IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine April 2013

Spring Edition
Volume 1, Issue 18

A social, fraternal organization of more than 4,000 Italian American Law Enforcement officers in the State.

William Schievella, President

MAGAZINE
Editor: Patrick Minutillo
Executive Secretary

APRIL 10
Villa Maria
411 Broadway
Bayonne, NJ
07002

MAY 8
Alfonso’s
Trattoria
99-101 West
Main Street
Somerville, NJ
NO GENERAL
MEETING IS
SCHEDULED FOR
JUNE
ENJOY “NIGHT AT
THE RACES”
JUNE 21st
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine April 2013

Spring Edition

Page 2

V o l um e 1 , I s s ue 1 8

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY: BILL SCHIEVELLA

2013 ~ 2014
William Schievella
President

Ronald Sepe
Executive Vice President
John Lazzara
1st Vice President
Jerry Onnembo
2nd Vice President
Alfonse Imperiale
3rd Vice President
Joseph Simonetti
Financial Vice President
Patrick Minutillo
Executive Secretary
Allan Attanasio
Recording Secretary
John Sisto
Financial Secretary
Vincent Nardone
Executive Director
John Sartori
Sgt. at Arms
Sebastian D’Amato
Director of
Communications
Trustees
Rose Minoughan
Robert Belfiore
Nick Incanella
Anthony Magnotta
Nat Faronea
Richard Giordano
Christopher Mincolelli
Michael Puzio
Peter Serrone
Joseph Rutigliano
John Stroka
Daniel Sollitti
David Cavaliere
Dominick Imperiale
Matthew Stambuli

Edmond Brady, CPA
Dr. Brian Mignola
Dr Daniel Schievella

Linda Mallozzi Esq.
Caterina Benanti Esq
Fr. Christopher Hynes
Fr. David Baratelli
Fr. Geno Sylva

As the winter months
are passing we approach
an important time for law
enforcement in New Jersey. Each June the NJ
Special Olympics Torch
Run for Law Enforcement makes the run from
all corners of the state to
Trenton carrying the
torches for New Jersey's
special athletes. This
event kicks off a magical
weekend where thousands of highly talented
special athletes converge
on the College of New
Jersey for the Special
Olympics of New Jersey
Summer Games. The
abilities and skills of these
athletes are truly amazing. One of the integral
parts of these summer
games is the participation
of law enforcement. From
the time that the athletes
and coaches march into
the College of New Jer-
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sey Stadium on
Friday until the
torch is extinguished on Sunday afternoon,
New Jersey law
enforcement officers are on
hand to support
and protect
these athletes.
One of the most
important parts
of receiving a
medal for competition is the
fact that a law
enforcement officer presents it to the
special athlete. There has
been a decrease in the
number of law enforcement volunteers over the
last few years. In addition,
one of the primary supporting law enforcement
agencies has dramatically
cut back its participation
this year. I would like to
urge our members to get
involved this year in the
Torch Run and Summer
Games. Our own Executive Board member Port
Authority PD Retired
Chief Robert Belfiore
serves as the Law Enforcement Torch Run Director and has dedicated
his life to helping special
athletes. As the President
of the County Chiefs of
Detectives Association of
New Jersey, I am also
coordinating the participation of Detectives from
the state’s 21 county

prosecutor’s offices to
help brighten the lives of
these athletes. I hope to
see you on June 7-9,
2013 at the College of
New Jersey. Please contact me via e-mail for further details. As May approaches so does National Police Week. I strongly
urge all law enforcement
officers to attend this
event at least once during
your career. It is truly an
amazing experience to
attend the Candlelight
Vigil and show support for
our sisters and brothers in
law enforcement that
made the ultimate sacrifice. Joining police officers from throughout the
nation and many foreign
countries during this
event makes us realize
how lucky we are to be a
part of this profession. Join our colleagues
from New Jersey on Monday May 13, 2013 in
Washington DC for the
25th Annual Candlelight
Vigil at the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial.
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A Profile of New Jersey’s Top Lawman
Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
By William Schievella

Jeffrey S. Chiesa was sworn
in as New Jersey’s 59th Attorney
General on January 10, 2012. I
can remember attending the
swearing in ceremony and being
struck by Chiesa’s remarks about
the importance of family and traditions in his life. Attorney General
Chiesa was raised in Somerset
County and attended the University of Notre Dame, where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration and Accounting. Chiesa then obtained
his Juris Doctorate degree from
the Catholic University of America.
Chiesa began his legal career
as an attorney at Dughi and
Hewitt, where he litigated civil
matters. He then worked for the
United States Attorney’s Office for
the District of New Jersey, serving
in various capacities in the Civil,
Criminal, Appeals and Special
Prosecutions Divisions. In his tenure at the U.S. Attorney’s Office,
Chiesa served as the Counsel to
the US Attorney and the Chief of
the Public Protection Unit. Prior to
leaving the US Attorney's Office,
Chiesa served as the Executive
Assistant U.S. Attorney. While
serving in these capacities,
Chiesa directly oversaw the prose-

cution of a number of serious
criminal cases involving Human
Trafficking, Bank Robbery, Child
Pornography, Gang Activity, Identity Theft and Public Corruption.
After his service in the U.S.
Attorney’s Office, Chiesa joined
the prestigious law firm of Wolf &
Samson as a partner. In this position, Chiesa continued to become
a rising star in New Jersey's legal
community. His passion for public
service drew him back towards a
career as a prosecutor. After serving two years as Governor Chris
Christie’s Chief Counsel, he was
truly honored when Governor
Christie asked him to serve as Attorney General.
Soon after being sworn in as
New Jersey’s Attorney General,
Chiesa quickly went to work implementing a statewide crime strategy to place an emphasis on reducing violent crime. At a time when
law enforcement resources were
being stretched to the limit by
budgetary constraints, Chiesa and
Governor Christie rolled up their
sleeves to help use state resources where the greatest need
existed to help reduce crime. I can
remember Attorney General
Chiesa coming before the County
Chiefs of Detectives Association
of New Jersey, where I serve as
President, to learn about the issues affecting crime across the 21
counties in the state. I was struck
by his honesty and sincerity while
answering questions and soliciting
input from the County Chiefs of
Detectives. Attorney General
Chiesa spent over an hour at the
meeting listening to our concerns
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and trying to answer every question we had, and he followed up
with remedies on every issue possible.
Attorney General Chiesa has
placed an emphasis on recruiting
diverse qualified candidates for
the New Jersey State Police and
has overseen the enactment of
many policy reforms of law enforcement training. In his role as
New Jersey’s Chief Law Enforcement Officer, Chiesa utilized an
intelligence-led policing strategy to
bring urban law enforcement
agencies in as partners to the
state and federal government to
work together to reduce gun violence. One of these examples was
the formation of the Route 21
CORRSTAT which attacks crime
in the corridor connecting Essex,
Hudson, Passaic, Bergen and Union counties. Chiesa presided over
the formation of this group, which
has evolved into a highly effective
model for the region to follow.
Chiesa has led the way in getting dangerous guns off the street
by sponsoring gun buyback amnesty programs with many of the
county prosecutor’s offices.
Chiesa has also been in the forefront of making the investigation
and prosecution of Human Trafficking cases a priority. Although
difficult to investigate, these cases
are very important because they
victimize the most vulnerable populations. Attorney General Chiesa
has placed a tremendous amount
of resources from the Division of
Criminal Justice in a time of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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2013 GALA DINNER DANCE
HONOREES
IAPSNJ MAN OF THE YEAR

Mark Di Ionno is a news columnist at The StarLedger, New Jersey’s largest newspaper. He has
won the New Jersey Press Association’s award for
best columns several times, and helped edit the
paper’s Pulitzer Prize winning coverage of the
resignation of Gov. James McGreevey. He
teaches Urban Journalism. Prior to the
Star-Ledger, Di Ionno was a sports columnist at
the New York Post. He is the author of three
books about New Jersey culture and history.

IAPSNJ HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR

Brian J. Mignola
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2013 GALA DINNER DANCE
HONOREES
HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR
LAW ENFORCEMENT LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Rocco L. Miscia was appointed the Director
of the Essex County College Police Academy
in 2004. His responsibilities include the daily
operation, budget and supervision of a staff responsible for training over 6000 recruits and inservice personnel on a yearly basis. In 2005, he
was recruited to instruct the command staff of
the Albania State Police, during their training in
the West Point Command College in Tirana.
Director Miscia is also an adjunct professor
with Caldwell College, teaching courses in
Criminal Justice.

We hope many of you had the opportunity to
join us at our annual Gala Dinner Dance at the
beautiful Fiesta in Wood-Ridge on March 23rd.
Unfortunately, this publication had to go to
print prior to the event so the follow up story and
photos will have to wait until our next quarterly
issue.
Judging from early indications it seems
apparent that once again this highly popular event was going to be a sell out (as
we’re proud to say it has been for many, many years). Congratulations to Dinner
Dance Chairman Ron Sepe and our Dinner Dance Committee for all their hard work
and efforts in making this a memorable evening for all our attendees.
However, photos of the Gala will be available on our web site in the very near
future. Thank you all for all your support.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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A N N UA L P A S TA N I G H T F O R S P E C I A L
O LY M P I C S ~ S A T U R DA Y , A P R I L 20, 2013
Preparations for the 2013
Annual Pasta Night for Special
Olympics are underway.
Tickets are available on our
Tickets Page. Please get your
tickets early. This is always a
sell-out event for a very worthy
cause.
Due to the large crowds this
event gets, we ask that all tickets are paid in advance.
There will be No Walk-Ins. We want the evening to be an
enjoyable one for all attendees and therefore must limit
ticket sales.
Location:
Local 464 , Meat Cutters Union Hall
245 Paterson Avenue Little Falls, NJ
Live Band Music
Comedian
Tricky Tray Auction
Wine tasting provided by a local winery

Star Ravioli is a major
sponsor of this event.
They put the Pasta in our
Pasta Night
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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“Behind the Badge”
Preparation and Training
By Joseph Pangaro
In the last article of
2012 I spoke about a
training class I was
running at the police
academy on that most
terrible day, December
14, 2012. I had police
officers from all over
the state packed into a
room to learn how to
plan and run an active
shooter drill. They
were there because
their agencies saw the
wisdom of preparing
for these types of incidents. Most agencies,
law enforcement as
well as private companies and organizations,
do not prepare and
train enough for an active shooter incident in
their town. We hear
about them and think
that is terrible, but it
will never happen here.
On December 13
no one in New Town
Connecticut thought it
would ever happen
there. Similarly three
months earlier no one
in Aurora Colorado

thought a madman
would charge into a
movie theatre and gun
down the innocents
watching a movie. The
list of people and places and towns that
thought they would
never be a part of such
an unthinkable happening grows every
year.
We cannot follow
that path. We, all of us,
must understand these
things and prepare to
take action should the
hand of evil point at us.
We can’t prevent every
crime that takes place,
but we can get ready
for them. In that way
we take a proactive
approach and our people are better able to
respond and save
some lives.

children and teachers
of that school only
stopped killing when
he saw the police officers rushing into the
school. When the police arrived he knew
his options were limited and he took his
own life, sparring many
more victims. This fact
points out clearly the
need for a well trained,
well equipped police
agency that prepares
for active shooter incidents is no longer a
theoretical exerciseWe must train and prepare.

When I teach my
cops what their responsibilities are in an
active shooter incident
I make sure they understand the potential
dangers to themselves
and others. These inciFrom the stories
dents are recognized
and rumors of New
by the highest levels of
Town we learn that the law enforcement execyoung man that comutives at the state and
mitted those unspeak- federal level for what
able crimes against the they are. They are dif-

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

ferent than anything
else our officers are
called on to handle.
The active shooter
has made it clear that
they do not intend to
take hostages, make
demands, or espouse
some political position;
their intent is to kill as
many people as they
can. Our officers are
given the responsibility
of identifying this immediately and taking
very serious action to
stop the shooter before
they can harm anyone
else.
I tell these young,
brave men and women
that they are to seek
out the shooter and
immediately pursue
them, regardless of the
danger. I also tell them
that this type of call
may be the one that
extracts from them the
ultimate sacrifice.
There is no room for
second guessing their
responsibility; they
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Interested in viewing this Magazine in full color on line?
Would you like to re-visit a previous issue?
Simply go to our web site at:

www.iapsnj.org
and you will find our Magazine link in the upper right hand corner. Just click
on the link and choose the issue of your choice.

Pangaro Article ~ Continued
must press forward as
the officers in New
Town did. They must
come face to face with
the threat and take action to save lives. This
is as serious as it gets.
This is where the oath
we take comes to life.
This is where character becomes important;
this is where training
and preparation can
save your life.
I have not met an
officer yet that has not
expressed their wish
that they could have
done something, anything to save those
children in Connecticut. It is part of the internal make up of our
officers; they are
drawn to the professional, with goals that
are almost universalto help people. It is in
that single common
denominator that our
officers perform their
duties every day. I am
proud to be among
them.

email and I will do
The officers in my
whatever
I
can
to
help.
town
take this type of
The next question
training seriously, they
we have to ask ourselves is how do we
As for our citizens, take their responsibilities seriously and they
prepare our officers
there is training for
are guided by their deand ourselves to meet them as well. Every
sire to protect and
these challenges. First, business, mall, office
like the laws that have building, church, syna- serve their community.
I am sure the officers
been created by our
gogue or mosque or
political representaany place where peo- in your town are likewise dedicated to your
tives to address these ple gather should be
crimes, we must recassessed for potential safety and the safety
ognize that they are in threats and then a re- of everyone in your
fact real and part of
sponse plan should be community- it’s what
we do.
our modern society.
implemented which
Next we must underincludes training the
stand what tactics and people involved how to
Tragedies like New
actions actually work
respond to a real
Town leave us reeling
or can give us the best threat. I can help here with pain and a sense
chance of surviving an also. Any business
of helplessness. We
incident or changing its person who needs as- must grieve, console
course and stopping it sistance should also
each other and then
as quickly as possible. reach out to me.
dedicate ourselves to
preventing future horrors as best as we can.
For our police officThis is the way we
ers they need to have have to prepare. As
Let me know what you
the police administra- uncomfortable as it is, think.
tors and our local polit- simply being angry that
ical leaders agree that we have to deal with
Email:
the training must be
this reality is not a reobtained. If anyone
sponse. Learning what Jpangaro194
needs help getting the to do is.
@yahoo.com
training for their officers they should contact
me directly via my
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OPERATION SHOEBOX NJ
As a member of “Operation Shoebox NJ” since its beginning, I am reaching out to you for
your help. Please forward addresses of US military personnel deployed overseas. I’m sure
you know that Operation Shoebox NJ have been sending care package to our troops overseas
for the last 9 years.
Forward the addresses to either me or our Ex. Director, Rod Hirsch at
opshbxnj@yahoo.com and we will ensure they receive care packages.
If you need any more information or would like to volunteer, please visit our web site:

http://www.opshoeboxnj.org/
Thank you

Frank J. Provenzano, Sheriff
Somerset County Sheriff’s Office
Immediate Past President,
Sheriff Association, NJ
PO Box 3000
Somerville, N.J. 08876
Office: (908) 231-7135
Fax : (908) 575-3931

Sheriff Website : www.somcosheriff.org
State Web Site : www.njsheriff.org
Email : provenzano@co.somerset.nj.us
Proudly Wear Your
Organization’s Apparel!
ORDER @
www.iapsnjwear.com
CALL 732-277-7123
SALES@SMVINC.COM
RI
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MEMBER NEWS
If you wish to continue receiving
these magazines and your dues are
not up to date please renew your
membership in a timely manner.
We’d hate to lose you as part of
our IAPSNJ family.

L O O K ING A H E A D
FO R 2 0 13
Scholarship Breakfast
Sunday June 9th at 10am
Night at the Races
June 21, 2013
Italian Night Under the Stars
TBA ~ September
Members Pool Party /BBQ
August 3, 2013
Columbus Day Celebrations/Parade

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2013 Membership Dues of $25 to
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal
has taken off and at least 20% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining and
paying their dues fully on-line.
This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of
it. It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2013 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No
PayPal account, No Worries. The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.
Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ,

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Italian-American group blasts Spike Lee over
'Django Unchained' Tweet
By Warren Cooper/NJN PublishingSuburban News
Calling Spike Lee “the most
anti-Italian director of all time,”
a N.J.-based national ItalianAmerican anti-defamation organization has inducted the
award-winning film director to
its “Hall of Shame.”
Andre DiMino, president of
the Italian American ONE VOICE
Coalition, details in a release
today Lee’s “notorious track
record of vile and negative portrayals of Italian Americans” in
his films. “One wonders if Spike
Lee is indeed a racist who hates
Italians and why he harbors a
grudge,” said DiMino.
When it comes to Italian
Americans, Spike Lee has never
done the right thing
ONE VOICE, which calls itself “a
nationwide army of anti-bias activists that fight discrimination
and defend Italian American
heritage,” was moved to action
after Lee used his Twitter account to criticize ItalianAmerican film maker Quentin
Tarantino’s new movie, “Django

Unchained.”
“Django Unchained” is a violent Western about a freed slave
who joins a bounty hunter in
order to find the slave owners
who captured his wife. In December, Lee criticized the film
for its portrayal of slavery. He
said at the time that he had not
seen the film.
On Dec. 22, Lee posted on
his Twitter account, “American
Slavery Was Not A Sergio Leone
Spaghetti Western. It Was A
Holocaust. My Ancestors Are
Slaves. Stolen From Africa. I
Will Honor Them.”
For ONE VOICE, it’s a case of
the pot calling the kettle black.
DiMino said Lee’s films represent a “notorious track record
of vile and negative portrayals
of Italian Americans.” He called
the film Summer of Sam,
“perhaps the most horrific portrayal of Italian Americans in
modern cinema,” citing its portrayals of Italian Americans as
“mobsters, drug dealers, drug

addicts, racists, deviants, buffoons, bimbos, and sex-crazed
fiends.”
Lee’s “Do The Right Thing,”
“Jungle Fever,” “She Hate Me,”
and “Inside Man” all contain
characters that are negative
portrayals of Italian Americans,
according to DiMino.
“When it comes to Italian
Americans, Spike Lee has never
done the right thing,” DiMino
said.
“We just want him to stop
stereotyping us. There’s a lot
more to Italian Americans than
the disgraceful portrayals he
always puts in his films,”
DiMino said.
Italian Americans seem to be
the last ethnicity that it’s okay
to bash continuously, said
DiMino, pointing to “the plethora of reality shows” with Italian
American characters that are
bimbos and buffoons or mobsters and Mafiosos. “It’s just

not fair,” he said.

So-called Spaghetti Westerns, or “western all’Italiana", were filmed during the mid 1960’s in the rugged landscapes of Italy and Spain, starring famous American actors such as Lee Van Cleef, Burt Reynolds, James Coburn,
and Jack Palance, sometimes fading Hollywood stars and sometimes a rising one like the young Clint Eastwood in
three of Sergio Leone’s films (A Fistful of Dollars, For a Few Dollars More, and The Good, the Bad and the Ugly).
The term “spaghetti western” was used by critics in USA and other countries because most of these Westerns
were produced and directed by Italians, originally released in Italian even without an official language, because of the
multilingual casts used.
As Quentin Tarantino’s recently released Django Unchained confirms, these legendary movies have had a longlasting influence on filmmaking, and represented a new beginning of the most American genre. Indeed Django is a
1966 Italian western film directed by Sergio Corbucci, starring the great Franco Nero in the eponymous role.
Even though several had already preceded it, Italian westerns broke ground with the arrival of Maestro Sergio Leone, who with his unique style, brought the genre to international acclaim and success.
Since his 1964’s Per un pugno di Dollari (A Fistful of Dollars), he permanently established westerns in the world of
movies while becoming, together with his movies, a public cult figure that will be recognized forever in Italy, United
States, and the rest of the world.
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RETIREMENT NEWS
Vincent Nardone

started his career with the Human
Services Police Department in 1983. He was stationed at the Greystone Park Station where he attended the Bergen County Police
Academy. He remained at the Human Services Police Department
until being hired by the newly formed New Jersey Transit Police Department. While at the New Jersey Transit Police he was assigned to
the patrol division working in patrol and Penn Station, Newark. He
later would take an assignment in the Transit Police Anti Crime Unit
were the unit was assigned to high crime areas throughout New Jersey. His unit would average 50 to 60 arrests a month. He later was
promoted to Detective where he would be assigned throughout the
state. With the arrival of Chief Mary Rabadeau, Det. Nardone was
placed in the newly formed Mobile Enforcement Unit to combat crime
on New Jersey Transit Buses in urban areas. While in the Mobile
Enforcement Unit he was trained as a collision re-constructionist with
an expertise in bus and train collisions. In 2000, the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office under Acting Prosecutor Donald Campolo formed
IAPSNJ
a Vehicular Homicide Unit where Detective Nardone was recruited
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
for a position in the Unit. The Unit worked within the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Homicide Unit. Detective Nardone remained within the
VINCENT NARDONE
unit and was later was trained in several additional fields of expertise
including pedestrian, motorcycle, and commercial vehicle re-construction. He has been qualified as an expert in the field of collision re-construction. During his tenure at the Essex County Prosecutors Office Detective Nardone was also trained as an arson investigator and continues to practice in this field. While Detective Nardone worked with the New Jersey Transit Police he had received several life saving awards,
meritorious service awards and unit citations. He has been recognized by the New Jersey State PBA, New
Jersey Honor Legion and the Italian American Police Society Of New Jersey where he currently serves as
Executive Director. He is a original board member of the Blue Mass Committee of the Newark Archdioceses where he remains serving on the board today. Vince Nardone will always be known as a "Cops Cop",
one of the guys you can always count on.
Vincent Nardone retired effective March 1, 2013 following a highly successful and productive
career which spanned 30 years. The IAPSNJ is very proud of Vin and are honored to have him serve as
our Executive Director, which we are pleased to say is a position he will retain in his retirement.
We all wish Vin the very best of health, luck and success as he transitions into retirement and onto his
futures endeavors. Congratulations Vinny!

Our association has been contacted by the New Jersey State Police Firearms
Unit. They are requesting that retired members or members purchasing a firearm are not to call the Firearms Unit to obtain a status on firearms permits,
Retired Officers Carry Permits. The Unit currently has a 2-3 month back log
and cannot rush any requests over the phone. Due to the recent deployment
of State Police for Operation Sandy they are running with minimal staffing. Please refrain from calling them and be patient.
Thank You for your patience.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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A Profile of New Jersey’s Top Lawman Attorney General Jeffrey Chiesa
By William Schievella
-CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3- assist those in need. Attorney
stretched resources in order to
protect New Jersey’s most vulnerable residents.
As police officers, we think of
the Attorney General’s Office in
terms of criminal matters, but this
section is only one of many functions that the Attorney General’s
office has. The Department of
Law and Public Safety is comprised of many divisions and functions which the Attorney General
presides over. In his first year as
New Jersey's Attorney General,
Chiesa made tremendous progress in advancing Governor
Christie’s crime initiatives.
On Sunday, October 28, 2012,
New Jersey changed forever
when Hurricane Sandy slammed
into our State with fury. As this
monster storm approached, Governor Christie took measures to
prepare New Jersey for the impending disaster. As the Attorney
General, Chiesa was tasked with
leading law enforcement’s response to the storm. Within 24
hours, New Jersey was slammed
with winds, flooding and storm
surge which crippled vast areas
across the state. More than two
million customers were left without
power, water and fuel supplies.
More than seven feet of beach
sand was deposited inland burying roads and infrastructure.
Many police departments, particularly in the Jersey shore region,
were rendered temporarily unable to function.
Taking charge of the state's
Emergency Operation Center in
the Regional Operation and Intelligence Center (ROIC), Governor
Christie began to make difficult
decisions to preserve order and

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

General Chiesa took charge of the
state's law enforcement resources
to prevent lawlessness and to rescue those citizens in danger. For
several consecutive days, Chiesa
worked without sleep to make
sure the State Police, along with
county and local law enforcement,
were able to prevent crime. At the
same time, Chiesa also used civil
resources from the Department of
Law and Public Safety to help residents get assistance. Under the
Attorney General’s direction, the
Division of Consumer Affairs ensured that instances of fraud or
price gouging were dealt with severely to prevent hurricane victims
from being preyed on. Over the
week that Sandy caused widespread disturbances to New Jersey and the months following the
disaster, the Divisions of Consumer Affairs and Criminal Justice investigated countless instances of
disaster-related misconduct by
hotels, gas stations, towing companies and other businesses.
Chiesa coordinated the deployment of law enforcement resources within the state and monitored crime data on a real-time
basis, making decisions swiftly. In
addition to directing the New Jer-

sey State Police in its law enforcement and rescue efforts, Chiesa
oversaw the deployment of more
than 400 state troopers from
Pennsylvania, Louisiana, Mississippi, Vermont, New Hampshire,
Maryland, Nevada, Michigan,
Florida, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island.
The swift response to the devastating effects of Hurricane
Sandy by New Jersey's law enforcement community helped prevent the widespread loss of life,
looting and crime in affected areas. As he looks forward to the future, New Jersey's top lawman,
Jeffrey Chiesa, wants to continue
to reduce gun violence in our cities and prevent the victimization
of women and children through
the aggressive fight against human trafficking. Attorney General
Chiesa also strives to continue the
fight against drugs in our communities as well as the increasing
cyber threats against children and
infrastructure.
These difficult times call for
strong leadership and New Jersey's law enforcement community
can be sure that Attorney General
Jeffrey Chiesa is ready for the
challenges of the future.
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Italian-American Police Society’s Cruise
7-Day Roundtrip to Bermuda from New York City
August 25 ~ September 1, 2013
Enjoy some fun & sun on one of Norwegian Cruise Line’s newest
ships ~ the Breakaway! A total of three days at sea to unwind and
socialize with your fellow officers. Experience pink sand beaches
and championship golf in beautiful Bermuda!
Category Description Price Per Person
B9 Spa Balcony $1599
BB Midship Balcony $1439
OB Midship Oceanview $1179
IB Inside $989
Call for Rates on Suites
Add-ons: Government Taxes & Fees - $187 per person
3rd and 4th person rate - $929 per person
All rates are subject to availability and change without notice.

There’s a brand new ship in town, and Norwegian Cruise Line is proud to offer its guests the
same fun, friendly “freestyle” atmosphere that they’ve come to know and love with every
cruise aboard Norwegian Breakaway. The stunning state-of-the-art ship features fantastic
artwork by world-renowned artist, Peter Max, welcomes 4,000 guests onto its spacious
decks and sets sail to stunning destinations like Bermuda from its homeport of New York
City.
With a contemporary design, entertainment
such as the Rock of Ages show, a massive
splash park, rope course and even The
Plank – a one-of-a-kind thrilling adventure
extending 8 feet over the side of the ship –
there’s something for everyone onboard the
Breakaway. Sink your teeth into decadent
cuisine from Chef Geoffrey Zakarian, or
enjoy a sweet treat from Buddy Valastro of
“Cake Boss” fame. Relax in your wellappointed stateroom, ranging everywhere from a comfortable Inside cabin to the opulent
Haven Deluxe Owner’s Suite. If you’re looking for a more exclusive experience, don’t miss
Breakaway’s “The Haven”, a private oasis of 60 stunning suites and villas with opulent
service, special spa privileges, a dedicated pool, hot tub, fitness area and a restaurant
available to all VIP guests. So, go ahead – sail away aboard the Norwegian Breakaway.

For reservation, contact Cindy at Luxury Cruises and Tours
Toll-free at 1-800-388-SAIL or
Email CindyCardella@yahoo.com
277 Fairfield Road, Suite 218, Fairfield, NJ 07004
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Great evening with friends at the Polish American Police Association of NJ
First Annual Gala. IAPSNJ President Bill Schievella was proud to be an
Honoree for his assistance in helping the organization's formation. The food
and program were excellent.
In Photo (L-R) IAPSNJ Board Member Daniel Sollitti, Passaic County Sheriff
Richard Berdnick, Antonio Hernandez, Bill Schievella ,and IAPSNJ Director
of Communications Sebbie D’Amato, as they join Board Members from the
PAPA of NJ at The Royal Manor in Garfield.
On January 17, 2013,

Thomas Ottina

Capt. Ottina being sworn in by Fort Lee Mayor Mark
Sokolich along with his wife Dorothy and son
Thomas..
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

of the Fort Lee Police
Department was promoted
to the rank of Captain. He
is a 25 year veteran of the
force and is currently in
charge of the Emergency
Services and Motorcycle
Units.
Congratulations Tom and
we wish you the best of
luck and success in your
new position.
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11th Annual Night at the Races
June 21st, 2013—Save the Date
The date for the 2013 Annual Night at the Races at The Meadowlands is Friday, June 21st
TICKET DEADLINE: pending
Place: Paddock Park @ The Meadowlands
Time: 6:00
Tickets: $45.00 .
The Meadowlands Race Track has raised their price to us by $5.00, so the ticket price has
been adjusted accordingly.
Private Picnic Area with Private Betting Booths
Door Prizes
2013 Committee:
Joseph Simonetti – Co-Chairman
Ronald Sepe – Co-Chairman
Richard Giordano
Chris Mincolelli
John Stroka
Anthony Magnotta

January 25, 2013
President Schievella and
Executive Director Nardone
met with the Hartford Police
Italian Officers Association’s
newly sworn in Executive
Board while attending their
Annual Holiday Party in
Hartford, Connecticut.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Great Italian American Series
Guglielmo Marconi (1874 ~ 1937)
ther's country
estate at Pontecchio where he
succeeded in
sending wireless
signals over a
distance of one
and a half miles.

The Nobel Prize in
Physics 1909
Guglielmo Marconi
was born at Bologna,
Italy, on April 25, 1874,
the second son of
Giuseppe Marconi, an
Italian country gentleman, and Annie Jameson, daughter of Andrew Jameson of
Daphne Castle in the
County Wexford, Ireland. He was educated
privately at Bologna,
Florence and Leghorn.
Even as a boy he took
a keen interest in physical and electrical science and studied the
works of Maxwell,
Hertz, Righi, Lodge
and others. In 1895 he
began laboratory experiments at his fa-

In 1896 Marconi took his apparatus to England where he
was introduced
to Mr. (later Sir)
William Preece,
Engineer-inChief of the Post Office, and later that year
was granted the
world's first patent for a
system of wireless telegraphy. He demonstrated his system successfully in London, on
Salisbury Plain and
across the Bristol
Channel, and in July
1897 formed The Wireless Telegraph & Signal Company Limited
(in 1900 re-named
Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company Limited). In the same year
he gave a demonstration to the Italian Government at Spezia
where wireless signals
were sent over a distance of twelve miles.
In 1899 he established
wireless communica-

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

tion between France
and England across
the English Channel.
He erected permanent
wireless stations at
The Needles, Isle of
Wight, at Bournemouth
and later at the Haven
Hotel, Poole, Dorset.
In 1900 he took out
his famous patent No.
7777 for "tuned or syntonic telegraphy" and,
on an historic day in
December 1901, determined to prove that
wireless waves were
not affected by the curvature of the Earth, he
used his system for
transmitting the first
wireless signals across
the Atlantic between
Poldhu, Cornwall, and
St. John's, Newfoundland, a distance of
2100 miles.

many years. In December 1902 he transmitted the first complete
messages to Poldhu
from stations at Glace
Bay, Nova Scotia, and
later Cape Cod, Massachusetts, these early
tests culminating in
1907 in the opening of
the first transatlantic
commercial service between Glace Bay and
Clifden, Ireland, after
the first shorterdistance public service
of wireless telegraphy
had been established
between Bari in Italy
and Avidari in Montenegro. In 1905 he patented his horizontal
directional aerial and in
1912 a "timed spark"
system for generating
continuous waves.

In 1914 he was
commissioned in the
Between 1902 and Italian Army as a Lieu1912 he patented sev- tenant being later proeral new inventions. In moted to Captain, and
1902, during a voyage in 1916 transferred to
in the American liner
the Navy in the rank of
"Philadelphia", he first Commander. He was a
demonstrated "daylight member of the Italian
effect" relative to wire- Government mission to
less communication
the United States in
and in the same year
1917 and in 1919 was
patented his magnetic appointed Italian plenidetector which then
potentiary delegate to
became the standard the Paris Peace Conwireless receiver for
ference. He was
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Great Italian American Series
Guglielmo Marconi (1874 ~ 1937)
awarded the Military
Medal in 1919 in
recognition of his war
service.
During his war service in Italy he returned
to his investigation of
short waves, which he
had used in his first
experiments. After further tests by his collaborators in England, an
intensive series of trials was conducted in
1923 between experimental installations at
the Poldhu Station and
in Marconi's yacht
"Elettra" cruising in the
Atlantic and Mediterranean, and this led to
the establishment of
the beam system for
long distance communication. Proposals to
use this system as a
means of Imperial
communications were
accepted by the British
Government and the
first beam station, linking England and Canada, was opened in
1926, other stations
being added the following year.
In 1931 Marconi began research into the
propagation characteristics of still shorter
waves, resulting in the

He was decorated by
In 1905 he married
the Tsar of Russia with
the Order of St. Anne, the Hon. Beatrice
the King of Italy creat- O'Brien, daughter of
ed him Commander of the 14th Baron
Inchiquin, the marriage
the Order of St. Maubeing annulled in 1927,
rice and St. Lazarus,
in which year he marand awarded him the
Grand Cross of the Or- ried the Countess Bezder of the Crown of Ita- zi-Scali of Rome. He
ly in 1902. Marconi al- had one son and two
daughters by his first
so received the freeand one daughter by
dom of the City of
Rome (1903), and was his second wife. His
recreations were huntcreated Chevalier of
ing, cycling and motorthe Civil Order of Savoy in 1905. Many oth- ing.
Marconi died in
er distinctions of this
kind followed. In 1914 Rome on July 20,
he was both created a 1937.
Senatore in the Italian
Senate and appointed
Honorary Knight Grand
He has been the
Cross of the Royal Vicrecipient of honorary
torian Order in Engdoctorates of several
universities and many land. He received the
other international hon- hereditary title of Marchese in 1929.
ours and awards,
among them
the Nobel
Prize for
Physics,
which in 1909
he shared
with Professor
Karl Braun,
the Albert
Medal of the
Royal Society
of Arts, the
Father of long distance radio transmission and for
John Fritz
his development of Marconi's law and a radio
Medal and the
telegraph system.
Kelvin Medal.
opening in 1932 of the
world's first microwave
radiotelephone link between the Vatican City
and the Pope's summer residence at Castel Gandolfo. Two
years later at Sestri
Levante he demonstrated his microwave
radio beacon for ship
navigation and in 1935,
again in Italy, gave a
practical demonstration
of the principles of radar, the coming of
which he had first foretold in a lecture to the
American Institute of
Radio Engineers in
New York in 1922.
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FROM AFTERTHEBADGE.

COM

FY 2012 PFRS ANNUAL REPORT FINALLY TO BE RELEASED
On Monday March 4, 2013, the Fiscal Year 2012 PFRS Annual Report is scheduled to be
released to the PFRS Board of Trustees in Trenton for their review before releasing the
Report to the public. This Annual Report is a snap shot of the Police & Firemen’s
Retirement System from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012. This is an important Report
because this Report will determine the Target Funded Ratio "TFR" number, which is
required to be at least 75% percent before any Cost-of-Living-Adjustment (COLA) can be
reactivated under Chapter 78. As you may be aware, there have been no increases in the
2012 & 2013 annual COLA since last year's February 1, 2012 check that covered the month
of January, 2012.
Once this Annual Report is released and reviewed by the PFRS Board of Trustees, it will
then be posted at the Division of Pensions website. The Annual Report will then be
forwarded to the "Local" PFRS COLA Committee for their consideration of reactivating the
suspended COLA. The FY 2012 Annual Report has been prepared by Buck Consultants that
has also prepared the FY 2012 Annual Reports for both the PERS and SPRS but not the
TPAF.

CONGRATULATIONS
PARSIPPANY POLICE CHIEF ANTHONY DE ZENZO RETIRES
After nearly 31 years on the force, Parsippany
Police Chief and long time IAPSNJ member
Anthony DeZenzo says he's stepping down from his
position as of March 1.
"It's true," he said to a local paper, confirming
rumors that have been swirling around Parsippany.
"I turned in my papers last on February 8."
There have been rumors that the chief will move
on to the Morris County Prosecutor's Office. DeZenzo said that as of now, that is not true.
"I have no job offer at this time," he said, adding
that he will take some time off to relax, spend time
with family and evaluate his options.
There is no word yet as to who will replace the
outgoing chief, though another IAPSNJ member
Deputy Chief Paul Philipps, now second in command, would appear to be next in line.
DeZenzo offered high praise for the officers serving under his leadership since he became
Parsippany's sixth police chief after former Chief Michael Peckerman retired in September 2011.
"I have really enjoyed the people who work here, the rank and file," he said.
He said he'll have more to say on the matter in the future, but for the present, he acknowledged
his appreciation for his year-plus stint as Parsippany's top cop.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

PTL. JOSEPH CIR AULO
M A P L E W O O D P. D .
P T L . C H R I S K E L LY
M A P L E W O O D P. D .
O F F . M AT T H E W Z U C O S K Y
UNION COUNTY
SHERIFF’S
OFFICE
DET. ANTHONY G ARG ARINO
W E S T V I L L E P. D .
O F F . P AT F A C C H I N I
P O R T A U T H O R I T Y P. D .

Congratulations
Super Bowl XLVII
MVP
New Jersey
Italian American

Joe Flacco

FOOD FACTS

Did you know that
January 4th is officially
designated as
“National Spaghetti Day”.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

The original recipe for margherita pizza
was for a tri-colour version - featuring the
colours of the Italian flag basil (green),
tomatoes (red) and mozzarella (white).
But these days it is common to find it on
menus featuring just tomatoes and cheese,
or with a sprinkling of oregano.
Raffaele Esposito is credited with coming
up with the margherita in Naples in the late
1800s.
Pizza purists believe there are only two
true types of pizza - margherita and
marinara.
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Essex County College Police
Academy Gets Recertified
Director Rocco L. Miscia is our “2013 Law Enforcement Lifetime
Achievement Award” Recipient
The Essex County College Police Academy (ECCPA) in Cedar Grove
has been recertified for three years by the state Office of the Attorney
General’s Police Training Commission.
The three-year recertification runs from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31, 2015,
said ECCPA Director Rocco Miscia. Recertification means the academy
is authorized to continue to conduct the 15 training programs offered at
the facility. ECC has operated the academy since January of 1999.
“Certification is a must to have in order to be able to hold our basic recruitment classes,” said Miscia.
Six of the 15 major programs involve basic intense course training at various levels for police officers, corrections officers, special law enforcement
officers and juvenile detention officers. Other courses include training in
firearms, radar operation, vehicle operations school resource officers and
physical conditioning instructor classes. The indoor firing range allows
officers to periodically test their shooting skills to remain certified.
Miscia said 6,000 to 7,000 people annually take classes, workshops and
seminars at the Academy, all of which go beyond the 15 primary programs. Those include firearms qualification and EMS related courses.
The Academy also operates a popular summer junior police academy for
area teens.
Division of Continuing Education & West Essex Campus Executive Dean
Charles Lovallo, who oversees the ECCPA, said the facility is also the top
recipient of state Department of Law and Public Safety’s Law Enforcement Officers Training & Equipment Fund grants. The Academy received
$80,470 in funding from the state for July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012, the
most of any of New Jersey’s 16 police training academies. Miscia said
the grants pay for a variety of instruction supplies.
In addition, the college encourages all students enrolled in Academy programs to take ECC for-credit courses.
“Director Miscia continues to provide outstanding leadership at the academy,” said Dean Lovallo. “His work has enabled the ECCPA to be one of
the best, if not the best, police training academies in the state.”
With its main campus on West Market Street between University Avenue
and MLK Boulevard, Essex County College is a comprehensive accredited community college offering multiple resources for academic and career growth at its main Newark campus, West Essex campus in West
Caldwell, and satellite centers throughout Essex County.
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The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”
is an official publication of
the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey,
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst,
New Jersey 07071. This
publication is mailed to our
General Membership and
selected readers from
throughout New Jersey on
no less than a quarterly
basis and is made available by way of our website
at http://www.iapsnj.org.
No portion of this publication may be reproduced,
altered from its original
content, or distributed in
any way, shape or form
without the expressed written consent of the Italian
American Police Society of
New Jersey. In some cases
pictures, commentary or
articles may be used wholly
or in part within the context
of this publication. In all
such cases full credit shall
be extended to the photographer, writer and or publication.
As always, you may contact us in a variety of manners including telephone,
regular mail or preferably,
email:
1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office)
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org
www.iapsnj.org (web site)
All communications must
be accompanied by the
writers name, return address and telephone numbers.
Executive /Secretary &
Editor:
Patrick Minutillo
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Vincent Nardone, Executive Director
Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
Thank you for your donation of 1,000.00 to the 2012 Essex County Prosecutor’s Office’s Annual Holiday Toy Drive. Because of your kind generosity, our office was able to reach out and assist
hundreds of families during the Christmas season. You’re monetary and in-kind support went a long
way to empower and encourage those who at the time were experiencing difficulty in their lives and help
them to regain a sense of hope, dignity, and self-respect, for which we are truly appreciative.
Pamela McCauley, Victim-Witness Coordinator
Office of the Essex County Prosecutor
Dear Editor,
Italian-American groups have been urging all their members to bombard Time magazine for branding
Chris Christie 'The Boss' on their front cover last week.
These silly Italian groups claim the cover promotes Italian-americans in a negative light.
Are they for real? This cyber bullying advocacy can no longer be taken
seriously.
What I hate most is these bigots who live in Disney Land think THEY represent ALL-Italians and what
all Italian’s believe….
Most Italian-Americans embrace these stereotypes, Please read this:
http://iajournal.com/embracing-the-mobster-stereotype-silly-italian-groups-do-not-represent-me/
Mark Farina
A resolution sponsored by Senator Anthony Bucco renaming the Route 46 bridge in Dover for Officer
Thomas E. DeShazo has been signed by Governor Chris Christie.
Officer DeShazo was the first Dover Police Officer in the town’s history to be killed in the line of duty. In
1930, Officer DeShazo sustained terminal injuries from a motorcycle accident while escorting a member
of Charles Lindbergh’s family.
I would like to commend Senator Bucco for sponsoring this legislation and to Governor Christie for
signing it into law. Morris County is proud of the actions of this brave police officer and this will allow his
legacy of service to live on!
William Schievella, President
Hi Patrick: Here is the Information you requested.. Italian Canadian Veteran Police Association of Canada. It
was founded in 1995 from 10 Italia State Police (Retired) Frank Padula President. of our inauguration in 1998. Your President,
William SCHIEVELLA, send me an Honorary Membership with a diploma. But no one of has come to NJ. We have many members but all are working to make money. And all the work will only get a few of as this year we decided to come to N.Y.C. and
we will like to visit you in N.J. We will be coming in NY. in October when it is the event We also have members of 1013, NYPD
(RETIRE) and Active our Chapter is Sancoast 1013 Florida, I'm President, of A.S.A.P.S. (associazione sostenitori amici polizia
stradale Italy and I'm Consulate the ANPS, Sezione Toronto in 1991. ASSOCIAZIONE NAZIONALE POLIZIA DI STATO.
Sezione Toronto. Frank Padula Commissario Straordinario e primo President. in 1995, born THE ICVPA. Canada. In 1997,
Born the A.S.A.P.S. Sezione periferica nord America. In Italy it is over 25,000, members who all work in the Hwy Patrol. With
600 stationed in Italy In 1999, Born also the Interforce italian Police Ass'n. All the associations have registered in Ottawa and in
Italy. And now in NY and in NJ, is the A.N.P.S. I do not know if you know some members of ANPS. I do have a contact with Pat
LaRocca, and Rich BERMAN, Also my friends, maybe you know them, some of our members that are coming in October at the
event in N.Y.C. if you want me to write to you in Italian it will be much better for me. If you request more information just let me
know. Thank you Mr. MINUTILLO, to reply to me. and many regards From Canada and Italy. Frank Padula. President ICVPA..
ASAPS. Sezione Periferica North America. A.I.I.P. I'm sorry for any misspelling, NO ONE IS PERFECT.
Cordially and Fraternally yours, Frank Padula
(Frank, Don’t concern yourself about the misspellings, I only wish I
could write in Italian as well as you do in English. Thanks for the follow up information on your organization and hope
to see you in October. Regards, Pat Minutillo)
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MEMBER NEWS
Congratulations to

Conor
Brady

Detective James Ventola

(on left)
son of our
accountant

of the Essex County Prosecutors Office
and his wife Allison on the birth of
their twins,

Ed Brady

James and Sienna
born at Morristown Memorial Hospital
on December 15, 2012
Our best wishes go out to the entire
Ventola family on their new additions.

Thanks for your
service Conor

Get Well
Susan Dottino
mother of

Christopher Dottino
of Orange P.D.
Susan is recovering from cancer
surgery this past January.
Capt. Dan Sollitti with Ret. NYPD Capt.
Frank Bolz, founder of the NYPD
Hostage Negotiation Team and
regarded as the "Father" of Police
Hostage Negotiation.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

We wish Sue a full and speedy
recovery.
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CONDOLENCES
Our most sincere condolences to long time
member and friend
John J. Bucalo
Retired NYPD 1st grade Detective & Past
President of the NYPD Columbia Association
on the loss of the love of his life

Lori Beldiny-Tromberg, 57
this past January.
Our hearts go out to John and the entire Bucalo and BeldinyTromberg family and friends on this sad loss.

MEMBER NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS
Jersey City Officer

Tom San Filippo Jr.
and his wife Kristin
on the birth of their
daughter

Alana
on February 20,
2013
Reportedly, all are
doing well.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Get Well
Sheriff John M. Fox
(Ret.)
John is still recovering from
some complications from prior
surgery and had to undergo
another procedure this past
January which required a
short hospital stay.
Hopefully John is now on his
way to a full recovery.
Best wishes John!
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These Patents Show A Seriously Shocking Future for
Handcuffs
If you thought plasticuffs were the future
of restraints, well, you might still be right.
But handcuff technology is also preparing to
fork in a much more high-tech direction. According to some recent patents, the future
of handcuffs may be shocking. Literally.
Shocking you. With electricity.
Dug up by Patent Bolt, the recent patent
application from Scottsdale Inventions LLC
shows what seems to be a pretty well developed prototype of handcuffs that will
shock the wearer into submission. The patent also allows for a blinking light or auditory warning that triggers as the shock is prepared,
presumably to warn the wearer to CALM DOWN. The shocks could come for any number of
reasons—too much movement, movement outside a radius, or under order of the cuff's owner—
and the cuffs would also contain EKG/ECG sensors to keep from shocking detainees a little too
silly (i.e. to death).
That's not even where it ends though, because there's additional language describing how
the cuffs could actually administer a substance "to achieve any desired result" via needles or
gas. It could be anything from medication to sedatives to irritants, to who knows what else. One
thing's for sure, you won't want to find yourself in a pair of these suckers if they hit the streets.

CONDOLENCES
Our sympathies to
Harrison Police Captain

Michael Green
and the Green family and
friends
on the loss of his mother

Our belated but sincere
condolences to the Passafiume
family and friends on the loss
of,
Retired Special Agent with the
Defense Criminal Investigative
Service

Paul J. Passafiume, 61
Patricia Ann Greene, 71
this past January 18th.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Paul was a long time proud member
of the IAPSNJ and a member of
P.B.A. Local 121.
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IAPSNJ F AMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very
reasonable
price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

Rotary Announces Distinguished
Service Awards
Eleven area residents were
honored for their service to the
community by the Rotary Club of
Parsippany-Troy Hills. Their 49th
Annual Distinguished Service
awards dinner took place on
Saturday, February 9 at the Knoll
West County Club. Receiving the
Outstanding Public Safety
Outstanding Public Safety Award
was IAPSNJ Executive Board
Member and Parsippany Police
Officer,

David Cavaliere, who also
served as the former Chief of Fire
District #5 in Parsippany.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Italian Word Of The
Day: Orecchiette
Orecchiette is a home-made
pasta which originates in a
region of southern Italy. The
name orecchiette comes
from its shape which is similar to small ears. Their
shape, size, and texture
make it a unique dish that
takes experience and practice to create.

Lucky/Unlucky Numbers
I always thought my greatgrandfather was kidding when
he used to say number 13 was
lucky. Apparently he was serious as the Italian concept of
lucky and unlucky numbers is
different from other parts of
the world. Some older Italian
Americans still hold the belief
of lucky 13, especially when
gambling, but it seems that in
Italy the number 13 has
started to have unlucky
properties as well. The
number 17 is considered
unlucky for at least two
reasons, both having to do
with how it is written. When 17
is written using Roman
numerals XVII, it can be
rearranged to spell the Roman
word VIXI meaning "I have
lived" and was found on
ancient tombstones. When
written using Arabic numerals
17 are still considered unlucky
since it resembles a man
hanging from a gallows.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active link
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Congratulations
to
The Polish American
Police Association of
New Jersey
on their
“First Annual Gala Dinner Dance”
The event was held on February 1, 2013
at
The Royal Manor
454 Midland Avenue
In Garfield, NJ

Ralph Scianni
Honored as UNICO Bayonne
Chapter

"Man of the Year"
UNICO stands for Unity,
Neighborliness, Integrity, Charity, and
Opportunity and on Saturday night,
March 23, 2013, the UNICO award
was presented to
Bayonne Chief of Police Ralph
Scianni as the Bayonne UNICO man
of the year, he was honored among
his friends and family and a dinner
dance at the Chandelier Restaurant
in Bayonne.

Congratulations to

Matthew DeSanctis,
son of retired NYPD Detective and
member Carmine DeSanctis.
Matt who is a member of the
Havertown
Pennsylvania PD
was honored as
police officer of
the year (2012)
and was recently
promoted to Detective.
Keep up the great
work Matt!
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Congratulations to

Joseph Bagonis
Son of retired Belleville Officer Joe Bagonis.
Joseph joined the Air Force a little over a
year ago and he recently was part of a
search and rescue team in South Jersey for
hurricane Sandy.
The above photo was from his recent first
promotion to E2.
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Columbus Day To Native American Day?
CA Assemblyman Roger Hernandez Introduces Bill AB 55
Another Piece of Trash Legislation
What do you think?
The Huffington Post | By Anna Almendrala Posted: 01/10/2013
LOS ANGELES -- California could soon be the next state to do away with Columbus Day thanks to a bill proposed by Assemblymember Roger Hernandez (D-West Covina).
The Native American Day bill, or AB-55, would replace Columbus Day, which falls on the second Monday in October, with
"Native American Day." Assembly member Hernandez proposed the bill Monday.
Native American Day is already recognized in California. Gov. Ronald Reagan designated the fourth Friday in September for
the day of remembrance in 1968, and it became an official state holiday in 1998..
However, neither Columbus Day nor Native American Day are paid state holidays. Columbus Day used to be one for decades,
until the recession moved California representatives to eliminate the paid holiday in 2009..
Hernandez's bill would reinstate the paid holiday, which would close down state agencies and give employees a paid day off,
but rename it "Native American Day." The September day of remembrance designated by Reagan would no longer be needed.
"We're not trying to rewrite history," said Assembly member Hernandez in a phone call with The Huffington Post. "We just want to
provide recognition and credit to the true discoverers of the land."
When asked about the fact that many Italian-Americans view Columbus Day as a cultural heritage celebration, Assemblymember Hernandez explained that the cultural contributions of an entire community should be viewed separately from the actions
of one man.
"Why replace it? That's the day we honor Columbus for discovering the Americas," said Hernandez. "And that's very unfair to
the original inhabitants."
He then went on to compare Native American Day to Holocaust Remembrance Day..
"When we honor the victims that have suffered from genocide in Germany, it isn't to be anti-German," he explained. "It's to
bring proper recognition to people who have suffered and been displaced. This bill is looking to do that for the original settlers in
the Americas."
The idea isn't a novel one within California. Local governments in Berkeley, Sebastopol and Santa Cruz have already replaced
Columbus Day observances with "Indigenous People's Day." And if Hernandez's bill is signed into law, California will join South
Dakota,, Hawaii and Alaska as states who do not recognize Columbus Day at all.
AB 55 has already been opposed by State Sen. Cathleen Galgiani (D-Stockton). "As a proud fifth-generation Italian American,
I support Columbus Day and the contributions of Italians to California," she said to the Los Angeles Times.
Columbus Day was first formally recognized as a holiday in Colorado in 1905. Ironically, while many in the United States today
are suspicious of the holiday's Eurocentric vision of America, the observance was created by Italian immigrants who were desperate to locate their own symbolic importance in a country that portrayed them as outsiders, notes the Atlantic.. More, from The
Atlantic:

Many Americans believed Italians to be racially inferior, their difference made visible by their "swarthy" or
"brown" skins. They were often portrayed as primitive, violent, and unassimilable, and their Catholicism
brought them in for further abuse. After an 1891 lynching of Italians in New Orleans, a New York Times editorial proclaimed Sicilians "a pest without mitigation," adding, for good measure, that "our own rattlesnakes are
as good citizens as they."
Italians quickly adopted Columbus as a shield against the ethnic, racial, and religious discrimination they
faced in their adoptive country.
Assembly member Hernandez defended his bill, calling it "inclusive," not "divisive."
"[The bill] doesn't take aim at the cultural contributions of Italian-Americans," insisted Hernandez. "It isn't intended to bring
down a community -- just to give recognition and respect to the first inhabitants of this land."
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DID YOU KNOW THIS HISTORICAL FACT?
New Orleans, 1891
The fate of numerous Italian Americans was no different than that of other ethnic groups
targeted by lynch mobs. The most infamous lynching of Italians occurred on March 14, 1891 in
New Orleans. This event claimed eleven victims and was one of the largest multiple lynching's in
American history. The catalyst for this tragedy was the unsolved murder of popular city police
superintendent David Hennessy. Hennessy’s murder led to a roundup of the “usual suspects” -in this case Italians. Those detained, immigrants from Sicily and the southern portions of Italy -possessed swarthy complexions and were viewed with suspicion and contempt by the white
protestant elite ruling New Orleans. Akin to Negroes, Italians were “not quite white” and subject
to a racial prejudice only slightly subtler -- mingled with a baseless and deliberately orchestrated
Mafia scare associating most Italian Americans with a vast criminal organization that did not
exist in the New Orleans of that era.
The morning of March 14 was bright and sunny. By ten o’clock, a crowd of thousands was
gathered by the Parish Jail, with many of them shouting, “Yes, yes, hang the dagoes!” The
prison was soon attacked by a carefully selected band culled by the mobs’ leaders comprised of
about twenty-five well-armed men. With battering rams ringing in their ears, the prisoners were
both trapped and doomed. In the prison yard where several Italians were clustered together at
one end, the hit squad of lynchers opened fire from about twenty feet away. More than a hundred
rifle shots and shotgun blasts were fired into six helpless men, tearing their bodies apart. When
the firing stopped, the squad inspected their victims. A man saw Pietro Monasterio’s hand twitch
and yelled, “Hey, this one’s alive!” “Give him another load, “ another gunman answered. “Can’t, I
ain’t got the heart.” Then one of the men walked up to the body, aimed a shotgun point-blank,
and literally blew the top of Monasterio’s head away. Someone laughed. There were two or
three cheers. One or two men turned their faces away, looking sick.
So it went. Joseph P. Macheca, Antonio Scaffidi, and Antonio Marchesi were shot while turning
to face their pursuers. Marchesi was struck in the head by a bullet. As he raised his right hand to
shield himself a shotgun charge blew off and went on to disintegrate the top of his skull. Yet he
did not die until nine hours later, lying all the time where he fell.
More gunmen found Manuel Polizzi. Sitting on the floor in a corner of a cell, muttering to
himself. Dragged by five men into a corridor he was shot two or three times while staring with
wild eyes at nothing in particular. Antonio Bagnetto was found in another cell, pretending to be
dead. He too was shot. Several of the men’s corpses were displayed to the mob outside the
prison and hung on lampposts for all to see. Witnesses said that the cheers were nearly
deafening.

DID YOU KNOW: Immigrants Coming from southern Europe in the
early part of the 1900’s were considered different from, and less desirable
than, an immigrant from northern Europe. Donna Gabaccia, the former
director of the Immigration History Research Center at the University of
Minnesota, notes that in some circles back then, “Italians and others were
‘not quite white’ or ‘in between’ people.” From 1899 to 1924, she said,
immigration officials even made distinctions among Italians. Those from
the country’s north were more welcomed than those from its south.
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey,
in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund raising campaign, is our
Safety Equipment give-away. This is a
presentation of a package of police safety / life saving equipment to members of
our organization who
are full time police officers, and
whose dues are current. We will average approximately 10 winners
per year. All that is needed is
for a member to fill
out an entry form which can be
found on our web
site. Then an entry is selected
randomly, about
once a month, for presentation
to the winner at a
general meeting. Criteria is
membership in good
standing, and attendance for receiving the package.
Over the last several years since
the start of this important program we were honored to have given
out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective departments. We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments. We
have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on.
GOOD LUCK AND STAY SAFE!!!

Classy Cops by Deborah Marko
Police Extend Outreach to Local Schools
VINELAND — Over sandwiches and chocolate milk, diners in
the Petway Elementary School cafeteria got to know each
other a little better this past January.
One day, fifth grader Javon Daves said he’d like to be a
police officer.
His lunch companion, IAPSNJ member, Vineland Officer
Joe Pagano, already is one.
The Vineland Police Department is expanding its community policing into the public elementary schools to connect
with the city’s youngest residents.
Officers, including Chief Tim Codispoti, were warmly welcomed by fourth- and fifth-graders who slid
over at their lunch tables to make room for the visitors.
The Lunch with a Cop program debuted this month in all six elementary schools and will serve as a
home base for the officers to get to know the surrounding community.
Officers visit the schools for two 20-minute lunch periods once a week, sometimes on their own lunch
hours, Pagano said.
We’re proud to have officers like Joe Pagano as members of our organization and we’d like to commend his community service.
Keep up the good work!
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ALESSANDRO MANZONI, I PROMESSI SPOSI
BY: JANICE THERESE MANCUSO
First issued in the years later, converted
mid 1820s and rewritten in 1840, I Promessi Sposi (The Betrothed), is Alessandro Manzoni’s
masterpiece, his gift
to Italy and the world.
Acclaimed “Italy’s
Great Novel,” the
classic story about
love and misfortune
takes place between
1628 and 1631 in a
territory of Lombardy
ruled by the Spaniards.

to Catholicism. Manzoni followed, renewing his religious beliefs. To atone for his
earlier abandonment
of his religion, he began to write a series
of sonnets – Inni
sacri – in celebration
of the Christian holidays. Twelve were
planned, and of the
five he completed
from 1812 to 1822,
his most acclaimed is
La Pentecoste.

Manzoni was born
in Milan in 1785, and
after his parents separated in 1792, he
stayed with his father
until 1805; then went
to Paris to be with his
mother. Schooled in
religion, his early interest was in poetry,
and upon joining his
mother, he shunned
his religious upbringing and embraced the
idealistic philosophy
of her literary friends.

Inspired by the
death of Napoleon in
1821, Manzoni wrote
Il Cinque Maggio, his
ode to Napoleon and
said to be the “most
popular Italian lyric of
the nineteenth century.” Around the same
time he began work
on I Promessi Sposi,
completing it several
years later. His style
of writing combined
descriptive passages,
historical accounts,
depth of human emotion, politics, religion,
culture, ideology, and
humor to create a
complex yet simple
story about two peasants whose plans to
marry are thwarted
by a wealthy tyrant.

While in Paris, he
wrote two poems of
merit – In morte di
Carlo Imbonati and
Urania. He returned
to Italy, and in 1808
married a Protestant
woman who, two
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opera. For many
Shortly after Man- years, the historical
story of two young
zoni finished I
lovers and the adverPromessi Sposi, he
sity they face has
traveled to Tuscany
been required readto study the dialect,
and began rewriting ing in Italian schools
his novel to appeal to – Italy’s gift to Mana wider audience. The zoni.
revised edition was
released in 1840.
I Promessi Sposi
Manzoni’s idealism
can be read in Engand his interest in Ita- lish online at the Unily’s sovereignty were versity of Toronto Lirewarded by a posibraries Internet Artion as Senator when chives, http://
Italy became indearchive.org/details/
pendent in 1871. Two betrothed00manzuoft
years later, Manzoni
died. His death was
deeply mourned
throughout Italy and
he was honored with
a state funeral attend©2012 (updated
ed by many dignitararticle) Janice
ies. Giuseppe Verdi,
Therese Mancuso.
who met Manzoni
Previously published
several years earlier, in 2007 in La Gazzetta
wrote Requiem in
Italiana. Janice
Manzoni’s honor.
Therese Mancuso is
the founder of ThirtyOne Days of Italians,
By 1875, more
director
of The Italian
than 100 editions of I
Promessi Sposi were American Press, and
author of Con Amore.
in circulation. The
book has been trans- For more information
visit www.jtmancuso.
lated into major lancom
guages worldwide,
and it has been
adapted in various
versions on film, television, and stage, including ballet and
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E A S T E R M O N DA Y – P A S Q U E T TA
BY: JANICE THERESE MANCUSO
on the beach, Italians bring baskets of delicacies
– tortas and pies,
roasted lamb,
cheese, early artichokes, new fava
beans, leafy
spring vegetables, herbs, hardboiled eggs, and
It may be that no plenty of wine – seother country oblections varying with
serves Easter,
each region. The cusPasqua, and celetom of traveling for a
brates Easter Monpicnic is based on
day – a national holi- the Book of Luke’s
day throughout most biblical recount of
of Europe – as it’s
two of Jesus’ discidone in Italy.
ples who met the risen Christ as they
walked to a nearby
Easter Monday,
village.
Pasquetta, also
called Little Easter,
and Monday of the
With this religious
Angel, Lunedi
undertone, the day
dell'Angelo, is the
becomes more meantraditional end to Ho- ingful for engaged
ly Week. As with
couples in Umbria
Easter, each region
who, in the Feast of
of Italy celebrates
the Fraschetta, follow
with its own tradia 475-year tradition
tions – from exof exchanging olive
changing olive
branches. Olive
branches to folklore branches have much
dancing to cheese
significance throughwheel rolling.
out Italy – for their
prominence in agriculture, and as a subOne nationwide
tradition, though, is a stitute for the palm
picnic. Whether at a fronds that are typipark, the rolling hills cally associated with
of the countryside, or Easter. It’s also noted
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

that as Jesus rode
into Jerusalem on a
donkey, olive branches were placed along
his path.

reigns, and the team
that rolls their cheese
around the course
with the least amount
of “strokes” wins.

Across the Bay of
Naples on the island
of Ischia, the ancient
ritual Festa della
Ndrezzata depicts a
dramatic dance with
wooden swords.
Dancers, performers,
and musicians – all in
traditional costumes
– entertain with a ceremonial ersatz battle
that has been passed
along with each generation.

Each region of Italy has its Pasquetta
traditions. Start
yours in the States
by observing Italy’s
national pastime and
celebrating Easter
Monday with a picnic
… and, if you’re feeling adventurous,
maybe a cheese
wheel race.

On a more lighthearted note, some
towns have egg races, but only one town
– Panicale in Umbria
– has a cheese
wheel, or cheese rolling, race. Large
wheels of pecorino
cheese are rolled
around a course that
encircles the village.
The game – Ruzzolone – is said to have
started in the 15th
century and the
cheese was eventually replaced with a
large wooden disk;
but in Panicale, the
cheese wheel still

I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank
Ms. Mancuso for her
literary
contributions to this
publication.
Ms. Mancuso has
become a great
friend of our
organization over the
past few years and
we are honored to be
able to provide you
with a sampling of
her great work.
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JANUARY MEETING ~ MOUNTAINSIDE INN, CLIFTON
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2013
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FEBRUARY MEETING ~ MARCO POLO RESTAURANT, SUMMIT
WEDNESDAY, FEB RUARY 13, 2013
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See pages 32 and 33 for two great articles from renown
Italian American author Janice Therese Mancuso.

We’re on the
Web!
www.iapsnj.org

AND
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