSA. If he does not qualify any active duty LEOs, he cannot qualify retired LEOs
for LEOSA.

For those interested, Steve Mannion can be contacted at:
Steve Mannion
Sheepdog Academy, LLC
(My phone does not receive text messages)
Website: http://www.sheepdogacademy.com
Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/pages/Sheepdog-Academy-LLC/166363213376404
THANKS FOR PASSING ALONG THE INFORMATION LENNY
ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE ME TO SEND THEM AN EMAIL ATTACHMENT OF THE REFERRED SAMPLE
FORM PLEASE CONTACT ME AT PMINUTILLO@IAPSNJ.ORG.
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MEMBER NEWS
Congratulations to Vice President

Congratulations and best of
luck and success to

Al Imperiale on becoming a
Grandfather this past October , as
well as Transit Officer and Trustee
Dominick Imperiale on becoming
a new uncle. We’re happy to report
that Al’s daughter Jenn had a healthy
baby girl named

Olivia Ann
at Hackensack University Medical
Center. Everyone is doing well and
the Imperiale Family is very proud!

Gerard Stefanelli
of the Orange Police
Department on his promotion
to Sergeant effective June
2012.
From the Stefanelli family:
We are so very proud of you.
Love, Nicole, Gerard, Dante and
Gianna.

Evangelista
Twins
Congratulations
to Sergeant
Mark
Evangelista of
the Jersey City
Police Department and his wife Dina on the birth of
Mark Nicholas and Dominick James
who were born on July 25, 2012.
We wish the best of health and happiness to the entire Evangelista family.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Congratulations to
Bergen
County
Prosecutor’s Office
Captain of
Detectives

Steve Dembowski
on his retirement, effective
January 1, 2013
We wish Steve to best of luck and
success in all his future
endeavors.
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CONDOLENCES
Anthony R. “Tony” Calamito,
Jr., 58, of Holland Township,
NJ passed away on Tuesday
November 27, 2012.
Tony was originally a
member of the West Caldwell
Police Department for 10
years before joining the Morris County Prosecutor’s Office from where he retired as
a Sergeant in 2003.
Our condolences to the
entire Calamito family on
their loss.

Our sincere sympathies go out to

Joe Pasquarosa
Essex County Sheriff’s Office
(Ret.), as well as the Pasquarosa
family on the loss of his
father-in- law,
Anthony “Champ” Cuozzo,
on October 9, 2012.

MEMBER NEWS
It’s been a Banner couple of months for a
New Jersey Division of Parole Officer,
who you may also know from the NY/NJ
Fugitive Task Force where he was
recently assigned,

Matthew J. Testa
Matt was promoted to the rank of
Sergeant, assigned to District 9, Newark
on October 6, 2012. In addition he and
his wife, Melissa, became the proud
parents of

Matthew Theodore Testa
on November 28, 2012
We are very proud of Matt’s accomplishments over the years with both Parole and
with the Task Force and wish him the best in his new assignment. We also want
to congratulate Matt and Melissa on their new addition and wish them all the best
of health and happiness for many years to come.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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They saw the devastation and had to do something
Mark Di Ionno ~ Our 2013 “Man of the Year”
nj.com/diionno
A few days after Hurricane sandy hit, Denise Dudas, a Monmouth county park ranger, went
to Union Beach to help. When she came home, she did what most people do when they see the
abject destruction in the raritan Bay borough. she cried. “she’s a pretty tough lady,” said her husband, Al Dudas, a Woodbridge police officer. “But she couldn’t believe what she saw. she said,
‘We have to do something.’”
Woodbridge had its own problems. Power outages forced police to direct traffic at the township’s most dangerous intersections.
Gas shortages forced them to patrol the lines and work as referees. The township had its own needy residents, people flooded out
of their homes in the Sewaren and Port Reading sections.
But within hours after the emergencies in Woodbridge subsided, Al Dudas and Capt. Robert Brady went to work.
“What these guys managed to pull together in such a short time was amazing,” said Woodbridge Mayor John McCormac as he
watched Dudas, driving a forklift, load the last pallet of mostly bottled water, tools and cleanup goods into a 53-foot tractor-trailer.
Dudas and Brady run the annual Woodbridge police fishing tournament, which always benefits a local child with cancer, and
have developed strong sponsorship relations with some of the local businesses. So when it came time to put together a supply
chain for Union Beach, they went back to the usual givers.
“You can’t say enough about these businesses,” Brady said. “They always step up.”
As the Woodbridge police unloaded their trailer, a State Police helicopter landed in the adjacent baseball field, dropping off
emergency supplies. The blades blew the ball caps off the six Michigan State Police troopers there to unload it. Michigan and Illinois troopers remain in town, to bolster Union Beach’s 13-man force.
Other forces have arrived. Two hundred Mennonites from Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia are working on the bay shore.
In one Union Beach house, girls in long dresses and dark, rectangular hair covers, also wore dust masks and work gloves as
they broke off pieces of moldy drywall from the house frame.
The Christ Church, a national evangelical ministry, has sent people in from Virginia and Tennessee and “everywhere else,” said
Joe Huygens of Kernersville, N.C.
He and a few other men and women were driving the streets in a blue van, stopping to help whomever needed it. At night, they
sleep in the pews at one of several Christ Churches in Monmouth County.
“When I saw it on TV, I knew I had to come,” Huygens said. “If it was me, I’d hope somebody would come for me.”
The senior center part of the municipal complex has been turned into a grocery store.
Volunteers hand out plastic bags and the shelves are stocked with canned goods and cleaning supplies. The entrance to the
municipal court is where hot food is served. Soup and trays of freshly made sandwiches are served all day.
Coffee continuously percolates. A buffet of chicken Parmesan, eggplant rotini and pasta was up yesterday. There is no shortage of takers — and no shortage of volunteers.
The help center came together in a whirlwind and the driving forces were Gigi Dorr, who owns what’s left of Jakeabob’s Bay
restaurant on Front Street, and Carl Williamson, the pastor of the Gateway Church of Christ in Holmdel.
Neither can say enough about the other.
“He has a congregation of 50 families — 50 families — and within two days, they delivered two tractor-trailers here with
$90,000 worth of stuff in it,” Dorr said.
“She’s the one who is making it happen,” Williamson said. “We’re just trying to give her what they need.”
The need is extreme. On a ride through town yesterday, Dorr still can’t believe her eyes. Nobody can. The devastation along
Front Street and Brook Avenue is tornado- or bomb-like, or a combination of both.
A motorcycle shop, burned to the ground. An appliance store whose first floor was ripped out from underneath the second. A
blue house in the middle of a tidal marsh, 450 feet from its foundation.
Roofs in yards in neighborhoods where all the houses still have their roofs. Rubble and possessions as mundane as sports
trophies and girls’ dolls littering the ground where homes once stood. Front stoops that lead to nowhere. Cars turned upside down.
Like so many lives now.
The walk-in refrigerator from Dorr’s restaurant is a block and a half away, fully intact, resting in the engine hood of a car.
“You have to ask, ‘How the hell did this get here?’ ” she said. And how is it — like so much in Union Beach — ever going to get
back? Or is it ever?
Mark Di Ionno: (973) 392-1728 or mdiionno@starledger.com
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IAPSNJ F AMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very reasonable price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

Interested in
joining the
International
Police
Association
(IPA)
Newark
Region 48
Contact
Joe
Simonetti
jsdc1@aol.com
(973) 981-8929
A Note From Janice
Therese Mancuso
My article, America’s Oldest Italian Restaurants,
(last issue) has two updates.
Ristorante Fior d’Italia
closed shortly after I wrote
the article (June 2012). It
was scheduled to reopen
under new management by
the end of 2012. Also added
Roma Café in Detroit, which
opened in 1890. At first a
boarding house for farmers
selling at the nearby market,
its meals became so popular, the restaurant quickly
followed. In 1918, new owners took over and today,
family members still own
and operate the restaurant.
Thanks Janice!
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2013 GALA DINNER DANCE
HONOREES

IAPSNJ
MAN OF THE YEAR
Mark Di Ionno
Journalist
Star-Ledger
2013 Gala Dinner Dance
Committee
Ron Sepe—Chairman
Al Imperiale
John Lazzara
Nick Incanella
Dan Sollitti
William Schievella
Vincent Nardone
Robert Belfiore
Joe Simonetti
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Our premiere and
most prestigious
event of the year is
coming up quickly so
please don’t procrastinate and order your
tickets now, if you
haven’t already done
so, as tickets are limited and do sell out
well prior to the
event.
A gourmet menu,
premiere open bar,
music, dancing, lavish deserts, networking and a opportunity
IAPSNJ
to offer recognition to
some very deserving
WOMAN OF THE
Italian-American honYEAR
orees, including the
outstanding Star Ledger Columnist Mark Di
Ionno, Democratic
Barbara Buono
Senator Barbara Buono, always a friend and New Jersey State Senate
supporter to the police
profession, Dr. Brian
Mignola, whose selfof our newest police officers.
less good works are an
We can guarantee you a very
inspiration to us all and
Director Rocco L. Miscia enjoyable and memorable
evening with friends, family and
whose guidance at the
helm of the Essex County associates.
College Police Academy
has helped shape many

SATURDAY
MARCH 23, 2013
6 P.M.
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2013 GALA DINNER DANCE
HONOREES
Annual Gala Benefit
Dinner Dance
Saturday, March 23,
2013 — 6 P.M.
The Fiesta —
Wood-Ridge, NJ
Lavish Cocktail
Hour, Viennese
Table,
Filet Mignon, 5 Hour
Open Bar, Dancing
Please join New

IAPSNJ
LIFETIME LAW
ENFORCEMENT
ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD
Rocco Miscia
Police Academy
Director at Essex
County College

Jersey’s most
prominent Italian
Americans to honor
this years recipients

IAPSNJ
HUMANITARIAN OF
THE YEAR

of our prestigious
awards
Honorees include:

Dr. Brian Mignola

Man of the Year —

Mark Di Ionno,
Star Ledger Columnist

Woman of the Year — Senator Barbara Buono
Humanitarian of the Year — Dr. Brian Mignola
Lifetime Law Enforcement Achievement Award —

Director Rocco Miscia, Essex County College Police Academy
Tickets $100
For tickets contact: Gala Chairman Ron Sepe
862-881-0016 or RSepe@iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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NOVEMBER MEETING NOTES AND PICS

North Star
Athletic Club
95 North Street
Madison, NJ
07940
NJ 2013-2014
Slate of Officers
November 14
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey,
in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund raising campaign, is our
Safety Equipment give-away. This is a
presentation of a package of police safety / life saving equipment to members of
our organization who
are full time police officers, and
whose dues are current. We will average approximately 10 winners
per year. All that is needed is
for a member to fill
out an entry form which can be
found on our web
site. Then an entry is selected
randomly, about
once a month, for presentation
to the winner at a
general meeting. Criteria is
membership in good
standing, and attendance for receiving the package.
Over the last several years since
the start of this important program we were honored to have given
out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective departments. We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments. We
have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on.
GOOD LUCK AND STAY SAFE!!!

Retirement News
Congratulations to
Rich Nicoletti
on his retirement from
The Parsippany Police Department.
Joining Nick at his retirement celebration at the
Blackthorne Restaurant and Pub in Parsippany on
November 29th. Among many other friends and
co- workers were : (L-R)
Pat Minutillo, Ret. Parsippany Chief Mike Filippello, Rich Nicoletti and Parsippany Chief Tony DeZenzo.

CONDOLENCES ~ R.I.P. LT. VITO PECORARO
The Bergen County Sheriffs PBA Local #134 sadly reports the tragic death of retired
Lieutenant Vito Pecoraro, 59. from an accident on December 6, 2012. Lt. Pecoraro was
a proud member of the IAPSNJ. He will be missed.
Our sincere condolences go out to the entire Pecoraro family, as well as to his friends and
associates at the Bergen County Sheriff’s Office.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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E N C H A N T I N G G A R D E N S I N I TA LY
BY: JANICE THERESE MANCUSO
Italy has some of the
most well known and
highly visited gardens -Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli,
Boboli Gardens, Villa
Borghese and the Vatican Gardens -- in the
world. It has more than
30 botanical gardens,
including the Botanical
Garden of Padua
(Veneto), a World Heritage Site. Established in
1545, it’s the oldest academic botanical garden
worldwide.
The style of the classic Italian garden, a popular design of many public and private gardens, is
international. The elegance and symmetry of
an Italian garden -- with
shaped hedges, multiple
tiers, potted plants, water
features and statues -- is
planned to compliment
existing architecture. In
contrast, the contemporary Italian garden utilizes natural landscaping
with regional plants, creating a less formal design
with minimal upkeep.
Italy is dotted with
thousands of gardens,
public and private, large
and small. The gardens
listed below are distinct
in design offering varying
combinations of one-of-akind elements, magnificent views, tranquil ambiance and historical significance.
The ancient city of
Ninfa, about 40 miles

southeast of Rome, is the
setting for an exquisite
garden built around the
ruins and along the underground mountain
streams of this once
prosperous municipality.
Established around the
eighth century, Ninfa was
purchased by the Caetani family -- relatives of
Pope Boniface VIII -- in
the late 1290s. A feud in
the family fractured the
town, and its location in
the Pontine Marsh
brought malaria, causing
the survivors to flee. By
the late 1300s, the town
was abandoned.
Over the years, several attempts at establishing a garden were made
by members of the Caetani family, but it wasn’t
until the end of the nineteenth century that the
garden began to take
hold. Swamps were
drained, weeds that covered the ruins were uprooted, trees, shrubs,
and numerous flowers
were planted, as was the
first rose bush. Today,
almost 300 varieties of
roses flourish along the
paths throughout the 20
acres of gardens, along
with 20 varieties of flowering cherry and numerous other plants. A wildlife sanctuary that surrounds the gardens is
home to indigenous animals and over 150 species of birds. Visit the of-

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

ficial website at
www.fondazionecaetani.
org/visita_ninfa.php.
Relatively new to the
garden scene, Giardini
della Landriana began in
1956 when owners Marquis Gallarati-Scotti and
his wife Lavinia Taverna
wanted to plant trees to
shade the house and
provide protection from
the strong breezes of the
Tyrrhenian Sea. Located
in Ardea, about 15 miles
south of the outskirts of
Rome and about 10
miles north of Anzio, the
barren property was riddled with land mines and
bombs -- remnants of
World War II.
A gift packet of seeds
added color to the property, and subsequent
plantings were added to
the landscape, creating a
haphazard mix of flowers, shrubs and trees that
lacked design and structure. In 1967, noted landscape architect Russell
Page was commissioned
to bring order to the garden. Page created rooms
in the garden, combining
formal and natural elements to showcase specific types of plants and
creating a picturesque
sanctuary with paths
winding through flowering
bulbs, shrubs and trees.
Take a virtual tour at
www.aldobrandini.it/sito/g
iardi/tour.shtml.

In the hilltop town of
Bomarzo, about 60 miles
north of Rome, a fantasy
park was created in the
mid-sixteenth century by
nobleman Vicino Orsini in
memory of his wife.
Parco di Mostri (Monster
Park), also called The
Sacred Grove of Bomarzo, contains more than
20 monuments carved
from giant boulders embedded on the property.
Mythical figures, a dragon, an elephant, a turtle,
several grotesque masks
with mouths open wide
enough to enter, a leaning house, a temple and
various other structures
appear throughout the
garden. Inscribed with
quotes from Ariosto,
Dante and Petrarch,
some provide insight to
the significance of their
creation, while others are
left open to the viewer’s
interpretation. See an
aerial view of the park at
www.parcodeimostri.com
/eng/itinerario.asp.
The Garden at Villa
Pisani, designed before
the Villa began construction in the early eighteenth century, encompasses a little over 27
acres nestled into a bend
of the Brenta River. Located in Strà, not far from
Venice, the Villa has a
rich history -- commissioned by the aristocratic
Pisani di Santo Stefano
family, later sold to -
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E N C H A N T I N G G A R D E N S I N I TA LY
~CONTINUED~
Napoleon Bonaparte
(after he became King of
Italy) who gave it to his
stepson. After Waterloo,
the Hapsburg family
gained the Villa, making
it a summer retreat visited by royalty throughout
Europe; and when Veneto was taken over by the
Kingdom of Italy in 1866,
the Villa became the
property of the State.
The Villa faces the
river, and behind it extends a reflecting pool
that stretches to the stables at the opposite end
of the property. On either
side of the pool, an expanse of lawn opens to a
canopy of trees with
paths leading to the gardens distinctive features.
One of the most intriguing is a concentric
maze circling a two-story
tower and said to be the
scene of many amorous
adventures. Another is a
small square building -with a vented floor and
exterior arches, pediments and columns -that sits on a manmade
hill. Underneath, an ice
room brought cool air up
through the vents and
into the coffee house.
Other features include an
exedra with a three story
turret and a rooftop terrace and a grove of potted citrus plants. For
more information, visit
www.villapisani.benicultu
rali.it/en/index.php.

In Florence, the Bardini Garden is the combined gardens of Palazzo
Mozzi and Villa Manadora with a baroque staircase connecting the two.
Started as an enclosed
garden by the Mozzi family in the thirteenth century, the terraced garden,
now at about 11 acres,
overlooks the city of Florence and the Arno River,
providing spectacular
views. Through the
years, both gardens
evolved as various owners added statues, architectural details, water
features and new plantings.
In the early 1900s,
antique dealer Stefano
Bardini purchased both
properties and the surrounding areas and continued to make changes.
Bardini’s son inherited
the property and left it to
the State upon his death
in 1965. The garden was
neglected and fell into
disrepair, but in 2000 a
major restoration began,
taking five years to complete. Parts of the earlier
gardens were preserved
and the crumbling, weed
covered stairway has
become the centerpiece
of the garden; and in
keeping with the Tuscan
landscape, flowers,
shrubs and fruit and ornamental trees were
added. Go to
www.gardens-of-
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tuscany.net/.htm to learn
more about Bardini Gardens.
Across the Arno and
northeast of Florence,
the Garden of Villa Gamberaia is nestled into the
hillside village of Settignano. Overlooking
Florence, the classic formal garden -- designed
to compliment the Villa -offers stunning views of
the city and the Arno valley. The Villa, built in the
early 1600s, is set on a
long, narrow piece of
property surrounded by
its landscaped grounds.
A 1744 engraving depicts
a cypress-lined walkway,
a nymphaeum (grotto
dedicated to water
nymphs), statues, planting beds and a lemon
terrace.
In the 400 years since
the garden was designed, its various owners have added features,
leaving most of the original plan intact. In the late
1800s, a water garden
with four pools surrounded by spring and summer
bulbs and flowering
shrubs replaced old flower beds. Under new ownership in the early 1900s,
the water garden took on
a more formal look with
carefully clipped hedges
replacing most of the
flowers. The Villa and
gardens were damaged
during World War II, but
in the early 1950s, new

owners began restoring
the property and on and
continue to add improvements. The Garden of
Villa Gamberaia is often
cited as a perfect example of a classic Italian
garden. Visit
www.villagamberaia.com
to learn more.
All the gardens above
are open to the public,
but days and times vary.
If you plan to visit Italy,
make arrangement to
include some of these
enchanted gardens.

©2012 Janice
Therese Mancuso.
Previously published
in 2011 in
La Gazzetta Italiana.
Janice Therese
Mancuso is the
founder of Thirty-One
Days of Italians,
director of The Italian
American Press, and
author of Con Amore.
For more information
visit
www.jtmancuso.com
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MEMBERS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
2012
Committee:
Daniel Sollitti
Al Imperiale
David Cavaliere
Ronald Squillace
John Sisto
THANKS GUYS
GREAT JOB

Who said being Chair of the
Christmas Party committee
doesn't come with perks?

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine January 2013

Winter Edition
Page 35

MEMBERS ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
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Italian American Police Society
Of New Jersey
P.O. Box 352
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071

Congratulations to our Gala Dinner Dance Honorees

SEE
PAGES 28
AND 29
FOR
DETAILS

Mark Di Ionno

Barbara Buono

We’re on the
Web!
www.iapsnj.org

AND

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Rocco Miscia

Dr. Brian Mignola

