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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BILL SCHIEVELLA
As you read
of duty. Detective Joseph Seals of the
this message the Jersey City Police Department was gunned
Christmas
down in a terrorist attack on Jersey City’s
Holidays will
Jewish Community. Detective Seals leaves a
have passed us
wife and 5 children just before Christmas.
by and the
Bless the many organizations that have
challenges of the
raised money for the family especially the
New Year await Tunnel to Tower Foundation that paid off the
us. I hope that
family’s mortgage. Our organization
the holidays
purchased and served a hot meal for the offound you and
ficers in the Jersey City Police West & South
your family in
Districts as a small token of support for cops
good health and
working around the clock for days. Let’s
2019 was a successful one. As I prepare this never forget the sacrifices made by Detective
message to you, we just finished another
Seals and all of the other fallen officers. We
successful holiday party for Big Brothers
have a responsibility to stand with their
and Big Sisters of NJ. Our organization
families forever!
collected and purchased toys for more than
Fraternally yours,
100 at risk children and provided pizza,
William Schievella, President
desert, face painting and lots of
smiles. I would be remiss if I didn’t
thank my parents Dr. and Mrs Daniel
Schievella for playing Santa & Mrs
Claus for more than 20 years. It was a
fantastic day. Next year it would be
great to have more younger active police officers attend in uniform. We
need to
continue to have more participation from our younger law enforcement officers to keep our organization strong into the next decade.
This past year held several milestones for our organization. We swore
in our first ever father and daughter
team as members (Capt. Sal Ingui,
NJSP & PO Aviana Ingui, Elmwood
Congratulations to IAPSNJ President William
Park PD) and husband and wife team
Schievella on being inducted into the Italianas members ( PO Brian Sabatelli, Fair- American National Hall of Fame, Inc. this past Octofield PD & PO Jaclyn Sabatelli, Ramber 19th at the Organizations Annual Ceremony
sey PD). In the coming year, I will be
and Cocktail Reception and Dinner held at the
unveiling a new recruitment program
Tropicana Casino & Resort in Atlantic City.
designed to help us remain the largest
Congrats to the other award recipients as well.
ethnic law enforcement organization
Pictured above is President Schievella with
in New Jersey.
members of the IAPSNJ Board who joined him and
Sadly this week, New Jersey lost
his family that evening.
another hero police officer in the line
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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From the Editor
Patrick Minutillo
Regarding the newly reconstituted PFRS Board! By a unanimous vote the Board has appointed a Executive Director.
Reportedly, Gregory Petzold,
will not work for any administration, nor will he report to the
Treasurer and will serve at the
pleasure of a Board with a Labor majority. In other words
Petzold, a professional, will not
beholden to political interests in
his new capacity.

At our November meeting in
Hoboken Pat DeFrancisci and I
discussed the following issue
that should be important to all
our members. Pat suggested
bringing it to everyone’s attention and I couldn’t agree more.
That issue~ Executive Order 83
Signed by Governor
Murphy on September “The governor’s office said the New Jersey
Department of Banking and Insurance
10, 2019 and effective
would scrutinize all liability insurance
October 10, 2019.
offered in the state that encouraged the
Remember that an
improper use of firearms.
Executive Order does
NOT require
However, the executive order did not
legislative approval.
define what the state considered
According to news
“improper use of firearms” other
sources, this past Octhan its obvious objection to
tober, a few days priconcealed carry.
or to the 30-day deadline set by this execuThis order eliminates the financial
tive order, the USCCA protection that groups like USCCA afford
was reported to have
law-abiding citizens of New Jersey.
Anyone who uses a weapon to defend
ceased its coverage
themselves, wounding or killing an
to its members in
assailant, will likely face a criminal trial, a
New Jersey. The
Gregory Petzold to become
executive director of Police and
wrongful-death civil suit, or both. The
quotation below is
Firemen’s Retirement System.
battles they face are not easy and they
from the USCCA as
certainly are not cheap.”
Petzold, was one of Gov. Phil
found in newjerMurphy’s top aides as Dep.
sey.concealed.com.
I don’t know about anyone else but this
Chief of Staff of Intergovern“On Sept 10, the gov- appears to simply be a way to circumvent
mental Affairs before leaving
ernor of New Jersey,
the 2nd Amendment with a ridiculously
that post to take the aforemen- Phil Murphy, signed
overbroad definition and use of the
wording
“improper use of firearms”
tioned position which has sigan executive order
which
seems
intended, and would
nificant authority over the
directing New
provide
an
opportunity,
to allow
state’s pensions.
Jersey’s Department
somewhat unbridled arbitrary and
Remember, last year Gov. Murof Banking and
capricious decision making on the part of
phy signed a bill reorganizing
Insurance to prohibit
those anointed to determine the
the PFRS.
or limit the sale of
suitability of any given insurer, be it the
USCCA (U.S. Concealed Carry
Under the new structure, the
insurance products
Association),
the NRA’s “Carry Guard”
Executive Director will manage
that encourage the
Programs
,
or
for that matter any other
the pension system’s day-toimproper use
insurer interested in doing business in
day operations and report to the
of firearms.
New Jersey.
PFRS board.
-continued page 15What do you think?
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IAPSNJ Celebrates
Columbus Day
NYC PARADE

Nearly 1 million turn out for annual Columbus
Day Parade in NYC
Hundreds of thousands of people gathered in
New York City Monday for the 75th annual
Columbus Day Parade, the largest celebration
of Italian-American heritage and culture in the
world.
ABC7NY was proud to partner with the
Columbus Citizens Foundation and to present
live coverage of the parade with Ken Rosato,
Lauren Glassberg and Sandra Bookman on
hand to revel in the festivities.
This year's event featured over 130 groups
and nearly a million spectators, shining a
spotlight on Italian design and cuisine with Grand Marshal
Massimo Ferragamo, Chairman of Ferragamo USA, leading
the way.
Performances included the cast of Aladdin and the United
States Military Academy Marching Band.
The tradition of a Columbus Day Parade began when
Generoso Pope led a group of Italian Americans from East
Harlem to Columbus Circle in 1929. The parade was
formalized as an official celebration of Columbus and Italian
heritage in 1994, and this year's event marks its 75th
Anniversary.
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IAPSNJ at the Annual Morris
County Columbus Day Parade with
our Friends from the East Hanover
Italian American Club
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Joe Uliano receiving our Certificate of
Achievement for his PhD in Education from
Seton Hall University.

It’s always an honor to swear in new members. From the NJ State Police,
Homeland Security, New Providence PD, Union Co. Sheriffs & Deal PD. It was
also historic to swear in our 1st husband and wife team from Fairfield PD and
Ramsey PD! Proud to have more Italian American women joining our ranks!

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Presenting our Police Safety Package of
equipment to Timothy Hart from Elizabeth Police
Department at our Meeting.. These packages
valued at more than $700 each are presented t9
members at all of our meetings.
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Alyssa Kerstner Pharm.D. of CVS Pharmacy in Randolph was on hand to
provide flu shots to attendees. It’s important to protect public safety personnel
from the flu in the coming season.
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Spaghetti al nero di seppia
By Frank Fariello

Have you ever tried squid ink? I reckon that many of
our readers, Italian food lovers as they are, haven’t
yet.
Squid ink has a unique “earthy” flavor, a silky mouth
feel and an alluring jet black color that couples perfectly with pasta. I find it irresistible.
The recipe for spaghetti al nero di seppia is really simple: you begin much as if you were making a
basic aglio, olio e peperoncino, then add finely chopped up squid and let it braise with a splash of
white wine until tender. Then, in goes the squid ink: let it simmer for a minute or two and it’ll work
its magic. This intensely savory sauce goes beautifully with spaghetti or any other long pasta such
as linguine or even tagliatelle. And if you’re in Venice, bigoli would be a classic choice.
I’d really encourage you to give spaghetti al nero di seppia a try.
Somehow both elegant and rustic at the same time, it’s a dish equally perfect for a dinner party or a
simple family meal.
Notes on spaghetti al nero di sepia:
Traditional Italian recipes assume that you’re buying uncleaned squid with the ink sac—which all squid
naturally have—still attached. You just save the sac while you’re cleaning the squid and add the ink in it to
the saucepan when the time comes.
Here in the US squid is invariably sold already cleaned, with the ink sac removed. But fortunately, you can
buy little sachets of squid ink separately. Our local Spanish deli carries them, and you can also buy them
online. If you find you really love the stuff, you can buy whole jars as well.
Spaghetti al nero di seppia has few complications, but some pointers might still be in order, beginning with a
gentle word of caution. There’s a reason they call it squid ink. It really does stain! So do be careful as you
squeeze the ink out of its sachet and into the pan. Inevitably you’ll get your fingers stained, but it will wash
out easily with water. It isn’t the same if you get it on your clothes.

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
RI

All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and pay their 2019
Membership Dues of $30.00* to keep their membership active. This is the first increase
in more than 25 years. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as
our scholarship and "good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday
charity toy drive. More than 40% of our membership renew on-line.
Please take advantage of the online renewal. It is simple & secure. No PayPal account,
No Worries. The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via
check, please make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and
include your membership number if possible. Use the Auto Renewal option to
automatically pay each year. This is available till the endo of January.
* Dues amounts for associate members and retired members are listed on the website,
iapsnj.org/duespay
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Old Coins No Longer Available

The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
presents Challenge Coins. These collectible coins are
great for keepsakes, trading, or gifts to family
members. $12.49 + S&H per coin
Order directly from our website.

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
Baccalà is cod fish preserved by packing it in
salt and drying—great as an appetizer or as a main
course. In the Campanià region of Italy, it’s was
cheap and kept well without refrigeration, which
made it an ideal food on Fridays when meat was not
eaten.
Baccalà was always part of La Vigilia—feast of the
seven fishes—a Christmas Eve meal celebrated by
many Italian-Americans. To prepare it, it first has to
be desalinated, which means it has to be soaked in
water that is changed out many times for several days until the water is completely clear.
Many older Italian Americans may remember seeing yellow buckets of salted cod with a
hose stuck inside and the water overflowing out of it.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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6 In New Jersey Are Among 101 Best Pizzas In America In 2019
These places have, quite possibly, the best pizza in New Jersey and are among the best
in America, a well-respected survey says.
By Tom Davis
Razza Pizza Artigianale in Jersey City was third nationally
on The Daily Meal's 2019 ranking of America's 101 Best
Pizzas, which was released last week.
The Daily Meal considered nearly 1,000 pizzas and looked
for such qualities as a nuanced sauce, well-distributed
cheese, a flavorful crust and an overall balance of
ingredients.
The "101 Best Pizzas in America" list is culled from a
preferred pool of perfect pies. The Daily Meal then reached
out to a diverse list of pizza chefs, bloggers, critics and
writers, and asked them to take a survey on the pizza shops where they actually had eaten.

Here is the complete New Jersey list, and their national rankings:
#3 Razza Pizza Artigianale (Jersey City) "Razza opened just across the Hudson River

from New York in Jersey City, New Jersey, in late 2012, and it quietly became locally renowned for
its wood-fired pizzas prepared by chef-owner Dan Richer, who was a semifinalist for the James
Beard Rising Star Award. Not only has Richer perfected his crust — it's crisp from end to end and
its inside is soft with a complex flavor — but he's also meticulous about his toppings, which he
sources locally," according to The Daily Meal.
#32 Star Tavern Pizzeria (Orange) "In the history of all things pizza, the bar pie is perhaps
one of the most underrated styles. It's a shame, save that it makes bar pie bastions like Colony,
Eddie's and Star Tavern in Orange, New Jersey, easier to enjoy without battling crowds," according
to The Daily Meal.
#37 Delorenzo's Tomato Pies (Robbinsville) "DeLorenzo's serves 70 years' worth of
tradition with its pizza. It was launched in Trenton in 1947 by southern Italian immigrant Alexander
"Chick" De Lorenzo; today, Delorenzo's tradition is upheld by his grandson Sam Amico at the new
location in Robbinsville, opened in 2007," according to The Daily Meal.
#47 Santillo's Brick Oven Pizza (Elizabeth) "Al Santillo's grandfather opened Santillo's in
1950, and the massive, cathedral-like brick oven, which requires a 20-foot-long peel to retrieve the
pizzas, was built in 1957. This New Jersey pizzeria is really something you have to experience for
yourself," according to The Daily Meal.
#52 Papa's Tomato Pies (Robbinsville) "Papa's Tomato Pies, established in 1912, is
America's oldest continuously owned, family-owned pizzeria. And the family behind this operation is
key: Their recipe has been passed down through generations and survived a 2013 move from
Trenton to Robbinsville," according to The Daily Meal.
#55 Bread and Salt (Jersey City) "Rick Easton is one of the country's most meticulous and
renowned bakers, and he first gained recognition back in 2015 for a stone-milled, high-extraction
wheat flour 'local bread' sold at his shop in Pittsburgh. So it goes without saying that the pizza
dough he's turning out at the Jersey City location of Bread and Salt is going to be equally fussedover," according to The Daily Meal.
Frank Pepe Pizzeria Napoletana in New Haven, Connecticut was named the best pizza joint in
the nation for the third year in a row.
I suffer from paranoia and procrastination. Everyone is out to get me, just not right now.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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VIOLENCE INTERVENTION &
PREVENTION SPECIALISTS (V.I.P.S)
2019 COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS
V.I.P.S. held their Annual Community Awards Brunch
this past October 6th at the Fiesta in Wood-Ridge
where they recognized 15 well deserving honorees in
recognition of their continued service to their
respective communities, and throughout New Jersey.
Congratulations to Donna Roman Hernandez on this,
her 2nd Annual successful event.
In photo on left is Joseph Chiusolo of Turn Out
Uniforms and Donna Roman Hernandez presenting
award to IAPSNJ Board member and Jersey City Police
Department Deputy Chief Daniel Sollitti.
IAPSNJ President William Schievella was also
recognized at the event.

Mother Cabrini float added to
Columbus Day Parade in jab at
de Blasio
The Diocese of Brooklyn added a float to this year’s
NYC Columbus Day Parade featuring Mother Cabrini
to the Columbus Day Parade — a jab at Mayor Bill
de Blasio and first lady Chirlane McCray for
snubbing the Italian American icon and saint in a
recent statue competition. “We’re a little upset that
Mother Cabrini wasn’t included for a statue
dedication,” the Diocese’s Monsignor James
Gigantiello told The Post. “If the city won’t honor
Mother Cabrini, we will honor her.”
The snub of Saint Frances Cabrini has riled up Big Apple Italian Americans and Catholics,
who point out that Cabrini finished first in a citywide vote to determine which women of
note should be honored with statues to be erected throughout the five boroughs. However,
a group controlled by McCray passed over Cabrini in favor of seven other women.
Bronx-born actor Chazz Palminteri went so far as to call McCray “racist” over the snub, as
six of the women chosen are Hispanic or black.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Great having Dr Ray Catania of
Morristown Medical Center join us
for dinner at the Italian American
Police Society of N.J. dinner
meeting. Ray is an amazing
cardiologist & friend and has cared
for many of our police officers
throughout the years.

Swearing in Morris County Attorney
John Iacofano as an Associate Member in the Italian
American Police Society of NJ. Our group held its meeting
on October 9th at the Marco Polo Restaurant & Tavern in
Summit where we planned for the upcoming Columbus Day
weekend with our Parade Grand Marshal and Union County
Sheriff Pete Corvelli.

The Italian American Police Society of NJ
presented our Police Safety Package
valued at more than $800 to Palisades
Park Police Officer Alex Monteleone.
Each month we present one of these
packages to an active law enforcement.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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CONTINUED FROM EDITORIAL
Remember, it’s just my opinion!
-continued from page 3Now, USCCA membership isn’t
insurance, and you and I both
know our membership does not
encourage the improper use
of firearms but it appears the
State of New Jersey may not
agree with us. As such, we
have received a notice of
inquiry from the state of New
Jersey about our membership
program.
To ensure our long term ability
to provide membership to as
many responsibly armed
Americans as possible, we are
suspending selling new
memberships and renewing
existing memberships in New
Jersey as we work our way
through this state inquiry.”
In the case of the USCCA, part
of their woes in New Jersey
could stem from them naming
their members as
“beneficiaries” of the coverage
they provide. Below are some
of the legal protection
resources that New Jersey
USCCA members will be
missing out on during
their battle with the state of
New Jersey.
• Sleep better at night knowing you have access to up
to $2,250,000 in protection
for use of ALL legal weapons.
• Enjoy peace of mind knowing your Critical Response
Team is just one call away
24/7/365 to walk you
through the aftermath of a
self-defense incident.
• Have the freedom to choose
your own criminal defense attorney or
simply choose one that specializes in firearms and selfdefense case law from the

USCCA Attorney Network.
A week or so prior to E.O. 83
Lockton Affinity LLC was fined
$1 million for administering a
NRA-sponsored insurance program in violation of state insurance laws by administering the
Carry Guard insurance program in NJ on behalf of the
NRA.
This order reportedly allows
the state to crack down on insurers who offer policies that
“MAY serve to encourage the
improper use of firearms.”
The Gov. stated, “If we find
folks not living up to our standards, we reserve the rights to
stop doing business with
them”.
Editor’s note: “I don’t know
but it all seems very vague to
me, but maybe it’s just me”!

Law Enforcement Today has
reported that companies such
as U.S. Concealed Carry Assoc.
(USCCA) and the National Rifle
Association’s Carry Guard programs are considered in violation of this Executive Order.
Most of the aforementioned
concerns are covered under
Section 6 of E.O. 83, which
reads:
“The Commissioner of Banking
and Insurance, within 30 days,
is instructed to take all appropriate action within her authority to prohibit and/or the sale,
procurement, marketing or distribution of insurance products
that may serve to encourage
the improper use of firearms.”
In regard to the NRAsponsored Carry Guard program, there seems to be a few
more laws involved that just
this E.O. so you might just
want to look into that in a lot
more detail.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

For the time being, there
doesn’t seem to be any information about any challenges to
the state’s existing laws or the
Governor’s executive order.
It’s not immediately clear
whether Lockton Affinity will
ever continue to sell the NRA’s
Carry Guard program, or how
the NRA will continue or discontinue to promote the program themselves. The Department of Banking and Insurance
declared that it was continuing
to investigate firearms related
insurance companies to look
for any other violations of state
law.
In a recent press release, New
Jersey State Treasurer Elizabeth Maher Muoio is standing
behind the governor’s executive order, saying it is “using
the power of our purse strings
to set an example for others.”
Muoio signed another executive order back in September
that leverages the state’s purchasing power to coerce gun
retailers, manufacturers, and
financial institutions to comply
with a more stringent guncontrol regime.
I guess some of our legislators
didn’t think all this was quite
crazy enough so on Nov. 25th
Assemblywoman Patricia Egan
Jones (Dist. 5-Camden &
Gloucester) introduced A6003
(Requires Liability Insurance
for Possession of Firearm).
In that bill, if it ever became
law, no person may possess a
firearm without liability insurance in the amount of not less
than $50,000. Will be fined
$1000 (failure to maintain said
insurance first offense, $5000
subsequent offense).
Check it out on the New Jersey
Legislative website when you
have a moment.
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This past November 13th the IAPSNJ
had our November monthly meeting
at Willie McBride’ s in Hoboken. The
meeting was hosted by our brothers
and sisters of the Hoboken Police
Department.
We would like to thank Hoboken
Police Chief Ken Ferrante and
Hoboken PBA President Marc
Marsi. A delicious meal was
provided by our dear friend
Roberto from Paradiso Deli & Cafe
in Moonachie.
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2020 IAPSNJ
Annual Gala/Dinner Dance
Saturday
March 28, 2020
The Fiesta, Wood-Ridge, N.J.
Information will be available in the near future. Keep an eye on our website for updates.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Officer Dornell Cousette
Tuscaloosa (AL) Police Department
End of Watch: September 16, 2019
Officer Dornell Cousette was shot and killed while attempting to serve a search
warrant. The suspect was wanted for failing to appear on prior felony offenses.
Officer Cousette is the 35th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year
and the fifth officer fatality from the state of Alabama in 2019.

Captain Vincent Liberto, Jr.
Mandeville (LA) Police Department
End of Watch: September 20, 2019
Captain Vincent Liberto, Jr. and another officer were shot after an attempted traffic
stop turned into a vehicle pursuit. During the vehicle pursuit, the suspect’s vehicle
crashed into a ditch. Captain Liberto was fatally shot and the other injured officer
is expected to survive. The suspect was taken into custody. Captain Liberto is the
36th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the fourth officer
fatality from the state of Louisiana in 2019.
Deputy Sheriff Sandeep Dhaliwal
Harris County (TX) Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: September 27, 2019
Deputy Sheriff Sandeep Dhaliwal was shot and killed while conducting a traffic
stop. The driver of the stopped vehicle approached Deputy Dhaliwal from behind
and opened fire on him. Deputy Dhaliwal is the 37th law enforcement officer to be
shot and killed this year and the eleventh officer fatality from the state of Texas in
2019.
Police Officer Brian Mulkeen
New York City (NY) Police Department
End of Watch: September 29, 2019
Police Officer Brian Mulkeen was shot and killed after attempting to arrest a suspect who he and other officers had stopped for questioning. The suspect fled and
during an attempt to stop him, a struggle ensued and Officer Mulkeen was fatally
shot. Officer Mulkeen is the 38th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this
year and the eighth officer fatality from the state of New York in 2019.

Deputy Sheriff Brian Ishmael
El Dorado County (CA) Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: October 23, 2019
Deputy Sheriff Brian Ishmael was shot and killed while responding to a call for service. Deputy Ishmael was killed and a ride-along was injured during the shooting.
Deputy Ishmael is the 39th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year
and the eighth officer fatality from the state of California in 2019.

Special thanks to the NLEOM for the noted Law Enforcement Officer obituaries.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Ronald F. Gasparinetti
1930 ~ 2019
Newark Police Department Detective (Ret.)
Long time IAPSNJ Member
Ronald F. Gasparinetti, 80, of Livingston, N.J., passed away on
October 21, 2019.
Ron had served as Past President of Newark P.B.A. Local 3
and a Decorated Motorcycle Officer prior to his retirement.
In retirement Ron remained active and served as Vice President of
the International Conference of Police Associations
As well as Chairman, Essex County PBA Conference.
As well as an active member with the International Police Assoc. ~ Newark Region 48.

Linda Incannella
April 30, 1954 ~ November 25, 2019
Wife of former IAPSNJ Board Member and great friend

Nicholas Incannella

Union County Police Department (Ret.)
Linda was a retired Nurse who worked at Boston and Elizabeth
General Hospitals, then as an Assoc.
Manager at the Mediplex Surgery Center at JFK
Hospital in Iselin, NJ before retiring in 2013.
We offer our sincere condolences to Nick, as well at the entire
Incannella family, their friends and associates on this loss.
R.I.P. Linda.

Raymond W. Ford
November 12, 1936 ~ November 12, 2019
Deputy Chief (Ret.) Harrison Police Department
Born in Newark, NJ, to Ann and Arthur Ford, Raymond served his
country proudly in the US Army during the Korean War. He went
on to be a police officer for the Harrison, NJ Police Department,
from which he retired as Deputy Chief after 38 years of service.
Ray was a long time friend and was involved in many IAPSNJ
events throughout the years.
Condolences to all his family, friends and associates.
R.I.P. Ray.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Detention Officer Gene Lee
Maricopa County (AZ) Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: October 30, 2019
Detention Officer Gene Lee succumbed to injuries he sustained the day before
after being attacked by an inmate. Detention Officer Lee suffered a severe head
injury and was transported to the hospital where he died the following day.
Detention Officer Lee is the second officer fatality from the state of Arizona in
2019.
Police Officer Jonathan Diaz
Lemoore (CA) Police Department
End of Watch: November 2, 2019
Police Officer Jonathan Diaz was shot and killed after intervening in a domestic
violence incident while off duty. The suspect was in an altercation with his
girlfriend and Officer Diaz and the suspect’s father intervened. The suspect shot
and fatally wounded Officer Diaz and shot and wounded his father. The suspect
then shot and killed himself during the incident. Officer Diaz is the 40th law
enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the ninth officer fatality
from the state of California in 2019.
Detective Jorge DelRio
Dayton (OH) Police Department
End of Watch: November 7, 2019
Detective Jorge DelRio succumbed to gunshot wounds he sustained on November 4, 2019 while executing a search warrant as part of a DEA Task Force.
Detective DelRio is the 41st law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this
year and the third officer fatality from the state of Ohio in 2019.

Investigator Cecil Ridley
Richmond County (GA) Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: November 19, 2019
Investigator Cecil Ridley was shot and killed after an altercation with a suspect
at a convenience store. Investigator Ridley was on routine patrol when he
encountered the suspect and was shot. The suspect was shot and wounded in
the incident. Investigator Ridley is the 42nd law enforcement officer to be shot
and killed this year and the 6th officer fatality from the state of Georgia in 2019.
Police Officer Rasheen McClain
Detroit (MI) Police Department
End of Watch: November 20, 2019
Police Officer Rasheen McClain was shot and killed and another officer was
wounded Wednesday night after a gunman opened fire with a high-powered rifle
as they responded to a home invasion. The suspect was shot and taken into
custody. Police Officer McClain is the 43rd law enforcement officer to be shot
and killed this year and the first officer fatality from the state of Michigan in
2019.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Sheriff John Williams
Lowndes County (AL) Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: November 23, 2019
Sheriff John Williams was shot and killed as he responded to a disturbance call
at a gas station. A suspect is in custody. Sheriff Williams is the 44th law
enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the sixth officer fatality
from the state of Alabama in 2019.

Special thanks to the NLEOM for the noted Law Enforcement Officer obituaries.

Maria Perego
the television author who in 1959 created the character of Topo Gigio. Perego, who was
95 years old, was working on the return of Topo Gigio to Rai Yoyo, expected next year.
Her death was announced "with great pain" by Alessandro Rossi, administrator of Topo
Gigio srl.
"The Lady – she says – was an exceptional ambassador of Italian creativity; Topo Gigio
seemed to come to life with her and traveled with her to countries all over the world. She
was a tireless worker and worked on new projects until the end, the last of which is the
brand new cartoon series on Topo Gigio which will soon be broadcast by Rai Yoyo. "

Alfred F. Scalcione ~ 88
December 5, 2019
Mr. Scalcione is a retired Lieutenant preciously serving with the
Hudson County Sheriff’s Office
Father of Jersey City Police Department Officer IAPSNJ former Board
Member

John Scalcione
Uncle to Jersey City Police Department Captain

Anthony Scalcione
Our most sincere condolences go out to the Scalcione family on their
loss.
We are saddened at the passing of

Robert Manfre, 84
of Cranford on November 22nd, 2019
Robert is the father of member Police Officer

Robert A. Manfre
of the Port Authority Police of NY & NJ / Port Newark
We extend our condolences to P.O. Manfre and the entire Manfre
family.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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The Real Reason Why Some Italian Surnames Changed
After Entering America
by Joseph Battaglia
From 1892 to 1954, over 12 million immigrants entered the United States through Ellis Island.
Today, members of many white ethnic groups – including Italians – believe that insensitive Ellis Island officials changed their families’ names on their arrival.
It certainly sounds believable, given the sheer volume of immigrants who inspectors had to process on a
daily basis.
Peter Urban, a National Park Service Ranger who was part of the division of interpretation on Ellis Island,
says it was much less common than many people might think.
The reason for that is that the inspectors on the island weren’t actually responsible for recording immigrant’s
names.
That job was one that occurred before people ever left their home country.
When a person was booking their trip to the US they would have to answer several questions designed to
determine if they were able to perform manual labor, which was what most immigrants did for work after
their arrival, and their names would be recorded by the ship’s captain or some other representative of the
shipping line to be put on the ship’s manifest before the ship left the dock.
If someone was refused entrance at the island, then the ship which had brought them over would have to
return them to their country of origin at the shipping company’s expense.
As a result, those companies were extremely motivated to ensure that the people they were carrying met all
the required rules, and tended to check over people’s papers carefully.
Once a ship arrived at Ellis Island, its passenger manifest would be given to the inspectors, who would process the new arrivals by cross-checking them against the manifest.
Having said that, it is true that immigrant names were mangled in the process.
The first ticket clerk may have made a minor spelling error.
If the immigrant made several connections in his journey, several records might be created at each juncture.
Every transcription of his information afforded an opportunity to misspell or alter his name.
Thus the more direct the immigrant’s route to his destination, the less likely his name changed in any way.
Another reason was that the immigrant was illiterate and so they could not spell their last name. This resulted in the dropping of some double letters in surnames or in silent letters. Before 1909, passports were not
usually used or needed so it was not uncommon for spelling errors to occur.
Sometimes immigrants chose to change their names in the first few months after arriving to help secure
work and discourage discrimination.
The process was a simple one as no legal documents were necessary.
Giovanni Palmieri became John Palmer, Giuseppe Molinaro became Joe Miller, and Vincenzo Di Giorgio
was known as James Digeorge.
But the idea that an entire family’s name was changed by one clerk – especially one at Ellis Island – is not
supported by historical research and analysis.
Furthermore, one-third of all immigrant inspectors were themselves foreign-born and were assigned to inspect immigrant groups based on the languages they spoke.
If anything, officials at Ellis Island corrected more names than they corrupted says Genealogist Michael D
Lacopo.
No paperwork was produced for the immigrant at Ellis Island.
They wrote nothing down. They merely cross-referenced the people moving through Ellis Island with those
recorded in the ship’s passenger list, or manifest.
Despite these facts, the Ellis-Island-name-change-story is as American as apple pie. Why?
I have a friend who tells the story of her ancestor and he, of course, could not speak English. At Ellis Island
when he was being processed and a question was asked, he would nod his head and smile. Since all he did
was smile when they asked his name, the clerk wrote down ‘Smiley’ for his surname. That was the family
surname from then on.
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Nice article and nice work by IAPSNJ Executive Director Vince Nardone, who
also serves as the Blue Mass Executive Committee’s Co-Chairman.
This year’s Annual Blue Mass for Law Enforcement Officers was held on
November 7th at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark.
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PROMOTION
CONGRATULATIONS
Christopher Whiting

On his promotion to the rank of Sergeant with
the
Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office
Effective October 28, 2019
Best of luck and success in your new position.
Well deserved!

Pictured above is newly promoted Sergeant Christopher Whiting with his family, including his
father, Lawrence Whiting (Retired Englewood Cliffs P.D.) and father-in-law, John A. Bessich, US
Customs And Border Protection, who is also an IAPSNJ member.

E.O.W. December 10, 2019
The IAPSNJ Executive Board and members would
like to express our deepest sympathy to the
family and brothers and sister officers of the
Jersey City Police Department.
A hero remembered never dies!
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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DID YOU KNOW
Bagpipes are not just a Scottish
tradition
Although bagpipes are typically associated with Scotland,
they also provide the soundtrack to a typical Italian
Christmas. In Rome and the areas surrounding the capital
city, bagpipers and flute players (known as Zampognari and
Pifferai) don their traditional outfits consisting of colorful
vests, white stockings, knee-high breeches, and long cloaks
to entertain onlookers of all ages with their music. It is
believed that the tradition started when shepherds started to
play bagpipes and flutes after seeing the baby Jesus in
Bethlehem and that it has, since then, been a part of the Italian Christmas tradition.

Ken Cuccinelli Decries Martin O’Malley’s Bigoted
Italian-American Slurs
According to various news sources this past November 28th, Ken Cuccinelli, the acting
Homeland Security deputy secretary, was approached by former Maryland Gov. Martin
O’Malley at the Dubliner, a popular bar in Washington, DC. , whereupon O’Malley, who was
possibly inebriated according to sources, went into an unprovoked and bigoted screaming
jag, and a challenge to fight Cuccinelli over his disagreement with U.S. Immigration
policies.
During O’Malley’s tirade he apparently lost control of his temper and began to use
negative and insulting ethnic slurs against Italians, specifically targeting
Cuccinelli’s Italian grandparents.
“I personally always believed that what people say when they are drunk and angry and
when their inhibitions are down is what in actuality is what they actually believe.”
Normally, I am pretty thick skinned and could care less what some drunk in a bar say’s but
the thing that makes these statements significant is that O’Malley is a prominent elected
representative of our Country and was once a prominent former Democratic presidential
hopeful.
Our organization takes offense to Mr. O’Malley’s comments and has addressed these
insulting comments over social media. We, as an Italian American organization have
called for an apology from O’Malley, but I wouldn’t hold my breath over that.

RETIREMENT CONGRATULATIONS
The Italian American Police Society of NJ would like to congratulate
long time member Det Vincent Lombardi of the Hoboken Police
Department on his retirement.

Det. Vincent Lombardi

served as the President of Hoboken a Police PBA Local 2 for years
and has an impeccable record of service. We wish him the best in his
retirement.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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From our website you can go directly to the
vendors link on the right side of the Home page
to be taken to the vendor’s web portal and
browse the available items.
To go quickly in your bowser, simply
type iapsnj.org/clothing.
Take a look!

Help Us Help You – It’s Tax Deductible! Donate Your Car
Truck • Boat • Motorcycle
or Construction Equipment

800-IAPSNJ-1 or e-mail vehicledonation@iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Newly Minted Challenge Coins
“Great Gifts”
Price is $13.75 shipping included

Special Deal

1 New coin &
1 of the Old coins
(while they last)
$25.00
Old Coins No Longer Available
Our mailing address is:
The Italian American
Police Society of New
Jersey
PO Box 352Lyndhurst,
NJ 07071

COINS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT UPCOMING MEETINGS

Fannullone
In Italian, a fannullone is someone
who, quite simply, doesn’t like to
work, nor engage in any type of
activity involving reflection or
effort: a slacker, we would say in
English.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”
is an official publication of
the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey,
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst,
New Jersey 07071. This
publication is mailed to our
General Membership and
selected readers from
throughout New Jersey on
no less than a quarterly
basis and is made available by way of our website
at http://www.iapsnj.org.
No portion of this publication may be reproduced,
altered from its original
content, or distributed in
any way, shape or form
without the expressed written consent of the Italian
American Police Society of
New Jersey. In some cases
pictures, commentary or
articles may be used wholly
or in part within the context
of this publication. In all
such cases full credit shall
be extended to the photographer, writer and or publication.
As always, you may contact us in a variety of manners including telephone,
regular mail or preferably,
email:
1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office)
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org
www.iapsnj.org (web site)
All communications must
be accompanied by the
writers name, return address and telephone numbers.
Executive /Secretary &
Editor:
Patrick Minutillo
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TIME FOR A LAUGH
COURTESY OF ANTHONY “ESPO” ESPOSITO
A Sheriff in a small town in Texas walks out in the street and sees a blond
haired cowboy coming toward him with nothing on but his cowboy hat, his
gun and his boots. He arrests him for indecent exposure. As he is locking
him up, he asks, 'Why in the world are you walking around like this?’
The cowboy says, 'Well it's like this Sheriff ......
I was in this bar down the road and this pretty little redhead asks me to go out to her motor home
with her. So I did.
We go inside and she pulls off her top and asks me to pull off my shirt... So I did.
Then she pulls off her skirt and asks me to pull off my pants.... So I did.
Then she pulls off her panties and asks me to pull off my shorts...so I did.
Then she gets on the bed and looks at me kind of sexy and says, 'Now go to town, cowboy.’
'And here I am.'
Son of a Gun. Blonde Men do exist!!!!
A couple was Christmas shopping at the mall on Christmas Eve and the mall was packed.
As the wife walked through the mall she was surprised to look up and see her husband was
nowhere around.
She was quite upset because they had a lot to do.
Because she was so worried, she called him on her cell phone to ask him where he was.
In a calm voice, the husband said, "Honey, you remember the jewelry store we went into about 5
years ago where you fell in love with that diamond necklace that we could not afford and I told you
that I would get it for you one day?"
The wife choked up and started to cry and said, "Yes, I remember that jewelry store."
He said, "Well, I'm in the bar right next to it.
An elderly man visits the doctor for a checkup. "Mr. Smith, you’re in great shape," says the doctor
afterward. "How do you do it?"
"Well," says Mr. Smith, "I don’t drink, I don’t smoke, and the good Lord looks out for me. For weeks
now, every time I go to the bathroom in the middle of the night, the Lord turns the light on for me."
Concerned, the doctor finds Mrs. Smith in the waiting room and tells her what her husband said.
"I don’t think that’s anything to worry about," she says. "And on the bright side, it does explain
who’s been peeing in the fridge."
A couple married thirty years were revisiting the same places they went to on their honeymoon.
Driving through the secluded countryside, they passed a ranch with a tall deer fence running along
the road.
The woman said, "Sweetheart, let's do the same thing we did here thirty years ago."
The husband stopped the car. His wife backed against the fence, and they made love like never
before.
Back in the car, the husband said, "Darling, you sure never moved like that thirty years ago, or any
time since then that I can remember!
The wife says, "thirty years ago that fence wasn't electrified!"
Two blondes walk into a tanning salon. The receptionist asks; are you two sisters, they chuckle
and reply;. no, we ain't even Catholic .
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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SUCCESS IN RETIREMENT
Congratulations to Retired Bergenfield Police Department Sergeant

Peter Vilardi, Sr.

On his recent promotion to the rank of Captain
with the Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority Police Department
In Sarasota, Florida
The APD's jurisdiction encompasses Airport boundaries in both
Sarasota County, the City of Sarasota, and Manatee County Florida.
Congratulations to Capt. Vilardi on his continued success and we
wish him the best in his new leadership position.

Annual PARDA Dinner
On November 14 several members of
the IAPSNJ Executive Board were once
again proud show our support and
were pleased to attend the Annual Port
Authority Retired Detectives
Association Awards Dinner at the
Fiesta in Wood Ridge.
Congratulations to PARDA on another
great year, and congratulations to all
the award recipients.

Congratulations
Retired Belleville Police Chief

Joseph Rotonda

on the birth of his grandson

Gianni Vincent Wierzbicki
son of Essex County Sheriff's Bomb Squad
Detective, Keith Wierzbicki and Johnna
Wierzbicki, born August 2, 2019.
Wishing the best of health and happiness to
both the Rotunda and Wierzbicki families on
your new addition.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS

IAPSNJ Executive Board Member and
Jersey City Police Department Deputy
Chief Daniel Sollitti with Italian
American Police Officer of the year,
Jersey City Police Captain Anthony
Tedesco.

The Italian American Police Society of NJ Executive
Board joined the Jersey City Columbus Day Parade to
celebrate Italian American pride. Congratulations to
Jersey City Police Captain Anthony Tedesco on being
honored as the 2019 Italian Police Officer of the Year!
The event also honored outstanding Italian-Americans
for their contributions to the city. Developer Joseph
Panepinto Jr. served as grand marshal. Dr. Giorgio
DiVincenzo was the Italian Medical Professional of the
Year; Joseph Severini the Italian Man of the Year,
Viriginia Calabrese the Italian Woman of the Year and
Theresa DeFelice the Italian Educator of the Year. Capt.
Anthony Tedesco was the Italian Police Officer of the
Year, Battalion Chief Joseph Altomonte the Italian
Firefighter of the Year, Gerald Eglentowicz Honorary
Italian Man of the Year, Barbara McCann Stamato
Honorary Italian Woman of the Year and Felicia
Sorrentino Miss Columbus.

Retirement Congratulations

Rosa Rizzo
Port Authority of NY/NJ Police Department
The Italian American Police Society of NJ would like to
congratulate its member Rosa Rizzo on her retirement this past
October from the Port Authority NY/NJ Police Department.
A final roll call ceremony was held in her honor at the Lincoln
Tunnel Command where she protected one of the most sensitive
crossings in the nation. We wish Rosa well in her retirement!
The Italian American Police Society of NJ
would like to congratulate its member

Jessica Plumeri
on being appointed as a Deputy Chief of
Detectives in the Mercer County
Prosecutor’s Office. Jessica is a former
Law Enforcement Executive of the Year
Award recipient and an a former Mercer
County Sheriff’s Undersheriff.
We are proud of Jessica and wish her well
in her new position.
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MEMBER NEWS
Port Authority of NY/NJ Police Officer

Kyle Chmura

and wife Jill
Announced the birth of their daughter

Penelope Merida Chmura
Born on October 2nd, 2019
Weighing in at 7 lbs. 2 oz, 20 1/2 inches.
Penelope is the Granddaughter to proud Grandfather
Retired Parsippany Police Officer and long time IAPSNJ member

Joseph Chmura

Congratulations
Prestigious Recognition
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office
IAPSNJ Executive Board Member

Sergeant John Marcelli
&
Essex County Probation Office

Sergeant Matthew Testa
On their recognition this past October 23rd in Washington
D.C. where they both received the
William French Smith Award
From the U.S. Attorney General’s Office in recognition of
their individual and collective efforts with the Newark area
Violent Crime Initiative program.

*The William French Smith Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Cooperative Law Enforcement is an
honorary award granted to recognize state and local law enforcement officials who have made
significant contributions to cooperative law enforcement endeavors
Great work men! We’re proud of you!

PASTA NIGHT 2020
Saturday
May 9, 2020
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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To help our organization continue our efforts in the community, Scholarships,
Special Olympics, Safety Package, et cetera, we have introduced a "Cars for
Cops" campaign. Now that this organization is a 501C corporation we may
accept donations of cars, boats, construction equipment, and motorcycles,
and the donor would receive a tax deduction for their donation. If anyone
knows of someone that would like to donate please pass on their information
to Director Vincent Nardone.

FOR OUR MEMBERS ATTENTION
NOTE FROM SEBBIE D’AMATO
We periodically check our database for errors or omissions. We have for a while been
listing member number and dues year on this magazine's mailing label area. On this
issue's back page you will find some more information. It will be printed very small at the
bottom third of the back/address page. format:
dues year / member number / department / rank .
Please check the information on department and rank and if something is not correct or
missing, please go to http://iapsnj.org/infoupdater and provide the corrections. If the rank
or department is abbreviated, please provide the full information.
For example, 2018/ 1234 / NJ DGE / SI
The NJ DGE and S/I were taken off your original applications and you may not have
provided an email address for us to confirm, so we simply entered what was typed, but
can't recognize the agency or department. Associate members may only have the first
item (dues year)
If your dues year is anything but 2018 or later, then your membership dues are in arrears.
Go to http://iapsnj.org/duespay.
If you have any questions, please contact us at sebbie@iapsnj.org.

Auto Renewal closed down 12-31-19
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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IAPSNJ FAMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very
reasonable
price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

DID YOU KNOW
Italians in Italy really
don’t do the whole
“spaghetti and meatballs” thing–and if they
do, the meatball is huge
and served as a second
dish after the pasta.
"I came to America
because I heard the
streets were paved with
gold. When I got here, I
found out three things:
first, the streets weren't
paved with gold; second,
they weren't paved at all;
and third, I was expected
to pave them. This wellknown quote, said by an
Italian immigrant to
America, reminds us that
life in the new world
wasn't easy for our
ancestors.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active links
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine

January ~ March 2020

P age 3 4

Winter Edition
I s s ue N o 4 1

5 Reasons to Celebrate Columbus Day as a Symbol of Diversity
By TYLER O'NEIL
This month, Washington, D.C. — which is literally named after Christopher Columbus — voted to
abolish the celebration of Columbus Day. Alaska, Hawaii, Maine, New Mexico, South Dakota, and
Vermont do not celebrate Columbus Day, either. These states struck down the holiday in favor of
Indigenous Peoples' Day, which the U.N. celebrates on August 9.
Here are 5 reasons to celebrate Columbus Day on October 14, and to leave Indigenous Peoples'
Day on August 9 where it belongs. Contrary to popular belief, Columbus Day is a celebration of
diversity, not oppression.

1. The war against the Western heritage.
The attack on Columbus Day is a major facet of the cultural onslaught against the Western heritage
behind the freedom and success of the United States of America. As the Daily Signal's Jarrett
Stepman noted, far-left historian Howard Zinn pushed the crusade against Columbus as part of an
attack on America's broader heritage.
"It wasn’t just Columbus who was a monster, according to Zinn, it was the driving ethos of the
civilization that ultimately developed in the wake of his discovery: the United States," Stepman
noted. He quoted Zinn:
“Behind the English invasion of North America,” Zinn wrote, “behind their massacre of Indians, their
deception, their brutality, was that special powerful drive born in civilizations based on private
profit.”
Yet the free market system of "private profit" Zinn so maligns has created wealth at a scale
unimaginable to most humans throughout history. Inventions like the microwave, the refrigerator,
the television, the automobile, aircraft, and the iPhone have enabled the easy preservation and
cooking of food, the speedy transportation of all kinds of goods across the world, and the
dissemination of information and entertainment at a scale our ancestors would never have
dreamed of.
Private property was also one of the fundamental rights advocated by John Locke, and an early
draft of the Declaration of Independence may have hailed the rights to "life, liberty, and property,"
before it became the more poetic "pursuit of happiness."
The American system of limited government is far from perfect, but it has fostered entrepreneurship
and individual freedom. The values in the Declaration of Independence were in direct conflict with
the horrific institution of slavery, and those values helped spark movements to eradicate slavery.
The Founders sought to restrain slavery from expanding into the territories, and the South
precipitated the Civil War by pushing the expansion of slavery against the Founders' intent.
Americans should appreciate their rich heritage, rather than demonizing their history. Liberal
historians and publications like The New York Times are wrong to reinterpret American history by
placing the evils of slavery at the center. Americans must understand the evils of the past, but they
should also be grateful for the values that inspired the ultimate rejection of slavery and the
expansion of voting rights to minorities and women

2. A historic discovery.
Many claim that Columbus did not "discover" the Americas — either because the indigenous people who crossed the Bering Strait did so first or because Leif Erikson was the first European to do
so. Columbus may not have been the first, but his discovery connected the Americas to Europe
and Asia and his discovery also expanded the field of human knowledge.
Contrary to popular belief, medieval scholars did not think the Earth was flat. Since the ancient
Greeks, scholars knew the Earth was round. In fact, Eratosthenes of Cyrene in the 3rd century B.C.
had correctly computed the circumference of the Earth by using simple geography and studying the
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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shadows cast by objects at remote locations. Ancient measurements were known among scholars,
but confusion over old-fashioned units of distance led to debate about the size of the Earth.
Columbus thought the Earth was much smaller than it truly was, so he provisioned ships for a long
journey, expecting to land in Asia. His measurements were off, and were there really nothing but
ocean between Europe and Asia, he and his crews would have died of thirst or starvation long
before reaching the East Indies. The discovery of the Americas proved the ancients correct in their
larger estimates of the circumference of the Earth, adding to scientific knowledge.

3. The merging of two worlds.
In addition to expanding human knowledge, Columbus connected two worlds. In the "Columbian
Exchange," crops that only grew in the Americas became available in Europe and Asia, while the
Europeans introduced livestock, writing systems, and new crops like coffee and sugar to the
Americas.
It is true that that Columbian Exchange also involved the enslavement of native Americans and the
introduction of Old World diseases that decimated native populations. These evils must be
acknowledged, and historians should also acknowledge that the Americas introduced new
diseases to Europeans, as well. Even so, the Columbian Exchange also introduced long-term
benefits to both the Americas and Eurasia.
Before Columbus, potatoes, corn, tomatoes, and tobacco only grew in the Americas. Potatoes
helped Europeans stave off hunger, and they also spread as far as India. In the 1500s, Spanish
colonizers introduced corn and sweet potatoes to Asia, resulting in population growth. Pizza was
not invented until the 1800s!
Europeans also introduced many new crops to the Americas, including almonds, bananas, carrots,
cinnamon, citrus, coffee, garlic, oats, olives, peach, peaches, pistachios, and wheat. Some of
these crops helped natives fend off food scarcity and starvation. Livestock like cattle, pigs, sheep,
and horses were also introduced, allowing for a more meat-heavy diet.
While writing developed independently in Mesoamerica, the grand Inca Empire of Peru and many
other Native American tribes did not have written languages. The Europeans exploited this
weakness, but they also introduced writing to these unlettered people.
Europeans also introduced new technologies like the compass, the navigational map, and new
forms of crop rotation.
The merging of the two worlds had negative consequences, but it also brought long-term benefits
which people around the world now enjoy.

4. History is complicated.
Historians like Howard Zinn have demonized Columbus and the Western heritage, but the story of
Columbus's evils is far from neat or clear.
As Aileen Riotto Sirey, founder of the National Organization of Italian Women, and Angelo Vivolo,
president of the Columbus Heritage Coalition, noted in an article for the New York Post, slavery
was already in America before Columbus landed. "So were cannibalism and human sacrifice,
neither tolerated in the Old World," they noted. The great pre-Columbian American empires
sacrificed enemies captured in war and even their own children. Some ate the flesh of enemies to
take their strength.
Columbus aimed to introduce the value system that eradicated human sacrifice in Europe —
Christianity. In fact, according to sociologist Robert Woodberry, the missionary spread of
Christianity has promoted democratic values across the world.
-Continued on next pageVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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In fact, the brand of Catholic Christianity Columbus aimed to spread to the New World
also condemned the abuse of Native Americans. The Spanish School of Salamanca helped lay the
framework for international law, and scholastics like Domingo de Soto argued that Native
Americans had human rights equal to those of Europeans, and condemned their enslavement.
These scholars condemned the Catholic monarchs for allowing such abuse and enslavement.
Columbus aimed to extend Christianity to regions where it did not exist. "This conviction that God
destined him to be an instrument for spreading the faith was far more potent than the desire to win
glory, wealth, and worldly honors," according to historian Samuel Eliot Morison.
Historian Carol Delaney also debunked claims that Columbus supported genocide. "Columbus
strictly told the crew not to do things like maraud, or rape, and instead to treat the native people
with respect," she told the Knights of Columbus. "There are many examples in his writings where
he gave instructions to this effect. Most of the time when injustices occurred, Columbus wasn’t
even there. There were terrible diseases that got communicated to the natives, but he can’t be
blamed for that."
Interestingly, Columbus also adopted an indigenous child as his son.
Columbus was far from perfect, but he was also not the villain oft portrayed today. Many wrongly
demonize him as the scapegoat for the evils of European colonialism and slavery in the Americas.
This simple view must be rejected.

5. The Ku Klux Klan and Italian-American heritage.
Much of the demonization of Columbus traces back to an anti-Catholic anti-Italian prejudice that led
the Ku Klux Klan and other groups to demonize the Italian explorer. The celebration of Columbus
Day actually helped American diversity, integrating this Italian-American hero into America's
pantheon and encouraging acceptance of Italian-Americans.
"Columbus has been a target of white supremacists since the 1920s, when a resurgent Ku Klux
Klan attacked monuments and celebrations of Columbus from coast to coast," Patrick Korten, a
member of the National Christopher Columbus Association (NCCA) board of directors, said in
2017.
"They hated that he was Mediterranean not Anglo, that he sailed for Spain, not England, that he
was popular in the immigrant community, and most of all, that he was Catholic," Korten added,
noting that "Catholics, along with African Americans and Jews, were regular targets of the Klan."
The NCCA board member warned that "the disparagement of Columbus today has its roots in a
centuries-old habit of painting Italian and Hispanic immigrants in this country as cruel, violent,
sexually aggressive and untrustworthy. In the context of Spanish exploration, this is known as the
'Black Legend' — based on propaganda peddled about Spain dating from the 16th century, which
continues to be the grist for racially tinged comments about Hispanics and Italians to this day."
As Sirren and Vivolo noted in their New York Post article, one of the catalysts for Columbus Day
came on March 14, 1891, when an angry New Orleans mob lynched 11 Italian immigrants after
they were cleared of murder charges.
Columbus Day helped Americans recognize Italian immigrants as their fellow Americans — with a
noble heritage.
Columbus Day is not a symbol of oppression, but a symbol of American pluralism, the acceptance
of a new influx of Americans from Columbus' native Italy. Just as the 13th Amendment corrected a
historic American evil by abolishing slavery, so this holiday helped combat the anti-Italian prejudice
behind a horrific lynching.
So raise a glass of Prosecco and celebrate the Italian adventurer.
Follow Tyler O'Neil, the author of this article, on Twitter at @Tyler2ONeil.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey, in conjunction
with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund
raising campaign, is our Safety Equipment give-a-way.
This is a presentation of a package of police safety /
life saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active
members of our organization who are full time police
officers.
Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-away program, you must be an active up-to-date dues
paying member. For members with delinquent dues,
you must bring your dues current, paying for the
lapsed time period of up to five years. We will select
10 winners per year. All that is needed for any active
member in good standing, who meets the criteria, is
for that member to fill out the entry form below. Then
an entry is selected randomly, once a month for
presentation to the winner at the general membership meeting. Attendance at the meeting is
required in order to receive your package. If you have been selected to receive a package you
will be notified by email and asked to confirm your attendance. If you cannot attend the meeting
your name will be returned to the data base for a chance at a future drawing.

Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, Joseph Simonetti at
safety@iapsnj.org.
*”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if purchased
separately.”
Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored to have
given out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective
departments. We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments.
We have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point
on.

Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website.
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Sgt. Robert J Gries (Ret.) Monmouth County Sheriff’s Office
Senior Insp. William J. Costa
Lt. Michael Rabasca

U.S. Marshals Service NJ/NY
Summit Police Department

Lt. Christopher M. Longo

Lawrence Township Police Department

Inv. Art Salvagno (Ret.)

Philadelphia Police Department

Senior C.O. Briana Marie Stednick
FERO Paul Perillo

Juvenile Justice Commission

United States Department of Homeland Security

Managing Inv. Ron Dellanno
Lt. Dennis F Toro (Ret.)

NJ Bureau of Fraud Deterrence

New Jersey Transit Police Department

P.O. Matthew L. Salvatore

Sayerville Police Department

Sgt. John Torry (Ret.)

Fairview Police Department

Frank J Von Cappeln

Tri State Demo, Rutherford, NJ

Please check the back page of this magazine to see if your dues are up-to-date. We urge
you to take a moment, to pay your 2019 dues if you haven't already.
Starting November 1st, you will be receiving email reminders for next year's dues renewal
which can be paid on the dues page, iapsnj.org/duespay. You will also find the Dues
Subscription option for Auto Renewal of your dues. They will be paid automatically each
year on the same day you subscribe.
Dues are $30.00* and will keep your membership active and you will continue receiving this
magazine. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship
and "good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive.
More than 40% of our membership renew on-line.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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WELCOME BACK NAT
At our November Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey Dinner Meeting in Hoboken we were all very happy
to have Executive Board member Nat Faronea in
attendance.
Nat is still recovering from a life threatening motorcycle
accident and is still recuperating from those injuries.
We were all very surprised and happy to see him and
Doris show up for the meeting are all very pleased to see
that he is on the road to a full recovery.
You can’t keep a good man down!!!

We are glad to announce that the IAPSNJ for the convenience of our members
is now accepting Venmo for dues payments.
Send dues to
IAPS-Jersey in the app.
$30 Regular, $50 Associate.
More info at iapsnj.org/duespay.

INTERESTING
HISTORICAL PIZZA FACTS
Original versions of pizza, the wild child of the
Neapolitan pie, which originated in Naples in the
18th century, cost a nickel. For those who couldn't
spare a nickel, the pizza man would cut a piece off
and charge a penny; thus the slice was born.
FYI: Americans eat 100 acres of pizza every day, or
350 slices per second, according to a study.
If you believe the tale, mozzarella was first invented
when cheese curds accidentally fell into a pail of hot
water in a factory in Italy. Soon after, it was used on
a flat disc of pastry with tomato sauce and baked,
thus creating the first pizza. The rest, as they say, is
history.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Italian American Police Society
Of New Jersey
P.O. Box 352
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071

If you received this magazine in the mail, you will
notice 4 things below.
Your Dues Year, Member#, Department, and Rank
This will help identify you as well as letting you know if
your dues are current.

IAPSNJ IS A 501c3 ORGANIZATION

We’re on the
Web!
www.iapsnj.org

AND

https://twitter.com/?lang=en

Italian American Police Society of New Jersey- iapsnj

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

https://www.instagram.com/iapsnj/

