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our unions. We should appreciate
the work that the leaders of our
state's police unions; the NJ
State PBA, NJ State FOP, the Port
Authority NY/NJ PBA, Jersey City
Police POBA and the NJ State Police STFA. The leaders of these
organization's serve at a very difficult time.
In March our organization will
hold its annual Gala Benefit Dinner Dance to celebrate the accomplishments of some of our state's
most prominent Italian Americans.
I invite you to join us that evening
as we enjoy our organization's
signature event of the year. Our
Gala Chairman Ron Sepe and his
committee are hard at work to
make this year another spectacular event.
I hope to see you at a dinner
meeting or event in the coming
months. Please do not hesitate to
contact me if I can ever be of assistance. I am proud to serve as
your President and to lead the finest cops in New Jersey.

As you read this magazine another holiday season is behind us.
I hope that it was filled with special times with family and friends.
Holidays are such a stressful time
for many in law enforcement. We
are often forced to spend time
away from families during celebrations and events. As our friends
and neighbors celebrate, we put
our badges on and place our lives
in danger to protect our communities. The danger to law enforcement officers is at an all time high.
Our state and nation face an unprecedented threat of violence
and terror. As the Roman Centurions did in ancient times, our police officers are tasked with protecting and maintaining order. Our
jobs are becoming increasingly
complex at a time where we find
ourselves under increased scrutiny.
Many of our government leadFraternally yours,
ers appreciate us only when it is
convenient and are quick to aban- William Schievella
don us when we come under fire. President
We must continue
Proud moment to be
to support each
invited participate in the
other in a responNJ State Legislature
sible and profesItalian Heritage Month
sional manner.
Ceremony with other
organization
leaders on
Let's all make a
the floor of the NJ State
personal pledge
Senate in Trenton. Thank
as we begin the
you to Senate President
year to be more
Steve Sweeney for
involved in police inviting me as his guest .
organization's and
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From the Editor
Patrick Minutillo
Happy
would free up funds to repay their
New Year other backers.”
everyone.
We’ll keep an eye on updates
Hopefully in this case and keep wishing for a
2016 will positive outcome in the next few
sure we’re all very glad that the
see the
months.
state was able to come up with
return of
All this whining by the state
those legal expenses; aren’t we!
our COLA about not being able to afford to
Interestingly, the projected cost
benefits and a year in which our
cover our pension benefits while
of living increase for 2016 is 0%,
elected representatives stop trying our governors GWB legal tab has and there were also no increases
to cheat us out of our hard earned just climbed to over $8 million. I’m in COLA in 2010 and 2011—the
pension and health beneonly two times since autoImagine this guy calling someone a pig!
fits. One can only hope!
matic COLA’s were instituted
As far as our ongoing
in 1975 that there were no
Christie comments on Colligan: (Nov. 30)
COLA case, according to
“It’s because he’s a pension pig, that’s why. That’s all bump up in benefits. As you
actuary John Bury, Pro Se
it’s about and you know that. That’s exactly what it’s should be aware, since 1983
plaintiff Charles Ouslander all about. He’s a pension pig. That’s what it’s always the cost-of-living allowance
has filed another brief on
been about. It’s about feeding at the trough as much has been based on increasas he possibly can.”
November 13th with the
es in the Consumer Price
New Jersey Supreme Court
Index for urban wage earnAppropriate response
which essentially called the
ers from the third quarter of
Colligan said that Christie’s policies have led to
state’s arguments idiotic.
the prior year to the corre“hundreds” of officers being laid off, “driven thouAt the time of this writing
sands” to retire “and left thousands of officers in dan- sponding quarter of the curthe state still had to file its
rent year.
ger in understaffed and underfunded departments
final brief and a decision
There is a projected 3.1%
throughout New Jersey.”
will probably come down
COLA
for 2017, but that’s a
“Governor Christie is not the candidate who ‘has
around February which
long way off and things
our back’,” Colligan wrote. “To be blunt: If Chris
Christie has my back, please ask him to pull the
may tell us more about the
change.
hatchet
out
from
it
before
asking
me
for
my
vote
for
merits of the judges than
Here is a break down of
president.”
the case.
recent COLA years:
An area of concern is
that even tough this COLA case is
January 2011 -- 0.0%
clear-cut it will be decided by a
January 2012 -- 3.6%
group of people who owe their
January 2013 -- 1.7%
jobs to a governor and legislature
January 2014 -- 1.5%
who prefer to see a particular outJanuary 2015 -- 1.7%
come and, if the state comes up
January 2016 -- 0.0%
with anything that this court can
latch onto without too much emConsidering that (at least acbarrassment, they might get it.
cording to my pension) we only
Another interesting point that
receive 60% of that annual costBury brings up is that “even the
of– living allowance it hardly
Democrats in the legislature who
seems like we’re breaking the
get all that union campaign cash
bank.
would want to see COLAs elimiTake care, have a healthy,
nated since those union donations
safe and happy 2016 and please
are secure while not having to put
remember, it’s only my opinion.
money into the pension fund
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On October 12th the Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey participated in the NYC Columbus Day
Parade in style with their brothers and sisters from the
NYPD, Port Authority PD, Nassau County Sheriffs, CBP,
MTA Police, Norwalk, CT PD, NYC Department of
Corrections and the Polizia di Stato from Italy. We had
a great day and are so proud of our 2015 Parade Queen
Miss Sarah Steihler who represented us beautifully. We
would also like to congratulate Madison Police Captain
Joseph Cirella for serving as our Parade Grand
Grand Marshall Captain Joe Cirella
Marshal. Captain Cirella did an amazing job with his
lovely family in leading our group in the parade. After
the parade we enjoyed a nice luncheon with the NYPD
Columbia Association and met Tommy Lasorda.
Thanks to our police motorcycles for leading us,
thanks to the members and families that joined us for
the day and thanks to the Columbus Citizens
Foundation for sponsoring this wonderful parade.

Parade Queen
Miss Sarah Steihler

Southern Connecticut Italian
American Police Society joined us at
the ceremony

Nassau County Sheriff’s Department
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Sgt. Salvatore Calise, Lt. Tom
Mattera and members of the
Italian American Police
Society of Southern CT joined
us for the first time as a new
organization. Pictured are
members from the Norwalk,
CT Police Dept.

Our Grand Marshall with Family

Columbus Day Weekend Ceremony for the National Council
of Columbia Associations in Civil Service at the Columbus
Statue in Columbus Circle in Manhattan

With Parade Grand Marshall Tony Danza
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Chief
Al Attanasio

Luke Gasparre from NYC. This 91 year old
World War Two Battle of the Bulge Veteran
showed his Italian American pride by riding on
the Italian American Police Society of NJ float
on Columbus Day in NYC. We were so proud
to have him join us
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On November 15th Italian American Police Society of New Jersey Executive
Board member Sebastian D'Amato was honored by the Carabineri. D'Amato
is a Sergeant in the Port Authority of NY/NJ Police Department assigned to
Newark Liberty International Airport. This award was presented at the 45th
Annual Dinner Dance of the Associazione Nazionale Carabineri NY Section at
Maestro's in the Bronx. The Carabineri is Italy's famous federal law
enforcement agency who wears distinctive uniforms designed by Armani. The
Carabineri work throughout Italy as well as protect Italian diplomats and
Embassies abroad. Sergeant D'Amato was honored for his service along with
several members of the NYPD. Society President William Schievella attended
to represent NJ law enforcement. Congratulations to Sebbie for this
prestigious award.
IAPSNJ and Assemblyman
Anthony Bucco were on
hand to congratulate
Roxbury Police Chief Jim
Simonetti on being
honored this past
December 9th at the Park
Savoy in Florham Park,
along with Alan Robinson
from Atlantic Health at the
Morris County Police
Chiefs Association
Installation Dinner and
Holiday Party.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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On September 27th the
Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey held
its 2nd Annual Family Mass
and Communion Brunch at
Holy Rosary Church in
Jersey City. Holy Rosary is
New Jersey's first Italian
Parish founded in 1885.
Fr. Jerzy Zaslona offered a
special blessing for all of
the law enforcement
officers in attendance and
the Jersey City Police FOP
Honor Guard opened up
the Mass with the National
Anthem. After the Mass
members and families
enjoyed lunch together in
the Parish Center. It was a
nice way to celebrate our
faith, heritage and service
as police officers.

Congratulations to our member and friend, Sheriff Edward Rochford, on reaching the milestone of
50 years of service in law enforcement. On December 1st many lifelong friends and dignitaries
joined the Sheriff in celebration. Senator and Assemblyman Bucco, NJ State Police Chiefs
Association President Chris Wagner and many other Morris County officials made presentations.
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Tickets available on our
web site in the near future:
www.iapsnj.org
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Join the IASPNJ at Our Annual Dinner Dance
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Italian-Americans, as much as any other European ethnic group who immigrated to the U.S. shores seeking a better way of life,
and refuge from the injustices of the past, have long felt the sting of prejudice from other groups also seeking a new way of life in
the dream called America.
Ralph DeBartolo, President of the Italian-American Police Association estimates that there were at least 2,200 Chicago Police
officers of Italian heritage working in the department at the time his organization was founded in 1963. The Italians, though strong in
number, were poorly represented within the department's hierarchy.
Though he is reluctant to point the finger at specific groups or individuals, DeBartolo admits that the decision to form a police
association comprised of Italian-American law enforcement officers had everything to do with addressing the promotional
inadequacies within the department, and the negative stereotypes of hard-working Italian-Americans as "Mafiosi." Three Chicago
police officers - Ed Louis, his brother Sam, who was assigned to Bill Hanhardt's elite burglary unit back in the 1960s, and Detective
Paul Tanzillo gathered the troops and called the first meeting of the Italian-American Police Association to order to address the
grievances specific to their heritage.
Thirteen prospective members showed up. A constitution and set of by-laws were drafted. It was an encouraging beginning.
"At our very first meeting an Italian-American alderman who shall go unnamed was sent to us by Mayor Richard J. Daley,"
DeBartolo recalls. "He said to us: 'Don't make any waves.' We told the alderman to go back and tell the Mayor that we would not
listen to that kind of remark."
DeBartolo believes that officers of Italian descent were shut out of the mainstream in those days for self-serving political reasons
- to reserve the key appointive offices within the department for the friends of Daley and his legendary Chicago "machine."
That situation corrected itself over a period of time, but the Italian-American Police Association has endured as a fraternal and
civic organization promoting social and cultural ties amongst law enforcement officers from all over Northeast Illinois. According to
DeBartolo, a retired Chicago Police officer who is now attached to the Cook County Sheriff's civil process unit in Skokie, the
organization is flourishing once again.
In its heyday thirty years ago, I.A. P.A.'s ranks swelled to 800. But like the other ethnic societies within law enforcement that
thrived for years only to experience contraction pains, there had been a corresponding drop-off in membership for the usual stated
reasons: apathy among younger police officers, changing attitudes toward a distant European culture that becomes more and more
remote as time goes by, and competition from other groups and organizations.
Enrollment in the Italian-American Police Association slipped below 200 in 1992 just before DeBartolo took over the reins of
leadership. There were concerns that the organization had lost its vitality - and was no longer relevant; a casualty of the changing
times. "I didn't want to see this go down," DeBartolo states with conviction. "My priority as president was geared toward
membership drives - imparting the message to our younger officers all that we stand for, and that is, where there is unity, there is
strength."
Membership chairman Robert Notini (who holds the rank of Inspector in the Cook County Sheriff's Office) targeted the young
recruits coming out of the Training Academy, and through an aggressive word-of-mouth campaign the I.A.P.A. slowly and
methodically increased its membership over the next several years. Today, there are 500 members representing all law
enforcement jurisdictions. Recently thirty officers from the Niles P.D. joined the organization. Things are looking up.
The annual November Dinner Dance is the keynote event. The officer had
its origins at the very beginnings of the organization. "The first year it was at
the Conrad Hilton Hotel and 800 people showed up," DeBartolo recalls. "We
booked the top entertainment acts of the day to entertain - Jimmy Durante,
Jerry Vale, Louie Prima and Keely Smith. We almost had Frank Sinatra and
Dean Martin one year - but they backed out at the last minute."
Then as interest started to wane and membership dropped off, the Dinner
Dance was curtailed to an every-other-year affair. But with the remarkable
resurgence of interest in I.A.P.A. activities in the last two years, the banquet
is once again an annual event.
Last year, 520 people crowded into Manzo's Banquet Hall to pay their
respects to automobile dealer Nick Celozzi, the 1996 I.A.P.A. Man of the
Year. Some of the past recipients of this distinguished award include sports
commentator Mark Giangreco and former Chicago Police officer-turned
IAPSNJ President BillSchievella with
movie star Dennis Farina.
Chief Ralph DeBartolo in October.

SEE RELATED ARTICLE ON PAGE 27
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Tony Cuttone, a Cook County Police officer and I.A.P.A. board member, oversaw the highly successful event as dinner
chairman.
In addition to the civilian award, I.A.P.A. honors members of the law enforcement community who have distinguished themselves
in the line of duty. Officer Ricardo Mancha of the Chicago Police Department Special Operations Section was cited for heroism in a
dangerous encounter with a street gang member.
Three years ago I.A.P.A. President Ralph DeBartolo conceived the idea of awarding an honorary membership and scholarship
money to a child in desperate need. Seven-year-old Cody Trothaupt a leukemia victim, was the first youngster chosen in 1995.
The family of the late Anthony Samfay, a fallen comrade from the Kankakee Police Department, was introduced and honored at
the 1996 affair with a courageous little boy named Brandon Bryan who is fighting the ravages of illness caused by an impaired
immune system. Three years ago I.A.P.A. President Ralph DeBartolo conceived the idea of awarding an honorary membership and
scholarship money to a child in desperate need. Seven-year-old Cody Trothaupt a leukemia victim, was the first youngster chosen
in 1995. Brandon was the second.
DeBartolo's 6-year-old grandson Brett has struck a friendship with Brandon, whose daily existence is scarred by continuing
health miseries. But the lad is resilient and he says that police officers are his very favorite people.
The 1997 recipient comes from Children's Memorial Hospital, and will sit on the dais alongside Dominick DiFrisco, chosen as the
next civilian Man of the Year. Mr. DeFrisco is a Senior Vice President and Director of Government Relations for Burson-Marstellar .
He has faithfully served the organization as emcee for many more Dinner Dances than he can probably remember. Chicago Police
Officer Jim Mullen, who was shot in the line of duty will be honored as the 1997 Law Enforcement Officer of the Year.
Giving something back to the community is a notion this organization takes very seriously. Helping others is a major focus. For
33-years I.A.P.A. has sponsored an annual picnic to benefit mentally handicapped youngsters. Members volunteer their time once a
year entertaining the children residing at the Tinley Park State Mental Hospital.
I.A.P.A. members march in the annual Columbus Day Parade downtown, and the board schedules nine membership meetings
throughout the year. John Sofere from the Chicago Police Department and Carlo Carotta of the Skokie P.D. line up the speakers
and plan the program. It's a labor of love for all involved, but one that each and everyone of the 21 board members is committed to
seeing through.
"Our attendance at the monthly meetings is quite large - it ranges from 60-80 members for any given program," explains
President DeBartolo.
DeBartolo would like to see the membership top out at 800 before he steps down in the next year. That has been the goal of this
veteran street cop since taking over as president five years ago.
Ralph is understandably proud of his I.A.P.A. accomplishments, and is still very close to his ethnic heritage. He grew up in the
old Italian quarter near Taylor Street and Damen Avenue at a time when the Italians were still the dominant group along the Near
West Side corridor. His mother emigrated from Calabria, Italy in 1929, and his dad was a neighborhood businessman.
DeBartolo took the police exam in 1956 with his best friend John Duffy who served in the Chicago P.D. for many years. His first
taste of serious police work came less than a year later when the remains of teenager Judith Mae Anderson were found floating in
oil drums off of Montrose Harbor in Lake Michigan. The Anderson case headlined the Chicago newspapers for days. It was a
horrific case for the times that stirred the community, but it was never resolved. DeBartolo vividly recalls the grueling interrogation
process as he roamed from building to building questioning residents whose apartment units faced the lake about the gruesome
murder.
Later on he was sent to Wood Street where he worked vice under Commander James Kosefelt. "Now there was a hell of a good
commander. I learned a lot about police work from Kosefelt," he recalls. Then as now, Wood Street was a tough district. There were
drugs, and gambling, and hookers and corruption but not to the extent we see now.
DeBartolo does not mince words as he ponders what is going on these days in the Austin District. "Austin...it may be the new
Summerdale," he adds. "But when a cop takes drug money he is the scum of the department and should be prosecuted to the
fullest extent. We tell our members never to cross the line - and if they do, we also tell them not to bother calling us - call a lawyer
instead."
After Wood Street, DeBartolo was transferred into the Loop traffic division - a three year assignment that ended in 1971 when he
was added to the bodyguard detail protecting Edward Kelleher, a Cook County medical director whose task was to interview the
city's most dangerous felons and draw up a psychological profile. DeBartolo did this for 18 years, and then went over to the Cook
County Sheriff as a process server.
Ralph admits there are fewer challenges today than five years ago when he took over as president of this fine association.
Membership is up and he has re-shaped the Board of Directors by bringing in younger, more aggressive officers.
The issues of concern thirty-five-years ago have been properly addressed. "From our standpoint, unity within the Chicago P.D.
has been achieved," he adds. "There should be no ethnic prejudice - of any kind. There was a lot of it back then among some of the
old timers. But you just don't see that now!
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‘New York, New York’
After the final out of every game at Yankee
Stadium, the Yankees pipe Frank Sinatra’s last
great hit, “New York, New York,” over the loudspeakers. The tradition, through all of its permutations, is now 35 years old; George Steinbrenner, the Cleveland shipbuilder who bought the
team in 1973, started playing it during the 1980
season, a few months after Sinatra released his
recording of the song on his otherwise muddled
three-record album “Trilogy: Past Present Future.”
“New York, New York” has since become so
closely associated with the Yankees that many consider it the team’s anthem.
At some point — nobody knows when — the Yankees’ music programmer started
another tradition. The team would play the Sinatra recording when the team won, but the
Minnelli version after a loss. Jonathan Schwartz realized this, and so did Paul McKibbins,
Kander and Ebb’s musical administrator. (Ebb died in 2004.) One day, during a casual
lunch, he happened to mention what he had noticed to a Yankees team lawyer. “The man
turned white,” McKibbins said. Very quickly, the Minnelli version was banished, and the
team played only Sinatra’s “New York, New York,” win or lose.
(A quick aside: Sinatra loved sports, especially boxing and baseball. One night the
Yankees, unable to get to an away game because of the weather, went into Patsy’s, the
Midtown Italian restaurant, for dinner. Sinatra, who was also there, picked up the tab for the
entire team.)
LOGO APPAREL ITEMS CAN SIMPLY BE ORDERED BY VISITING THE HOME PAGE OF
OUR WEB SITE AND CLICKING ON THE LINK LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDEBAR.

Proudly Wear Your
Organization’s Apparel!
ORDER @
www.iapsnjwear.com
CALL 732-277-7123
SALES@SMVINC.COM
RI
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The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
presents Challenge Coins. These collectible coins
are great for keepsakes, trading, or gifts to family
members. $12.50 per coin
Order directly from our website.
They will also be available at general meetings.

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2016
Membership Dues of $25.00* to keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many
important programs such as our scholarship and "good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day
celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. More than 30% of our membership have now renewed
on-line, as well as New Members joining.
Please take advantage of the online renewal. It is simple & secure. No PayPal account, No Worries.
The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please make
checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number
if possible.
* Dues amounts for associate members and retired members are listed on the website.
http://iapsnj.org/duespay
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Judge Tosses Lawsuit Over Tattoo Policy For Chicago Police
On October 29th a federal judge has tossed a lawsuit challenging the Chicago Police Department's new policy requiring officers to cover up their tattoos.
The three Chicago police officers who filed the lawsuit against the city in July argued that the
policy violates their First Amendment rights of freedom of speech and expression. Three officers
served in the military and have symbolic tattoos on their arms.
U.S. District Judge Charles P. Kocoras ruled Tuesday that the city's goal of having a professional looking police force trumps the officer's desire to express themselves by keeping their tattoos
visible while on-duty.
In his ruling, Kocoras said the meanings of certain tattoos could be negatively misinterpreted
and could undermine the department's aim of establishing trust with the community.

TRENTON - On Monday, November 9, 2015 Governor Chris Christie vetoed
S-283/A-4265, legislation that would have required municipalities, county
governments, and regional divisions to establish residency requirements for
police and firefighters. Both the New Jersey Fraternal Order of Police and the
Professional Firefighters Association of New Jersey vehemently opposed
these bills.
On September 25th
with the Italian
American Officers
of the NYC Dept. of
Corrections
Columbia Assoc. at
their 60th Annual
Awards Dinner.
Photo on left is
President Tony
Scoma , Joe
Bongiorno,
Anthony Maranno
and
Tom Barretti from
the Nassau County
Sheriff's Dept.
Columbia Assoc.,
along with IAPSNJ
President Bill
Schievella
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Visit O.R. on Facebook

Our own Executive Board member
John V. Stroka is the IAPSNJ Liaison to this
very worthwhile and important program.
Kuddos John!

VIEW THIS MAGAZINE IN FULL
COLOR.
JUST VISIT OUR WEB SITE
WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG

Italian American Police Society of New Jersey Executive Board
Meeting this past October. Great meeting to prepare for coming
Winters events. Fantastic meal from our friends at Paradiso's Deli.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine January ~ March 2016
Page 18

Winter Edition
V o l um e 1 , I s s ue 2 9

Wherever you travel in the Western world, the chances are you’ll never be too far from a restaurant offering Italian
food. But is it really Italian? Here, The Local speaks to an Italian food blogger and culinary tour guide - and dispels a
few persistent food myths.
Spaghetti bolognese, pepperoni pizza and penne alfredo. Easy to pronounce, delicious to eat. If you order them in
Italy, however, you’re likely to be in for a shock.
"I didn’t order this!" you may cry - while the waiter stands over you with a raised eyebrow.
As the owner of a food-tour company and cookery course in Venice, Monica Cesarato is wearily familiar with the
kind of misconceptions that foreigners have about Italian food.
Although many of the people on her tours are well-travelled and open-minded, even they sometimes have the
wrong idea about Italian cuisine. Often, they expect one thing - and they’re puzzled or even outraged when they get
another.
“Once, a woman on my course even insisted that I was mispronouncing bruschetta,” Cesarato says with a chortle
(in Italian, it’s pronounced ‘Brusketta’ not ‘Brushetta’.)
Thankfully, though, things are slowly changing - largely thanks to the popularity of TV shows about travel and cooking.
As a former UK resident, Cesarato, who is married to a British man, says she was constantly finding herself eating
'Italian' food that was nothing of the kind.
“The first time I went to Britain, people were always telling me: ‘You Italians cook this and you cook that’ - and I had
to tell them: ‘No, we would never eat that!’”
Often, these skewed ideas about what constitutes genuine Italian food are the result of emigration one hundred
years ago.
“People don’t realize that the Italians who emigrated to the States and the UK were mostly impoverished farmers
who couldn’t afford certain ingredients,” she explains.
Their style of cooking - known as ‘cucina povera’ (literally 'poor kitchen’) involved using readily available ingredients
and leftovers.
“Sometimes, 50 percent of an entire village would emigrate as a community and then carry on cooking like they did
back at home,” says Cesarato. “But that wasn’t necessarily what everyone else was cooking back in Italy.”
Bear in mind, too, that dishes can differ wildly from one Italian region to another - so that what may be considered
as generically Italian in America may in fact originate from some remote village in Sicily.
In Cesarato’s home region of Veneto, food is often very different from the rest of Italy, and therefore often undervalued or misunderstood abroad, she says.
As a port and a major center for commerce and trade, Venice has been exposed over the centuries to many
different cultures. This has left an indelible mark on the city’s cuisine.
But what about pizza? From the number of tourists who order it in restaurants in Venice, you’d think it was a
traditional Venetian speciality. Wrong.
“Pizza came from Naples in the south of Italy,” says Cesarato. “But what people fail to realize is that it spread first
to America and then to the rest of Italy.”
“We never really had pizza until people from the south of Italy started moving to the north for work in the 60s and
70s. Now, you see the locals making pizza too - but back in the 80s all the pizzaioli (pizza chefs) were from Naples.”
As you might expect, pizza has been experimented with abroad a great deal more than in Italy. In America,
particularly, some of the weird and wonderful toppings (eg: pineapple and ham) would be anathema to most traditional
Italian pizza chefs.
As Cesarato says, Brits and Americans have a tendency to “complicate” food in a way that native Italians would
never dream of doing. The truth is that they have relatively simple tastes.
Finally, to help the unsuspecting visitor to Italy or recently-arrived expat, Cesarato pinpoints the ten dishes which
are not actually Italian.
Monica Cesarato is a food blogger, culinary tour guide and teaches cookery courses in Venice. She is
currently co-writing a book with about Cicchetti (Venice version of tapas). To find out more about her food
tours and cookery classes go to her Cook in Venice website.
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Pepperoni Pizza . Want some spicy salami slices on your pizza? Then don’t ask for ‘pepperoni’ in Italy - it’s the plural for peppers,
so you’ll end up with a pizza covered in grilled peppers. “If you want to order a ‘pepperoni’ pizza in Italian, then you have to ask for
‘salame piccante’ (spicy salami),”
Penne Alfredo. This is a definite no-no in Italy, according to Cesarato. Legend has it that, back in the 1920s, an Italian brought
a similar dish over to America that was cooked with butter and sage. However, possibly short of ingredients one day, he substituted
cream for the butter and parsley for the sage. Presumably his patrons liked it because the dish is now common in English-speaking
countries. Not in Italy, though. As for the chicken element of the Anglo Penne Alfredo – “Just don’t go there,” sighs Cesarato. “In
Italy, the only chicken you put in pasta is livers and kidneys when you make a ragù sauce. But that’s about as far as we go.”
Spaghetti Carbonara with cream. “Carbonara is definitely never cooked with cream in Italy,” says Cesarato. “And it should
only be cooked with guanciale (pork cheek).” If you can’t get hold of this, then some pancetta will do. Other genuine Italian tips: the
cheese should be either Pecorino or Parmesan. Crack the egg (Cesarato suggests using about one egg yolk per person but some
Italians also use a whole egg) over the top of the pasta
Garlic bread . The idea that this could ever be considered Italian is particularly perplexing to Cesarato. “It’s strange because a
baguette is not even Italian in the first place,” she says. Italians, of course, rub their garlic bread to make bruschetta. “It’s easy to
spread the garlic on Tuscan bread, but try it on any other sort and it just breaks apart,” says Cesarato. “Maybe that’s why English
people use garlic butter.”
Ham and pineapple pizza . “I'm going to get killed for this but I actually quite like this one,” says Cesarato. “As far as I know, it
was invented in Canada somewhere - but you’ll definitely never find this in Italy. Italians are not very adventurous when it comes to
pizza.”
Spaghetti with meatballs . “Oh God!” sighs Cesarato. “Well, this is definitely not Italian.” The dish was probably created by
Italian immigrants who moved to the US in the early 20th century. Unable to find good-quality tomatoes, they added meat – which
was cheap and readily available – to the sauce in order to make it sweeter and thicker. Traditionally, however, meatballs, or
‘polpette’ as they are known in Italy, are served either as a starter or a main course with potatoes, vegetables or beans. “But definitely not with pasta!”
Italian dressing . You may have come across this orange-coloured concoction of corn syrup, vinegar, vegetable oil and bell
peppers on British or American supermarket shelves. But there’s nothing “Italian” about it, says Cesarato. “In Italy, there’s really
only one way of making dressing: by mixing olive oil and balsamic vinegar – or occasionally red or white wine vinegar.” You can
either drizzle this directly on to the salad or mix it beforehand. “Italian food is simple. I don’t know why the Americans and the British
love to complicate things,” grumbles Cesarato.
Spaghetti Bolognese . In Anglo countries, spaghetti Bolognese is a classic. For Italians, it’s a heinous crime against food. Cesarato suspects that the dish came into being during the Second World War, when American and British soldiers passed through
Bologna and tried ‘tagliatelle al ragù’. Probably because they didn’t know its name, they dubbed the sauce “Bolognese” and later
substituted the spaghetti for the tagliatelle. “But the sauce just doesn’t stick properly to spaghetti,” Cesarato points out. “In Italy,
you’d only serve ragù with pasta like tagliatelle, fettuccine or maccheroni.” Don’t even get her started on the sauce... “We generally
use pork with a little beef, some garlic, a little tomato sauce, onions, celery, carrots and wine - but definitely no herbs or chilli,” she
says. Oh, and you have to slow-cook it for three hours.
Macaroni and cheese . “I’m pretty sure the Americans invented this a long time ago,” says Cesarato. In Italy, however, there
are strict rules about which sauces you serve with specific pastas - depending on their texture and shape. Macaroni ('Maccheroni'
in Italian), for instance, is typically served with ragù or a tomato sauce. The closest Italian dish to macaroni and cheese that
Cesarato can think of is “pasta pasticciata”, where you mix left-over pasta with béchamel and bake it in the oven. “But it’s not the
same, and we’d never go out of our way to cook that.”
Panini . In the UK, a “panini” is a grilled sandwich. Ask for “panini” in Italy, however, and you’ll get several ordinary sandwiches
(“panini” is simply the plural of sandwich). “Instead, you’d need to ask to have it toasted (“tostato”),” advises Cesarato. Sandwiches
in Italy also tend to be simpler. “They don’t contain butter, for a start. Normally, a sandwich is just a roll filled with cheese, cold cuts
and – more recently – a helping of grilled vegetables.” If you fancy a more British-style sandwich, she suggests ordering a
“tramezzino” - a triangular sandwich made with soft white bread with the crusts removed.
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Joseph Cerreto, 68
1964 ~ 2015
passed away on October 20, 2015
father of retired Belleville police officer

Carmen Cerreto
Our sincere condolences go out to the Cerreto
and Giordano family on their loss.

Maureen A. Plitt, 47
January 1, 1968 ~ December 11, 2015
of Blackwood N.J., passed away on Friday
December 11 at her home in Blackwood, NJ
surrounded by her family.
Maureen is the sister of Chief Inspector

William Plitt
of the US Marshals Service.
Our sincere condolences to the Plitt and Callinan family and friends
on their loss.
We mourn the loss of NYPD Police Officer

Randolph Holder
who was shot and killed in the line of duty on
October 20, 2015. We honor him and the ultimate
sacrifice he made. Please keep his family in your
thoughts and prayers.
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John Michael Fox
1941 ~ 2015
passed away on September 26, 2015
A true Morris County legend
Former Morris County Sheriff (19751992), Councilman, Freeholder and
Commissioner to the Morris County
Board of Elections.
A true and loyal friend and IAPSNJ
member.

Peter Arancio, 82
1933 ~ 2015
passed away on October 20, 2015
father of Belleville police officer

Lawrence Arancio
Our sincere condolences to the Arancio
family on their loss.

Daniel Thomas Bell, 30
passed away on October 20, 2015
Beloved son of

Joseph and Linda Bell
Our sincere condolences to the Bell family and
Daniel’s large extended family on their loss.
He will be missed by everyone whose life he
touched.
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Alfonse D’Amato ~ Italian American Politician
Alfonse D’Amato is an American lawyer and former New York politician who served as a United
States State Senator from 1981 to 1999, after which, no other Republican from New York has
served in the US Senate. Born in 1937 in Brooklyn, D’Amato was raised in the quaint village of Island Park on Long Island by his Italian parents. He attended Syracuse University and Syracuse University College of Law before
beginning his political career as the Public Administrator of Nassau County. After holding a series of political offices, he was
elected as a N.Y. Senator in 1981.
While in office, D’Amato was a member of the President's
Commission on Aviation Security and Terrorism (PCAST), as
well as chair of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and
Urban Affairs, and a member of the Senate Finance Committee.
He had a reputation for getting things done and taking on individual citizens’ cases. He was also a champion of Holocaust survivors, and devoted much of his efforts to recovering their stolen
personal belongings. D’Amato also holds the record for the second and seventh longest filibusters
ever recorded in the United States Senate, which became quite comical in nature. In one instance,
D’Amato lasted 23 and a half hours by reading from the D.C. phone book; In 1992, D'Amato filibustered a bill that would have resulted in the loss of 750 upstate N.Y. jobs by continuously singing "South of the Border (Down Mexico Way).”
D’Amato became very influential in N.Y. politics and was widely regarded as the leading Republican on Capitol Hill during his years as a Senator. He is a notable commentator on the Fox
News Channel, NY1, and Bloomberg Radio, and continues to work as a lawyer.

Italian Heritage Month Celebration and Awards Ceremony

William Schievella hosted the first annual Italian Heritage Month Celebration and Awards Ceremony
at the Police Studies Institute of the College of Saint Elizabeth. Honored were Morris County
Undersheriff Joseph Pascale, Montville Township Police Lieutenant Andrew Caggiano, Harrison
Police Deputy Chief Partick Minutillo (ret.), Sussex County Sheriff Michael Strada and NYPD
Sergeant Giovanni Porcelli (ret.). Keynote remarks were made by former Morris County Prosecutor
Robert A. Bianchi. It was an honor for me to personally introduce several of the honorees whom I
personally know as the Director of the College's Police Studies Institute. This will be a college
tradition from this year forward. Thank you to Assemblyman Anthony Bucco for addressing the
attendees at the event."
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Great Italian American Series
Lawrence Peter Berra ~ “Yogi”
1925 ~ 2015
The American story of Yogi Berra
By George F. Will
The 18-year-old US Navy enlistee, thinking it sounded less boring than the dull training
he was doing in 1944, volunteered for service on what he thought an officer had called
“rocket ships.” Actually, they were small, slow, vulnerable boats used as launching pads for
rockets to give close-in support for troops assaulting beaches.
The service on those boats certainly was not
boring. At dawn on June 6, 1944, that sailor was
a few hundred yards off Omaha Beach. Lawrence Peter Berra, who died Tuesday at 90, had
a knack for being where the action was.
Because he stood — when he stood; as a
catcher, he spent a lot of time crouching at
baseball’s most physically and mentally demanding position — 5 feet 7 inches, he confirmed the axiom that the beauty of baseball is
that a player does not need to be 7 feet tall or 7
feet wide. The shortstop during Yogi’s first Yankee years was an even smaller Italian-American,
150-pound Phil Rizzuto, listed at a generous 5
feet 6.
Yogi had, sportswriter Allen Barra says (in
“Yogi Berra: Eternal Yankee”), “the winningest
career in the history of American sports.” He
played on Yankee teams that went to the World
Series 14 times in 17 years.
He won 10 World Series rings; no other player has more than nine. He won three MVP
awards. In seven consecutive seasons (195056), Yogi finished in the top four in MVP voting.
Only Bill Russell (11 NBA championships, five
MVP awards) and Henri Richard (11 NHL championships) have records of winning that exceed Yogi’s.
He grew up in what he and others called the Dago Hill section of St. Louis, when the Italian-Americans who lived there did not take offense at the name.
They had bigger problems. Allen Barra notes that an 1895 advertisement seeking labor to
build a New York reservoir said whites would be paid $1.30 to $1.50 a day, “colored” workers $1.25 to $1.40, and Italians $1.15 to $1.25. The term “wop” may have begun as an acronym for “without papers,” as many Italians were when they arrived at Ellis Island.
American sports and ethnicity have been interestingly entangled. The nickname “Fighting
Irish” was originally a disparagement by opponents of Notre Dame, which for many years
had problems filling its schedule because of anti-Catholic bigotry. But sports also have
been solvents of a sense of apartness felt by ethnic groups.
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In 1923, the Sporting News, called the national pastime the essence of the nation:
“In a democratic, catholic, real American game like baseball, there has been no distinction
raised except tacit understanding that a player of Ethiopian descent is ineligible. . . The
Mick, the Sheeny, the Wop, the Dutch and the Chink, the Cuban, the Indian, the Jap or the
so-called Anglo-Saxon — his ‘nationality’ is never a matter of moment if he can pitch, hit or
field.”
Ah, diversity. In 1908, the Sporting News said this about a Giants rookie, Charley
“Buck” Herzog: “The long-nosed rooters are crazy whenever young Herzog does anything
noteworthy. Cries of ‘Herzog! Herzog! Goot poy, Herzog!’ go up regularly, and there would
be no let-up even if a million ham sandwiches suddenly fell among these believers in percentages and bargains.”
David Maraniss, in his biography of the Pirates’ Roberto Clemente, the first Puerto Rican
superstar, notes that as late as 1971, Clemente’s 17th season, one sportswriter still quoted
him in phonetic English: “Eef I have my good arm thee ball gets there a leetle quicker.”
In 1962, Alvin Dark, manager of the San Francisco Giants, banned the speaking of Spanish in the clubhouse. Today, with three of the most common surnames in baseball being
Martinez, Rodriguez and Gonzalez, some managers speak Spanish.
Yogi’s great contemporary, Dodgers’ catcher Roy Campanella (another three-time MVP),
was the son of an African-American mother and Italian-American father. Today, with two
Italian-Americans on the Supreme Court, it’s difficult to imagine how delighted ItalianAmericans were with their first national celebrity — the elegant center fielder on baseball’s
most glamorous team, Joe DiMaggio, the son of a San Francisco fisherman.
DiMaggio was “Big Dago” to his teammates. Yogi was “Little Dago” and became the nation’s most beloved sports figure. As Yogi said when Catholic Dublin elected a Jewish
mayor, “Only in America.”

Lawrence Peter
Berra
“Yogi”
1925 ~ 2015

Albert Francis "Al" Molinaro, 96
(born Umberto Francesca Molinaro; June 24, 1919 – October 30, 2015) was an
American actor.
The son of Italian immigrants Raffaele and Teresa Molinaro. His father was a
prominent tavern/restaurant/hotel owner, and a leader in the Italian community who financially sponsored hundreds of Italians to immigrate to the United
States.
Played Officer Murray Greshler in the Odd Couple from 1970—1975
and diner owner Al Delvecchio in Happy Days.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Officer Anthony Viola
Jersey City Police Department
Officer Anthony Liguori
Dover Police Department
Sheriff Officer Eric Rogus Somerset County Sheriff’s Office
Deputy AG Analisa Sama Holmes
Division of Criminal Justice
Officer Paul Nielsen Old Bridge Twp. Police Department
SCO Salvatore Ultimo
N.J. Department of Corrections
Officer Rocco Danise
Belleville Police Department
Ptl. Domenick Gotto Rutgers Police Department-Newark Division
Sgt. Thomas Carlucci Somerset County Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Officer Ashley Gonzalez Morris County Sheriff’s Office
Sgt. Peter Magnani
South Plainfield Police Department
Officer Lisa Cimmino Edison Police Department
Officer Rosa Rizzo Port Authority Police Department
Sheriff Officer Marc Manzi Hudson County Sheriff’s Office
Officer Donald Reddin Passaic County Sheriff’s Office
Officer John Pallito Newark Police Department
Sheriff Officer Michael Scuzzese Sussex County Sheriff’s Office
Sergeant Roberto Paradiso Essex County Sheriff’s Office
SCO Daniel Rotondo N.J. Department of Corrections
Lieutenant Joseph Michael Fucci Morris County Shreiff’s Office
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Heather Darling, Esq. The Darling Law Firm, Succasunna, NJ
John Cataldo
Township of Bloomfield
Sgt. Michael DiMuro Livingston Auxiliary Police
Edward O’Donnell
Drew University Department of Public Safety
Angelo Luchetta
Aluch Inc., Norwalk, CT
Maris Russo Farris The Mitchell Insurance Company, Mt. Arlington, NJ
Anthony DeVito Union County Parks
Michael Romano Vauxhall, NJ
John Manis Diamond Sand and Gravel, Sparta, NJ
David G. Hanna Healing Hands Homecare, Jersey City, NJ
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MEET THE ILLINOIS ITALIAN
AMERICAN POLICE ASSOCIATION
The Italian American Police Association
began in 1963, when a group of 12
police officers saw a need for a fraternal
organization, which embraced all law
The Italian American Police Association of Illinois, 6351 West Montrose Avenue
enforcement officers of Italian
Chicago, Illinois 60634West Montrose Avenue
heritage in the State of Illinois.
With this as its purpose, a
charter was secured, by-laws
adopted and today an
association of over 500
members, who are employed as
law enforcement officers. All are
of Italian origin and have
dedicated themselves to
IAPSNJ PRESIDENT WILLIAM SCHIEVELLA AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
fulfilling the mission
MEMBER AL ATTANASIO WITH IAPA MEMBERS WHILE AT IACP
statement.
CONVENTION IN CHICAGO IN OCTOBER. A GREAT GROUP OF POLICE

President: Phil Tenerelli

OFFICERS AND A GREAT GROUP OF NEW FRIENDS.

SEE PAGES 12~13 FOR A INTERESTING 1997 ARTICLE ON THE ORIGINS OF THE I.A.P.A.

What do the Colors of the Italian Flag
Represent?
The flag of Italy (bandiera d'Italia, often referred to in Italian as il Tricolore [il trikoˈloːre]) is
a tricolor featuring three equally sized vertical pales of green, white, and red, with the green at the
hoist side. Its current form has been in use since June 19, 1946 and was

formally adopted on 1

January 1948.
The first entity to use the Italian tricolor was the Cispadane Republic in 1797, which supplanted Milan after Napoleon's victorious army crossed Italy in 1796. The colors chosen by the Cispadane Republic were red and white, which were the colors of the recently

conquered flag of Milan;

and green, which was the color of the uniform of the Milanese civic guard. During this time, many
small French-proxy republics of Jacobin inspiration supplanted the ancient absolute Italian states
and almost all, with variants of color, used flags characterized by three bands of equal size, clearly
inspired by the French

model of 1790.

Some have attributed particular values to the colors, and a common interpretation is that the
green represents the country's plains and the hills; white, the snow-capped Alps; and red, blood
spilt in the Wars of Italian Independence. A more religious interpretation is that the green represents hope, the white represents faith, and the red represents charity; this references the three theological virtues.
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TIME FOR A LAUGH
Courtesy of Anthony “Espo” Esposito
A preacher wanted to raise money for his church
and on being told that there was a fortune in horse
racing, decided to purchase a horse and enter it in the
races. However, at the local auction, the going price for horses was so high
that he ended up buying a donkey instead. He figured that since he had it, he
might as well go ahead and enter it in the races. To his surprise, the donkey
came in third!
The next day the local paper carried this headline: PREACHER’S
ASSSHOWS. The preacher was so pleased with the donkey that he entered it
in the race again, and this time it won. The paper read: PREACHER’S ASS OUT
IN FRONT. The Bishop was so upset with this kind of publicity that he ordered
the preacher not to enter the donkey in another race. The paper headline read:
BISHOP SCRATCHES PREACHER’S ASS. This was too much for the Bishop,
so he ordered the preacher to get rid of the donkey. The preacher decided to
give it to a nun in a nearby convent. The paper headline the next day read:
NUN’S BEST ASS IN TOWN. The Bishop fainted. He informed the nun that she
would have to get rid of the donkey, so she sold it to a farmer for $10.00.
The next day the headline read: NUN SELLS ASS FOR $10.00. This was too
much for the Bishop, so he ordered the nun to buy back the donkey, lead it to
the plains, and let it go. Next day, the headline in the paper read: NUN
ANNOUNCES HER ASS IS WILD AND FREE.
The Bishop was buried the next day.
DID YOU KNOW
The Rosie of the Rosie the Riveter poster was
Bonavita (1921-1966), the daughter of Italian
immigrants, who worked as a riveter at the
General Motors Eastern Aircraft Division in North
Tarrytown, New York. She and her partner, Jennie
Florio, set a production record by drilling nine
hundred holes and driving thirty-three hundred
rivets in the tail end of a Grumman TBF Avenger
torpedo bomber during one six-hour overnight
shift in June 1943. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt later sent her a commendation letter.
Her image in the ad conveys her dedication and
her ability to get the job done.
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IAPSNJ Celebrates Oldest Italian Church in New Jersey
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On October 25th members of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey Executive Board
attended the 130th Anniversary of Holy Rosary Church in Jersey City. This is the first Italian
Catholic Parish in NJ and is a special partner to the Society. Pictured here are Financial Vice
President Joseph Simonetti, Trustees Robert Belfiore and Dan Sollitti, Rev. Jerzy “Jurek” Zaslona,
Executive Secretary Patrick Minutillo and Associate Member Nick Grillo
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Members of the IAPSNJ and IPA came together at the U.S. Marshall’s Benefit Beefsteak
Dinner at The Fiesta in Wood-Ridge on September 24th. In Photo (L~R) Dan Sollitti,
John Scalcione, Pat Minutillo, Ron Sepe, Joe Rutiglaiano, John DiMarco, U.S. Marshall
Juan Matos, Sheriff Frank Schillari and Joe Simonetti.
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Roy Y. Hatanaka, 96
1919 ~ 2015
Father of Jennifer Simonetti and
Father-in-Law to
IAPSNJ Financial Vice President

Joseph Simonetti
The IAPSNJ extends its sincere
condolences to Jennifer and Joe on their loss.

News From Italy
Woman Convicted of Witchcraft to Get Retrial 300 years Later
Maria Bertoletti Toldini was beheaded in Italian hamlet of Brentonico in 1716 – now a judge
is set to hear her case again in bid to vindicate her.
When the council in Brentonico, an idyllic hamlet nestled in the foothills of the Italian alps,
met this past October, the usual debates over school autonomy and use of public land were
temporarily shoved aside for a far more intriguing agenda item: whether a 60-year-old
woman who was condemned to death as a witch nearly 300 years ago deserved to have
another day in court.
Overwhelmingly, the council decided that she did.
Maria Bertoletti Toldini was not a particularly extraordinary woman, according to a local
historian who has tried to piece together details of her life.
She was a childless widow who had remarried at the time of her arrest in August 1715.
Months later, a trove of documents shows, she was found guilty of crimes including
multiple murders of children, making land barren, damaging a local vineyard, blasphemy
and heresy. She was even accused of throwing a five-year-old into a pot of boiling cheese.
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Diane DiGiacomo, 52
who battled illness and Congress.
Diane is the sister of a long time and
great friend of the IAPSNJ,

Paul DiGiacomo
who serves as the Vice President of the
NYPD Detectives Endowment
Association.
Diane is pictured on right during better
days prior to her illness.
Our sincere condolences go out to Paul
and the DiGiacomo family during this
very difficult times.
From the Daily News
The woman diagnosed
with cancer from toxic
fumes she inhaled
rescuing cats and dogs
from homes in the shadow of Ground Zero has died — but her
mission to help ailing 9/11 rescuers lives on, relatives said.
Diane DiGiacomo, 52, died with her sister Donna, brother Paul
and son Stephan by her side Friday at her New Jersey home.
The single mother had dedicated the last moments of her life to
pushing Congress to renew the Zadroga Act, which
compensates families of ailing 9/11 first-responders.
“I feel she had a purpose. She had to get the message out
before she left her loved ones,” said her brother Paul, vice
president of the NYPD Detectives Endowment Association.
Days before her death, a state judge shockingly denied
DiGiacomo’s workers compensation claim for the breast
cancer she sustained due to fume exposure.
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As always, many
of our members were
out in force to honor
our fallen brothers as
Archbishop of
Newark John J.
Myers celebrated the
23rd Annual Blue
Mass held at the
Cathedral Basilica of
the Sacred Heart on
Thursday November
5, 2015 in Newark.
Photo Courtesy of Member Mike Nittoli

Photo Courtesy of Member Mike Nittoli

Serving on Blue Mass Committee Deputy Chief Joseph
Manucci of US Customs and Border Protection, Essex
County Undersheriff Kevin Ryan and Vincent Nardone and
Undersheriff Bill Schievella — at Cathedral Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, Newark, New Jersey.

Executive Board Members John Scalcione,
Financial V.P. Joe Simonetti and Dan Sollitti
Phot Courtesy of Member Donna Roman Hernandez

Board Members
John Sroka and
Ron Sepe
at Wood-Ridge
Annual Golf Outing
at Apple
Green Golf Course
in Highland N.Y. on
October 16.
Proceeds from the
outing go to buying
updated vests for
members of the
Wood-Ridge P.D.
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On November 24th supporting long time
IAPSNJ member, Hudson County
Freeholder and Retired Hoboken Police
Captain Anthony “Stick” Romano at a
fundraiser on his behalf at the Cadillac
Cantina in Hoboken, NJ. Also on hand to
show his support was Hudson County
Sheriff Frank X. Schillari.
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Hello Members,
As many of you know last year Union Police Officer
David Cuzzo became seriously ill on medication he
was being given for a minor illness. As a result of
this medication Officer Cuzzo is confined to a wheel
chair as a result of this medication. Last year the Italian American Police Society participated in a fund
raiser to offset some of David’s costs. The event was
successful and I thank all those that participated. Unfortunately three months ago David’s Autistic Son
Vincent was struck by a motor vehicle. He is recuperating now at home and attends physical therapy daily. Vincent's dream is to become a police officer. Due
to his autism that dream will not come true. Vincent's
Christmas wish though is to receive as many Police
Patches as possible for Christmas. Anthony Cavallo
of the Union Police Department has stepped up to
the plate and will mount all patches received. Please
take a minute to obtain one of your uniform patches
and any surrounding towns in your jurisdiction. Any
police patches from other countries are welcome also. I know we have a few patch collectors as members who may have extras.
Please mail patches to:
Officer Anthony Cavallo
Union Police Department Traffic Department
981 Caldwell Ave
Union, New Jersey, 07083
Sincerely,
Executive Director Vincent Nardone
Italian American Police Society Of New Jersey

Help Us Help You – It’s Tax Deductible! Donate Your Car
Truck • Boat • Motorcycle
or Construction Equipment

800-IAPSNJ-1 or e-mail vehicledonation@iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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N.J. Supreme Court expands police authority for
warrantless car searches
This past September 24th The state Supreme Court overturned its own 2009
decision on warrantless car searches, broadening police authority to search
vehicles based on probable cause.
HELD: The exigent-circumstances standard set forth in Pena-Flores is unsound
in principle and unworkable in practice. Citing Article I, Paragraph 7 of New
Jersey’s State Constitution, the Court returns to the standard articulated in State
v. Alston, 88 N.J. 211 (1981), for warrantless searches of automobiles based on
probable cause: The automobile exception authorizes the warrantless search of
an automobile only when the police have probable cause to believe that the
vehicle contains contraband or evidence of an offense and the circumstances
giving rise to probable cause are unforeseeable and spontaneous.
The 2009 decision, State v. Pena-Flores, found police must obtain a warrant to
search a vehicle unless they have both probable cause to believe the vehicle
contains evidence and can demonstrate "exigent circumstances" such as time
constraints or safety concerns that would justify performing a warrantless search.
The state Attorney General's Office had argued the Pena-Flores decision was
"unworkable" because of the difficulty of obtaining warrants on the fly and had
led to "unintended negative consequences.
Justice Barry T. Albin, writing the majority decision, found the standard applied in
the 2009 decision "does not provide greater liberty or security to New Jersey's
citizens and has placed on law enforcement unrealistic and impracticable
burdens."
Editors Note: Just shows you, sometimes logic prevails!

On November 21st members of the Italian American Police Society
of New Jersey attended the Special Olympics New Jersey Awards
Dinner at the Westin in Princeton. The organization is proud to
remain a platinum sponsor of the Law Enforcement Torch Run.
Congratulations to our own Executive Board member Chief Robert
Belfiore for his continued leadership of this amazing group.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”
is an official publication of
the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey,
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst,
New Jersey 07071. This
publication is mailed to our
General Membership and
selected readers from
throughout New Jersey on
no less than a quarterly
basis and is made available by way of our website
at http://www.iapsnj.org.
No portion of this publication may be reproduced,
altered from its original
content, or distributed in
any way, shape or form
without the expressed written consent of the Italian
American Police Society of
New Jersey. In some cases
pictures, commentary or
articles may be used wholly
or in part within the context
of this publication. In all
such cases full credit shall
be extended to the photographer, writer and or publication.
As always, you may contact us in a variety of manners including telephone,
regular mail or preferably,
email:
1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office)
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org
www.iapsnj.org (web site)
All communications must
be accompanied by the
writers name, return address and telephone numbers.
Executive /Secretary &
Editor:
Patrick Minutillo
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IAPSNJ
Executive Board
Members were
on hand to
celebrate this
year’s NY/NJ
Port Authority
Retired
Detective
Association
Award Dinner on
November 12th
at the Fiesta in
Wood-Ridge.
Great Event!

Retirement Congratulations
Orange Police Department
IAPSNJ Executive Board Member

Sergeant Chris Mincolelli
Sgt. Mincolelli retired from the Orange PD
after 25 years of service to the citizens of
Orange on December 1, 2015.
We at the IAPSNJ are very proud of Chris and wish him the best of
luck, health and success in his retirement., as well as in all his
future endeavors.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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West Caldwell Appoints New Police Chief
Congratulations

Gerard Paris
Who was Sworn in as Chief of West Caldwell
Police Department
September 22, 2015
The IAPSNJ wishes Chief Paris the best of
luck and success in his new positon.

Due to the recent retirement of two of our organization Trustees the above
long time and active members have been appointed with the approval of our
entire Executive Board to fill these vacant positions and fulfill the obligations
duties and responsibilities associated with their new positions on our
Executive Board.
We would like to recognize and congratulate:

Officer John Scalcione ~ Jersey City Police Department
Detective John Marcelli ~ Essex County Prosecutor’s Office
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
On August 12th Hudson County
Sheriff Frank Schillari held a
promotional ceremony.
In the attached photo are Undersheriff
Andrew Conti

Captain Anthony
DeGennaro
Sheriff Frank Schillari, and Antonio
DeGennaro, Captain DeGennaro's
father. Captain DeGennaro becomes
the youngest Captain in the departments history.
Congratulations Anthony!
BLUE MASS SHIRTS!
**SPECIAL PRICING,

BLUE MASS SHIRTS!
**SPECIAL PRICING, DEEP
DISCOUNTS!!**
HOODIES..........$20!
From Director Vin Nardone.. As you know, the Blue
Mass is funded by donations, one of the ways we
raise money is the sale of shirts and clothing.

CREWS..$15!
TEES ............$9!

Congratulations New Lifetime Member
The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey would like to
congratulate Trustee

Nick Incanella
on being awarded Lifetime Executive Board Member status for his
many years of service as an executive board member of the
organization and as a Detective in the Union County Police
Department. Nick and his wife Linda recently moved to Florida.
The Society thanks Nick and wishes him well in his new position
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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October Meeting
Marco Polo, Summit, NJ
On October 7th Union Police Officer Michael
Boll and his colleagues from Operation
Rebound attended the Society's meeting to
educate the organization about how NJ law
enforcement officers will be working to
assist wounded veterans with healing. The
organization was honored to hear from
former Saulsbury City, Maryland Police
Officer Brandon Holiday who lost his leg due
to medical complications. The organization
made a donation to the fund and formally
joined as a partner to help these heroes
return to wellness.
We also presented Mahwah Police Officer
Matthew Lombardo with its Life Saving Award
for his brave actions in the line of duty. Officer
Lombardo rendered life saving medical care to
the victim of a serious accident on Route 17
who ultimately lost his leg. Officer Lombardo's
quick actions resulted in the saving of this
college students life. We congratulate him for
his quick thinking and outstanding work.

We installed several new members into the group. Paul Battiloro, Union County Arson Squad, Salvatore
Ultimo, NJ Department of Corrections, Paul Nielsen, Old Bridge PD, Rocco Danise, Belleville PD,
Associate Members Anthony J. DeVito and Michael Anthony Romano were welcomed into the
organization.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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IAPSNJ F AMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very
reasonable
price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

The “Feast of the Seven Fishes”
Known in the United States as “The Vigil,” this anniversary, celebrated
on the eve of Christmas, demands dining with 7 courses of fish.
Curiously, the “feast of seven fishes”, which in America is considered by
many the most important Italian holiday, is actually unknown in Italy,
especially in the south. There are pretty similar traditions and it is still a
widespread custom to eat meat-free dishes on the evening of December
24th.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Lucky/Unlucky Numbers
I always thought my greatgrandfather was kidding when
he used to say number 13 was
lucky. Apparently he was serious as the Italian concept of
lucky and unlucky numbers is
different from other parts of
the world. Some older Italian
Americans still hold the belief
of lucky 13, especially when
gambling, but it seems that in
Italy the number 13 has
started to have unlucky
properties as well. The
number 17 is considered
unlucky for at least two
reasons, both having to do
with how it is written. When 17
is written using Roman
numerals XVII, it can be
rearranged to spell the Roman
word VIXI meaning "I have
lived" and was found on
ancient tombstones. When
written using Arabic numerals
17 are still considered unlucky
since it resembles a man
hanging from a gallows.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active links
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS

Get Well and Recover Quickly
Mountainside Police Department

Corporal Kenneth Capobianco
Who broke his leg on Memorial Day while at work (fell landing on his holster
which caused the injury) and is currently undergoing rehab which is
progressing well.
The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
would like to congratulate Jersey City Police Officer

Carmine Disbrow
on being honored today as Italian American Police
Officer of the Year in the Jersey City Columbus Day
Parade. Carmine serves as the President of the Jersey
City Police Officers Benevolent Association and is a
member of our organization.

CONGRATULATIONS
Morris County Sheriff’s Lieutenant
IAPSNJ Executive Board Member

Michael Puzio
On being elected this past November as Councilman-atLarge for the Township of Rockaway Township.
We’re very proud of Mike and wish him the best of luck
and great success in his new positon.
R.I.P. Italian American Actor

Robert Loggia, 85
Loggia, an Italian American, was born on Staten Island on January 3, 1930,
the son of Beniamino Loggia, a shoemaker, and Elena Blandino, a
homemaker, both of whom were born in Sicily, Italy.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS
Jersey City Captain
IAPSNJ Executive Board Member

Daniel Sollitti
on his appointed to the Forensics
Committee of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police.
This committee tracks, studies and
considers issues involving the use
of the forensic sciences. The
Committee provides support, advice
and policy direction, as well as
recommendation of initiatives
(projects), directives, and draft
resolutions for use by the
Association. The Committee seeks
to recognize excellence in forensic
service providers in law
enforcement agencies

Promotion
Congratulations
To
Parsippany Police Department
Detective

Edward Conklin
on his promotion to Sergeant
Effective October 7, 2015
Wishing you good luck and great
success in your new position.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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What is Cioppino?
Cioppino is a fish stew originating in San
Francisco, California. It is considered an ItalianAmerican dish, and is related to various regional
fish soups and stews of Italian cuisine.
Cioppino is traditionally made from the catch of
the day, which in San Francisco is typically a
combination of Dungeness crab, clams, shrimp,
scallops, squid, mussels, and fish all sourced from
the Pacific Ocean. The seafood is then combined
with fresh tomatoes in a wine sauce, and served
with toasted bread, either local sourdough or
French bread.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey, in conjunction
with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund
raising campaign, is our Safety Equipment give-a-way.
This is a presentation of a package of police safety / life
saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active members of
our organization who are full time police officers.
Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-a-way
program, you must be an active up-to-date dues paying
member. For members with delinquent dues, you must
bring your dues current, paying for the lapsed time period
of up to five years. We will select 10 winners per year. All
that is needed for any active member in good standing,
who meets the criteria, is for that member to fill out the
entry form below. Then an entry is selected randomly,
once a month for presentation to the winner at the general
membership meeting. Attendance at the meeting is
required in order to receive your package. If you have
been selected to receive a package you will be notified by email and asked to confirm your attendance. If
you cannot attend the meeting your name will be returned to the data base for a chance at a future drawing. Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, Joseph Simonetti at jsimonetti@iapsnj.org.
*”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if purchased separately.”
Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored to have given out
over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective departments. We are
happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments. We have therefore changed our
program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on.
Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website.

Outstanding Holiday Party and Dinner Dance hosted by the Jersey City Police Officers Benevolent
Association on December 13th at the Teaneck Marriott. Always enjoy seeing our friends Carmine
Disbrow, the Union President and Vincent Disbrow, the VP. These are great down to earth cops.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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NEW ORGANIZATION
Established in 2015, St. Michaels Law
Enforcement Organization of
Massachusetts is a proactive group of
volunteers whose mission is to help all
those in law enforcement. St.
Michaels Law Enforcement
Organization of Massachusetts
understands the vital role families,
friends and co-workers play in
assisting law enforcement. Whether it
is a work related injury, a sick family
member, or a temporary bump in the
road, we are here to help. We value
your hard work and we are here to
support you and your loved ones.
For additional information go to:

http://www.stmichaelslawenforcement.org/home.html

Congratulations
We congratulate member

Nick DiGirolamo
and his wife Ashley on the adoption of
their daughter

Autumn DiGirolamo
on National Adoption Day which is being
observed on November 20, 2015.
Please wish them well

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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HACKTAVISTS THREATEN LAW ENFORCEMENT
Law enforcement personnel and public
officials may be at increased risk of being
targeted by hacktivists. Hacking collectives
are effective at leveraging open source,
publicly available information identifying
officers and public officials, their employers
or associates, and their families. With this in
mind, officers and public officials should be
highly aware of their email account security
and their online presence and exposure. For
example, posting images wearing uniforms
displaying name tags or listing their police
department on social media sites can
increase an officer's risk of being targeted
or attacked.
Many legitimate online posts are linked
directly to personal social media accounts.
Law enforcement personnel and public
officials need to maintain an enhanced
awareness of the content they post and how
it may reflect on themselves, their family,
and their employer, or how it could be used
against them in court or during online
attacks.

Threat

provider, successfully provides answers to
security questions established for the email
account, and is granted a password reset for
the account. Ultimately, the actor gains
access to the victim’s email account and
begins to harvest personal or other
information.
Threat actors may also target law
enforcement personnel and public officials
through doxing. Doxing is the act of
compiling and posting an individual's
personal information without permission.
The personal information gathered from
social media and other Web sites could
include home addresses, phone numbers,
email addresses, passwords, and any other
information used to target an individual
during a cyber attack. The information is
then posted on information-sharing Web
sites with details suggesting why the
individual should be targeted.
Recent activity suggests family members
of public officials and law enforcement
officers are also at risk for these types of
targeting activity. Targeted information may
include personally identifiable information
and public information and pictures from
social media Web sites.

In a recent threat, a threat actor typically
contacts the Internet Service Provider (ISP)
of the target, poses as an employee of the
company, and requests details regarding the Source: FBI
target's account. Utilizing these details, the
caller then contacts the target's email

DID YOU KNOW

MICKEY MOUSE

The iconic cartoon character created by Walt Disney in 1928
and has captured the hearts of millions in the United States,
Italy, and the entire world. “Topolino” first arrived in Italy in
1932, and was the only American cartoon that was allowed in
Italy during WWII because Mussolini’s children were big fans of
the comic (or at least until 1942, when the U.S. mobilized
troops and Mickey was officially banned). The Italian Mickey
Mouse regained his momentum after the war, and he has continued to be a star of both American and Italian audiences –
young and old alike – ever since
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Rose M. Aurigemma, 92
February 11, 1923 - November 11, 2015
Mother of Lifetime Executive Board Member
Hoboken Officer

Mark Aurigemma
Our sincere condolences to Mark and the entire
Aurigemma family on their loss.

Cpl. William J. Brennan, 57
September 10, 1958 ~ November 22, 2015
Livingston Police Department
Bill was the State Delegate for PBA Local #263 and Essex
County PBA Chairman for over 20 years, and in that time
amassed a wealth of friends and knowledge that can never be
duplicated. Corporal William J. Brennan, known for his
uncanny way of remembering people's names and faces, will
be forever remembered by the many people he impacted and
befriended. Bill was also a good friend of the Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey.

Our condolences to the Brennan family, friends, associates and to
the Livingston Police Department on their loss.

Italian Superstition
Never seat 13 people at a dinner table
If you find yourself sitting at a dinner table with 12 other people, then
consider yourself unlucky. Having 13 people around the table at mealtime is
considered bad luck, as there were 13 people at the Last Supper.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Italian American Police Society of New Jersey Exec.Secretary
Patrick Minutillo, President William Schievella and Lieutenant
Joseph Fucci of the Morris County Sheriff's Office traveled to
the Chateau Briand Caterers in Carle Place, Long Island to
Christmas cheer with President
attend the Nassau County Sheriff's Department Columbia
Christmas cheer with President Frank
Frank Ruvolo of the Nassau
Ruvolo of the Nassau County Police Association Gala. Congratulations to President Tom Barretti and
County Police Department
Cohis Executive Board for representing the Italian American
Department Columbia
Associalumbia Association.
tion.
Sheriff's Officers in this outstanding organization.

1886 Hoboken NJ
Newspaper
Article
“No Italians Allowed”

DID YOU KNOW
Food historians believe that lasagna is one of the world’s oldest pastas, and
was likely eaten by ancient Greeks and Romans. These long, flat noodles
would have been easy to roll out and dry in the sun or bake in rudimentary
ovens, and cheese was a mainstay in lasagna recipes even in these early
days.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Each and every year, Santa and Mrs.
Claus, along with many of their elves
and other friends, such as Batman,
Mickey and Minnie Mouse, among
others. join with the IAPSNJ to truly
capture the holiday spirit by providing
age appropriate gifts, pizza and
holiday fun to over 200
underprivileged or needy children.
Many of our members joined us both
in and out of uniform, as they do
every year, to assist our organization
in this very worthwhile,
rewarding and enjoyable event.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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To help our organization continue our efforts in the community, Scholarships,
Special Olympics, Safety Package, et cetera, we have introduced a "Cars for
Cops" campaign. Now that this organization is a 501C corporation we may
accept donations of cars, boats, construction equipment, and motorcycles,
and the donor would receive a tax deductible donation. If anyone knows of
someone that would like to donate , please pass on their information to
Director Vincent Nardone.
At our meeting on October
7th Chairman John Schulz
and Executive Director
Vincent Nardone presented
a check to the Italian
American Police Society
from its Cars for Cops
Program.
For more information visit:
www.iapsnj.org

On December 15 the IAPSNJ gang got together in Wood-Ridge to
prepare and wrap gifts to distribute at our annual
Big Brothers and Big Sisters Christmas Party. Hundreds, if not
thousands of gifts were carefully packed for this highly
anticipated event. Merry Christmas!!!!!
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Italian American Police Society
Of New Jersey
P.O. Box 352
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071

We’re on the
Web!
www.iapsnj.org

AND

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ IS A 501c3 ORGANIZATION

