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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BILL SCHIEVELLA
As you read

ri, Polizia Municipale and Guardia Finanza
who are making many sacrifices.

this message
our nation is
dealing with Please stand firm and know that we will get
an unprece- through this crisis. New Jersey’s men women in blue are the best in the nation and we
dented
will always be there. The Italian American
health emerbusiness community is strong and hard
gency. As
working
and will rise again to fix our damlaw enforceaged
economy.
Keep our values of service,
ment officfamily
and
faith
as
support to us as we move
ers, we are
forward. Please keep your families and colalways on
leagues safe!
the front line
of any crisis
with boots
Be healthy!
on the ground. We go to work every day,
Fraternally yours,
leaving families at home, to protect and
serve under incredible stress. Many of our
William Schievella, President
officers are deployed in the community with
minimal protection doing extraordinary
things. From fighting serious and dangerous
crime, to helping seniors living alone with a
kind word or help getting food, New Jersey’s
men and women in blue are amazing!
As you know we took an unprecedented step
to cancel our Gala until September and are
making decisions today about our Pasta
Night and meetings in order to protect our
members and families. I want to thank not
only public safety personnel for their service
but the workers in the food industry, sanitation, supply and delivery staff and of course
the medical personnel. These hard-working
men and women put themselves in harm everyday so that we can function as a society.
As we all know the nation of Italy has suffered a huge loss of life from the Corona virus. Many of us have family and friends that
have experienced hardship and loss. In a
special way we must remember the law enforcement officers in Italy who are dealing
with such a difficult situation. We stand in
solidarity with the Polizia di Stato, CarabinieVisit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

I was honored to meet the President of Sicily,
Sebastiano Musumeci, this past January 26th,
along with other Italian diplomats, at a
reception held by the Sicilian Federation of
New Jersey, along with Det Marc Marsi of the
Hoboken Police Department. Presentations
were made by Governor Murphy, Bergen Co
Executive Jim Tedesco, Hudson Co Sheriff
Frank Schillari & Garfield Mayor Rich
Rigoglioso. It was special for me being of
Sicilian ancestry to meet President Musumeci
and welcome him to NJ.

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine

April 2020~ June 2020

Spring Edition
P age 3

From the Editor
Patrick Minutillo
editor who will hopefully continue to provide all the same
society information that has
always been there. I’m confident the magazine will continue to have a very bright
future.
As I reflect back on these
past 12 years I think it is
amazing how our organization continues to thrive and
grow since it’s inception in
Well, this is the 46th Issue 1985. Our organization conof this magazine where I
tinues to grow and remain
have served as your editorvibrant and active in our
in-chief. Now, after almost
charitable endeavors, while
12 years I have come to the
we continue to embrace our
conclusion that it is time
for me to pass the torch to
the next generation. I believe that is a natural and
necessary transition to
keep an organization
healthy. Out with the old,
in with the new. LOL
Please don’t read
anything ominous into
this, there are no complicated issues related to my
decision and you will surely Italian-American heritage and
continue to see me, whether values among our great and
you like it or not, at meetings loyal membership of law enand events; just not on the
forcement brothers and sisEditorial Page. LOL. As they ters, friends and associates.
say, “all things must come to
Naturally, I would be rean end”.
miss if I did not take a moNo fear, I’ve been assured ment to thank all of you who
that the IAPSNJ magazine
took the time over these past
will go on in the same or
12 years to help support and
similar format in the foresee- contribute to this magazine’s
able future, just with a new
surprising success either by
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

contributing an informational
piece, writing an article, offering some constructive advice or encouragement, or
for simply reading and hopefully enjoying our quarterly
issues.
I can only hope that you
have found our publication
entertaining, interesting and
informative during my tenure
as Editor. Like I said, I’m
confident your new Editor
will continue provide the
same level of professionalism.
It was my privilege and
pleasure to serve you, our
large and loyal membership,
as Editor-in Chief of this
magazine for such a long period of time.
Just remember, it was
only my opinion. Thanks!
Pat

A parting quote:
In a state with the highest
taxes and largest debt load
where the barrier to entry
for politicians is their
susceptibility to graft we
are supposed to be happy
because felons can vote,
undocumented immigrants
can drive, and our governor
can say absolutely nothing
of importance to the vast
majority publicly.
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As you can see from
President’s Schievella’s
remarks in his President’s
Message our Annual Gala
Dinner Dance has been
rescheduled for Saturday,
September 26, 2020
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March 11th
General
Membership
Meeting
where we
celebrated the
retirement of
our 2nd V.P.,

Jerry
Onnembo
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With Anthony “Tony Mangia” Scillia

Italian American Police Society of New Jersey (IAPSNJ) held
it’s Monthly Meeting at Michelino’s Restaurant & Pizzeria in
Elizabeth this past January 8th. Great turnout with about 70
members in attendance. Thanks to owner, Jerry Nigro and
his staff for the delicious Italian cuisine, gracious hospitality
and excellent service. The food was abundant and delicious,
and the wine was non-stop. If you left Michelino’s hungry,
shame on you!
Also nice to recognize some of the dignitaries in the room
including our 2020 Gala/Dinner Dance award recipient Union
County Prosecutor Lyndsay Ruotolo and Union County
Sheriff Peter Corvelli among others. Also nice to have
Anthony Scillia aka “Tony Mangia”. Tony Mangia is known
for his radio show on “Brave New Radio” (88.7 FM, Wayne,
NJ) and is the only positive Italian-Italian American- themed
show broadcast from New Jersey .
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Union County Prosecutor Lyndsay Ruotolo

With Owner/Chef of
Michelino’s Restaurant &
Pizzeria Jerry Nigro
At this meeting we swore
in two new members from
the Roselle Park Police
and NJ Transit Police.
Welcome! and Den-

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine

April 2020~ June 2020

P age 1 0

Spring Edition
I s s ue N o 4 1

What is a Cartellate?

Wine cookies abound in Italy. These

cookies don’t just pair well with wine,
but they also make a tasty addition to
the dessert table. That’s because, in part,
wine as an ingredient adds a new flavor
profile to the cookie, while also not making
the treat too sweet, even though the wine
evaporates during the cooking process.
Cartellates are one such wine pastry, and
you can bet they’ll be on every table in Puglia
this holiday season, as they’re an important
Christmas culinary tradition. Every family has
their own version of cartellate, and many don’t share their recipe with anyone but the
next generation.
Even so, there’s something all cartellate recipes have in common. The original recipe
originated with the Greeks who brought their own version of the pastry over. In Italy,
the recipe evolved, mainly due to Christianity, and became an offering to the baby
Jesus and the Virgin Mary at Christmastime. Today, the design of the delicate pastry
looks like ribbons, which symbolizes the crown of thorns or, according to some, the
Baby Jesus’s clothes.

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
Please take a moment to pay your 2020 Membership Dues of $30.00*
to keep your membership active. Dues help fund many important programs such as our
scholarship and good and welfare funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity
toy drive.
More than 40% of our membership renews on-line with PayPal & now Venmo. When you
use the Auto Renewal option to renew each year, you wont have to worry about forgetting.
Online renewal is simple & secure. No PayPal account, no Worries, the system will accept
credit cards securely as well.
If you use Venmo, just send to IAPS-Jersey and include "Dues for 2020" and your member
# in the note.
* Dues amounts for associate members and retired members are listed on the website,

iapsnj.org/duespay

If you must pay via check, please make checks payable to The Italian American Police
Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.
Note, this will slow down the process.
**If you have already set-up Auto Renewal please do not duplicate your payment. Add
your renewal date to your computer, Google, or phone calendars
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The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
presents Challenge Coins. These collectible coins are
great for keepsakes, trading, or gifts to family
members. $12.49 + S&H per coin
Order directly from our website.

SOMETHING NEW!
Venmo works by linking with your bank account and
(optionally) a credit or debit card. Transactions made
with either your bank account, debit card, or with
your Venmo balance are free, while a standard 3
percent fee is added to credit card transactions.
... Venmo uses encryption to keep transactions and
app data secure.
When dealing with friends or paying a reputable
business, Venmo is (for the most part) safe. ...
Safest funding methods: The safest way to use
Venmo is to use a credit card as your primary
funding method (as opposed to using a debit card, or
a direct link to your bank account).

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION

La raganella, humble and traditional dish from Tirrenian
side of north Calabria, Italy. Made of two layers of bread
crumbs mixed with parsley, oregano, and chilI powder, separated by a
layer of fish, similar to anchovies. Add olive oil (a drop, mom said, which
actually means around 50 cc) in the pan, prior to spreading the first layer
of bread crumbs.

The dish emulates in its appearance a
flattened calzone and is, in its most
artisanal form, a folded dough base filled
with broccolini, potatoes, varieties of
Sicilian cheese (most often tuma or caciocavallo),black olives and
the traditional Salsiccia alla Pizzaiola.
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What is Roman White Pizza?
Pizza bianca literally translates as ‘white pizza’ but in actual
fact, it is closer to a bread product than what many people
consider to be pizza. A simple dough made of flour, yeast,
salt, water, and olive oil, it is left to rise for many hours or
days to encourage a light airiness. Once proved, the dough
is stretched and fingertips are used to create an undulating surface to catch the olive oil that
is brushed on top before baking. As soon as it comes
out of the oven it is brushed with a new coat of oil and
topped with a light sprinkle of salt and maybe a little
rosemary. It is simple, comforting and delicious,
especially when consumed freshly baked and warm
from the oven.
It is said that the origin of pizza bianca comes from
Rome’s bakers who, before baking their loaves of
bread, would place a small piece of dough into the oven
to test the temperature. Nowadays it is a truly Roman
recipe, not to be confused with focaccia which is usually found in the north of Italy and
generally has a spongier, breadier texture.
How should you eat it?
In Rome, they eat pizza bianca whenever and wherever. By itself, it makes a cheap,
satisfying snack and will often be given to young children mid-morning or after-school as a
treat. It can also be served like regular bread and eaten along with antipasti or cured meats
and cheeses or brought as an aperitivo snack along with your pre-dinner glass of wine.
Often you will find pizza bianca split horizontally and filled with delicious ingredients to form
a type of sandwich. A panino of warm pizza bianca stuffed with melting mortadella (a baked
pork salami with pistachios from Bologna) is a Roman institution known in local dialect
as ‘pizza e mortazza’ or alternatively why not try it with local porchetta for a savory match
made in heaven.
Fresh seasonal ingredients will also be used to fill pizza bianca. In winter, greens such as
chard, chicory or broccoli rabe will be added with slice of milky mozzarella, while in summer
don’t pass up on the choice to try pizza bianca stuffed with salty prosciutto and sweet, juicy,
figs.
If you still cannot get enough of this amazingly versatile bread, don’t worry you can have it
for dessert too. Many of Rome’s pizza-by-the-slice joints will fill their sheets of pizza bianca
with Nutella for a sweet, chocolate version with a hint of saltines.

What is Njuda
'Nduja (Calabrian) is a particularly spicy, spreadable pork salume from
Italy. It is very similar to sobrassada from the island of Mallorca in
Spain. It is typically made with parts of the pig such as the shoulder
and belly, as well as tripe, roasted peppers and a mixture of spices
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A LITTLE HISTORY

When Italian Americans Were The
Enemy
Some little-known history of Italian
Americans
during the
World War
II years.
Despite
record
numbers
of
enlistees,
for a time
Italian
Americans
were
designated
enemy
aliens who were subject to curfews
and other restrictions. A number of
Italian Americans were relocated and
some were sent to internment camps.

DEA Chief Mike Palladino
Leaving NYPD After 41 Years
On The Job
Detective’s Endowment Association
President Mike Palladino is stepping
down after 41 years on the job with the
NYPD and 16 years atop one of the
department’s strongest unions.
Congratulations to our good friend and
colleague on his retirement, and we wish
him the best of luck and continued
success with his new endeavor with
Brosnan Risk Consultants.
Also congratulations to another great and long time friend of our organization

Paul DiGiacomo
who will succeed Mike as President of the NYPD Detective’s Endowment Association (DEA)
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Interview with
Anthony “Tony Mangia” Scillia
“Anthony “Tony Mangia” Scillia is most
recently known for his podcast
“At The Table With Tony”.
The show feeds off Scillia’s love of his Italian
culture & heritage.

Q. First, congratulations on
all the great work you are doing to keep alive our ItalianAmerican heritage and history, be it through your informative blog, podcasts, radio appearances, social media posts, not to mention all
the hard work I see you doing
every day. Could you tell our
readers a little bit about your
background and your motivation in this area?
A. Thank you very much. I
first want to extend a special
thank you to the Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey for presenting me
with a Certificate of Recognition for my efforts in promoting the Italian-American culture, traditions, foods, feasts,
etc. in New Jersey & beyond
through Social Media. That
is an honor I will cherish. But my story begins in
Lodi, NJ, where I was born &
raised. I grew in a family
centered Italian-American
family. My childhood revolved around my Roman
Catholic Faith, my family, and

of course, food. My ItalianAmerican identity has always
been an extremely important
part of who I am; and I try to
set an example for my fellow
paesani. I attended William
Paterson University in
Wayne, New Jersey, where I
majored in Communications. It was there that I fell
in love with the medium of
Radio. I started “The Tony
Mangia Show – Radio: Italian
Style”, which was one of only
a handful of Italian/ItalianAmerican radio programs in
the NY/NJ area. After college, I found other medium to
explore and showcase my
love for my faith and heritage, namely Social
Media. And with the
current popularity of
podcasting, I
thought this was the
perfect time to start
a podcast to continue exploring my
love of food and my
Italian heritage and
to increase my audience.
Q. Tell us about
your Podcast, “At
The Table With Tony”.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

A. “At The Table With Tony”
is a brand new project of
mine. I launched the podcast
in January of 2020. Through
the podcast, I take listeners
on a journey through ItalianAmericana. Each week, we
visit the places, talk to the
people, and eat the food that
make many communities in
this great country ItalianAmerican. In addition to the
podcast being entertaining, I
also want it to be educational. It is another goal of mine
to help preserve and document the traditions, culture
and food of Italian-American
neighborhoods in the United
States.
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-INTERVIEW CONTINUEDNew podcasts premiere eve- especially on the
ry Sunday morning on my
mom & pop busiwebnesses in the Italsite: www.TonyMangia.com.
ian-American
community. It is
crucial that we
Q. Your Italian food reviews continue to freare great. They bring back a quent these small
lot of nice memories. Keep
businesses;
it up and you’re going to be
some of which
the Dave Portnoy of Italian have been in famdishes. Is that one of your
ily for generaprimary areas of interest?
tions.
It was a pleasure to have Anthony “Tony
A. I love many different cui- Again, I would like
Mangia” Scillia join the IAPSNJ
sines; however, I love Italto extend a sincere
membership at our January Monthly
ian/Italian-American food the
thank you to
Members Meeting at Michelino’s
BEST. LOL! I believe it is
the Italian AmeriRestaurant and Pizzeria in Elizabeth.
important not to review per can Police Society
se; but to shine a spotlight, of New Jersey for the contin- yourself carrying on and preued support in serving the traditions and
my work in
values that have always
promoting the been an important and sigItalian/Italiannificant part of our proud
American her- Italian American culture and
itage. I would
history. Personally, I find
also like to
that the current generation
commend the
of way too many younger
Italian Ameripeople of Italian American
can Police So- heritage have lost sight and
ciety of New knowledge of our forefathers
Jersey for
rich history and struggles
their tremen- that got them where they are
dous work in
today.
supporting
I know that our organization
Italian Ameri- is very proud of you and the
cans in law
work you do. Please keep it
On Thursday evening, Tony recorded the
enforcement
up and I know I will be lookpremiere episode of #AtTheTableWithTony at
and beyond.
ing forward to your future
Jimmy Buff's. He sat down with Tommy “Buff”
podcasts
and other future
Racioppi, 4th generation owner/proprietor
Thank
you
Toendeavors.
of #JimmyBuffs in #WestOrangeNJ. Jimmy
ny for taking
Buff's is the originator of the #ItalianHotDog.
the time to
Tommy's great grandparents, Jimmy & Mary
work
with me
Racioppi opened the original Jimmy Buff’s at
on
this
very inthe corner of 14th Avenue & 9th Street
in #NewarkNJ in 1932. They have been in the formative interWest Orange location since the early 1960s. view. It’s great
seeing young
people like
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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GREAT ITALIAN AMERICAN SERIES
Federico Faggin
(Creator of the first microchip)
2009 Fellow
For his work as part of the team that
developed the Intel 4004, the world's first
commercial microprocessor and helped
change the world.
Federico Faggin was born in Vicenza, Italy, in 1941. He
received his doctorate (Laurea) in physics from the University
of Padua (1965). He began working at SGS Fairchild in Italy,
where he developed their first MOS process technology and
their first integrated circuits (ICS). In 1968, he moved to Palo
Alto, California, to work at Fairchild Semiconductor, where he
created MOS silicon gate technology, the basis of all modern
CMOS integrated circuits.
In 1970, he joined Intel, where he led implementation of a new method for random logic chip
design using silicon gate technology. With help from Masatoshi Shima, he designed and
developed all four ICS in Intel's groundbreaking MCS-4 microprocessor family, the world's
first commercial microprocessor.
Faggin left Intel at the end of 1974 to found Zilog with Ralph Ungermann. At Zilog, he
conceived and architected the z80 microprocessor and directed its development. He was
Zilog's president and CEO until 1980. In 1986, he cofounded and was CEO of Synaptics, a
company pioneering in touchpads and touchscreens. He later became president and CEO
of Foveon Inc., a company making image sensors, from 2003 until the company was
acquired in 2008.
Faggin shares the Kyoto Prize (1997) with Hoff, Mazor, and Shima and the National Medal of
Technology (2009) with Hoff and Mazor.
Marciano was stronger than most adolescents and developed a reputation as a
“tough Italian kid.” He worked hard at baseball and was an outstanding hitter for
a catcher, turning heads as he drove baseballs out of the park near his house.
His hitting display afforded him an eventual tryout with the Chicago Cubs, did
well, but he was cut because he lacked right-arm strength in his throws to second base as a catcher.
Marciano was humbled but not discouraged and then shifted his training to become a heavyweight boxer despite being harshly forbidden to not do so by his
mother, Pasqualina, a domineering and protective, robust mother of her eldest
son and treasure:
“Rocco, fio miglio, cora di mama,” translating into ‘Rocky, my son, and the heart
of my life,’ she would proudly say to family and friends. Most believed that Marciano’s strength and tenacity was from Pasqualina’s side, the Abruzzi half of Marciano’s lineage with great Abruzzi wrestling hall of famers Ilio DiPaolo and Bruno
Sammartino; the other half of Marciano was Peirino’s side, a native Napolitano.
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Italian Immigrants in Eureka, Nevada and the
“Fish Creek Massacre”
In 1879, the so-called Charcoal Burners War pitted Italian charcoal burners against
companies that bought and used the product. During the 1870s, hundreds of Italians and
Italian-Swiss immigrants (many Italian speaking) settled in the newly emerging Eureka
Mining District. Many of these arrivals brought an Alpine tradition of slowly burning logs
in an oxygen-starved environment to produce charcoal. The Eureka mills processed
stubborn ore, which required charcoal because it burned at a higher temperature than
wood. These Italian immigrants consequently had a market for their talent.
Unfortunately, the foreign charcoal burners, working in small groups scattered in the
hillsides, became easy targets for exploitation. Companies that purchased the charcoal for
sale to the smelters often paid in scrip that could only be spent in their stores, featuring
over-priced essentials. Teamsters frequently understated the amount of charcoal actually
received, so they could take their own cut of the profits. In addition, the charcoal burners
consumed hundreds of acres annually, denuding the nearest hills and requiring them to
exploit increasingly remote stands of trees. This increased their costs. By 1874, the hills
around Eureka were denuded for a twenty-mile radius. Within four years, the blighted zone
had expanded to fifty miles around the mining center. Consumption of the forests
destroyed roughly 5,000 acres per year. While costs of charcoal production inflated, the
amount paid actually decreased as a result of the coordinated efforts of smelter owners
and the merchants who procured and delivered the material.
In July 1879, approximately five hundred immigrants formed the Charcoal Burners'
Protective Association to demand a fair price for the charcoal. Prosperous Italian
merchants in Eureka initially lent support. Lambert Molinelli, for example, was a successful
business owner who served as vice president of the Association. What began as a
peaceful effort to improve the lot of immigrants, however, soon became violent. The
Association advocated striking and refused to allow teamsters to load charcoal sold by
non-union burners. The Eureka County sheriff sent out posses to arrest agitators, with
only limited success. Hundreds of angry Italian immigrants controlled the hillsides. As the
labor movement became increasingly confrontational, support from local Italian
businessmen evaporated and Molinelli among others resigned from the Association.
Confrontation escalated until August 11 when the sheriff and the Eureka County
commission won support from Governor John Kinkead with his activation of the Second
Brigade of the Nevada Militia, stationed in Eureka. Throughout this period, the sheriff made
several arrests, but most charcoal burners were law abiding, while resolute in preventing
charcoal from being delivered. The situation reached a climax on August 18 when
deputies confronted a large number of burners at Fish Creek, south of Eureka. Accounts
differ, but it is clear the deputies killed five immigrants (three Italians and two Swiss
Italians) and wounded several others. No deputies were injured.
At this point, the Italian and Swiss consulates in San Francisco and Italian-speaking
immigrants throughout the West took up the cause of the workers. Inquests failed to reach
a conclusion regarding what actually happened, so no one was imprisoned. The sheriff
dropped charges against incarcerated immigrants. At the same time, local mining
slumped, reducing the need for charcoal. Much of the inspiration for the trouble
subsequently decreased. Many immigrants left Eureka County as the economy worsened,
while others remained.
***If you would like to read more on this little known and forgotten chapter in early Italian
immigrants history read Charcoal and Blood; Italian Immigrants in Eureka, Nevada, and the
Fish Creek Massacre by Silvio Manno. The focus of the book is on the killing of five Italian
Carbonari—or charcoal makers-in Eureka, Nevada in 1879.
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Carmela ”Millie” Sepe
August 31, 1928 - March 10, 2020
Mother of IAPSNJ Executive Vice President
Retired Captain Orange Police Department

Ronald Sepe
Carmella “Millie” Sepe, 91 of Virginia, formerly of Bloomfield,
entered into eternal life on March 10, 2020. Born August 31,
1928 in Newark to the late Ralph Iovino & Vincenza Esposito,
she lived most of her life in Bloomfield, before moving to
Virginia 15 years ago. She was a homemaker devoted to taking
care of her family.
Our most sincere condolences go out to Ron and the entire
Sepe family and friends on their loss.
RIP

Italian Great Rocky Marciano Lived the American Dream
Did you know
As a kid Marciano was stronger than most adolescents and developed a
reputation as a “tough Italian kid.” He worked hard at baseball and was an
outstanding hitter for a catcher, turning heads as he drove baseballs out of the
park near his house. His hitting display afforded him an eventual tryout with
the Chicago Cubs, did well, but he was cut because he lacked right-arm
strength in his throws to second base as a catcher.
Marciano was humbled but not discouraged and then shifted his training to
become a heavyweight boxer despite being harshly forbidden to not do so by
his mother, Pasqualina, a domineering and protective, robust mother of her eldest son and treasure:
“Rocco, fio miglio, cora di mama,” translating into ‘Rocky, my son, and the heart of my life,’ she would
proudly say to family and friends. Most believed that Marciano’s strength and tenacity was from Pasqualina’s
side, the Abruzzi half of Marciano’s lineage with great Abruzzi wrestling hall of famers Ilio DiPaolo and Bruno
Sammartino; the other half of Marciano was Peirino’s side, a native Napolitano.

Mr. Peanut Was the Creation of an Italian-American Schoolboy
In 1916, Planters Nut and Chocolate Company ran a contest for a trademark. Antonio Gentile, a
resident of Suffolk, Virginia, the peanut-growing
capital of the state, began sketching possible
entries for the contest. He drew a friendly,
humanized peanut tumbling, serving nuts, and
walking with a dignified cane.
One of his sketches won the contest; Gentile
earned $5, and became forever known as the young
boy who created Mr. Peanut. Mr. Peanut himself
got a little polish from a graphic artist and went on
Two of Antonio Gentile's original Mr.
to a long career as the classy, and until recently,
Peanut sketches from 1916. (NMAH;
silent spokes-character for their product.
Gift of Robert Slade)
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Robert J. “Bobby” Scarrillo Sr.
January 13th, 1940 - December 15th, 2019
Born and raised in Newark, Robert joined the Newark Police
Department in 1964, after serving in the United States Marine
Corps, 2nd Marine Division. He spent five years as a motorcycle
officer, and was entrusted with the training of new officers in
motorcycle patrols and defensive driving. He was assigned to the
Narcotics Bureau in 1970, where he steadily rose through the
ranks, until he was made Acting Captain in charge of the
Narcotics Bureau in 1988. After 25 years of service, Robert
retired from the Newark Police Department, and accepted a
position with the Essex County Sheriff’s Office, Bureau of
Narcotics, where he was appointed Director in 1992. Robert
remained Director of the Essex County Sheriff’s Office, Bureau of
Narcotics, and the Internal Affairs Division, until he retired,

this time for good, in 2008.
Bobby was a life member of the IAPSNJ and will be missed. RIP

Dolores Gumbars
December 23, 1932 - December 23, 2019
Mother of

William R. Gumbars
Lieutenant—Orange Police Department
Long time member of the IAPSNJ
Our most sincere condolences go out to Bill and the Gumbars
ily and friends on their loss.

fam-

Peter Sebastian D’Amato
May 8, 1947—February 16, 2020
Brother of IAPSNJ Director of Communications
Retired Sergeant Port Authority of NY/NJ Police Department

Sebastian D'Amato
Peter grew up in Brooklyn NY, worked downtown Brooklyn for
more than 40 years. Resided in Long Island till his passing on
Sunday Evening, February 16th. He is survived by his wife
MaryJane, Sons Peter & Gregg along with their spouses, 7
grandchildren, 9 nieces & nephews, 2 grand nieces, and many
cousins & friends.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Agent Billy Fred Clardy III
Huntsville (AL) Police Department
End of Watch: December 6, 2019
Agent Billy Fred Clardy III was shot and killed during a narcotics operation.
Agent Clardy was shot by “a known offender,” who was expected to drop off a
large amount of drugs to the undercover officers. Agent Clardy is the 46th law
enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the seventh officer fatality
from the state of Alabama in 2019.
Sergeant Christopher Brewster
Houston (TX) Police Department
End of Watch: December 7, 2019
Sergeant Christopher Brewster was shot and killed after responding to a
domestic disturbance call. The call was from a female who advised dispatchers
that her boyfriend had assaulted her and was armed with weapons. After exiting
his patrol vehicle, Sergeant Brewster was met by gunfire. Sergeant Brewster is
the 47th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the thirteenth
officer fatality from the state of Texas in 2019.
Police Officer Stephen Carr
Fayetteville (AR) Police Department
End of Watch: December 7, 2019
Police Officer Stephen Carr was shot and killed in an ambush style attack as he
sat in his patrol car in the parking lot of the Fayetteville Police Department.
Officer Carr was waiting for his partner when a suspect approached him and
opened fire. Officer Carr is the 48th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed
this year and the second officer fatality from the state of Arkansas in 2019.
Sergeant Kaila Sullivan
Nassau Bay (TX) Police Department
End of Watch: December 10, 2019
Sergeant Kaila Sullivan was struck and killed by a vehicle fleeing from a traffic
stop. Sergeant Sullivan was attempting to arrest a suspect with outstanding
warrants. During the traffic stop the suspect fought with officers and broke free
and returned to the vehicle when he struck Sergeant Sullivan. Sergeant Sullivan
is the 37th officer to be killed in a traffic-related incident this year and the
fourteenth officer fatality from the state of Texas in 2019.
Constable Eula Raye Hawkins
Panola County (MS) District 2 Constable’s Office
End of Watch: December 12, 2019
Constable Eula Raye Hawkins was killed in a vehicle crash by two suspects who
were fleeing law enforcement in a stolen vehicle. The stolen vehicle crashed
head-on into Constable Hawkins’ car. Constable Hawkins is the 38th officer to be
killed in a traffic-related incident this year and the fourth officer fatality from the
state of Mississippi in 2019.
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Detective Joseph Seals
Jersey City (NJ) Police Department
End of Watch: December 10, 2019
Detective Joseph Seals was shot and killed after an encounter with two
suspects in a stolen van. The suspects then fled and barricaded themselves
inside a grocery store where they killed three people inside the store. The
suspects engaged responding officers in a shootout and wounded two
officers during the exchange of gunfire. Both suspects were found deceased
in the grocery store. Detective Seals is the 49th law enforcement officer to be
shot and killed this year and the fifth officer fatality from the state of New
Jersey in 2019.

Detective Cliff Martinez
San Antonio (TX) Independent School District Police Department
End of Watch: December 21, 2019
Detective Cliff Martinez was intentionally struck and killed after intervening in a
fight at a local restaurant. The fight continued outside in the parking lot when
suspects knocked him to the ground, entered a car, and intentionally ran over
Detective Martinez where he died at the scene. One suspect is in custody and
charged with capital murder. Detective Martinez is the 42nd law enforcement
officer to be killed in a traffic-related incident this year and the fifteenth officer
fatality from the state of Texas in 2019.
Public Safety Officer Jackson Ryan Winkeler
Florence (SC) Regional Airport Department of Public Safety
End of Watch: January 5, 2020
Public Safety Officer Jackson Ryan Winkeler was shot and killed while
conducting a traffic stop near the airport’s terminal at Florence Regional Airport
in South Carolina. The suspect fled the scene but was later captured. Officer
Winkeler is the first officer to be shot and killed this year and the first officer
fatality from the state of South Carolina in 2020.

Police Officer Tiffany-Victoria Enriquez
&
Police Officer Kaulike Kalama
Honolulu (HI) Police Department
End of Watch: January 19, 2020
Police Officers Tiffany-Victoria Enriquez and Kaulike
Kalama were shot and killed as they responded to a
stabbing that occurred during an eviction of a disgruntled
tenant. The officers responded to a 9/11 call at the home
and were met by gunfire. A fire was then started in the home and rapidly spread and destroyed other
homes in the area. The shooter and two unidentified women were still in the home when the fire
started. The shooter was known to law enforcement and suffered mental health issues. Officer
Enriquez is the second law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the first officer
fatality from the state of Hawaii in 2020.

Special thanks to the NLEOM for the noted Law Enforcement Officer obituaries
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Police Officer Katie Thyne
Newport News (VA) Police Department
End of Watch: January 23, 2020
Police Officer Katie Thyne was killed after being dragged by a vehicle following a
traffic stop. Officer Thyne was transported to the hospital where she succumbed
to her injuries. Officer Thyne is the 6th officer to be killed in a traffic-related
incident this year and the first officer fatality from the state of Virginia in 2020.
Deputy Sheriff Richard Whitten
Liberty County (TX) Sheriff’s Office
End of Watch: February 3, 2020
On May 29, 2019, Deputy Sheriff Richard Whitten was shot and wounded as he
responded to a shooting at a local business. The suspect shot Deputy Whitten in
the neck leaving him paralyzed. Deputy Whitten suffered a fatal heart attack during
physical therapy that was needed as a result of the initial shooting. Deputy
Whitten is the third officer fatality from the state of Texas in 2020.
Police Officer Nick O’Rear
Kimberly (AL) Police Department
End of Watch: February 5, 2020
Police Officer Nick O’Rear was shot and killed when he assisted another
department in a vehicle pursuit. The suspect opened fire on Officer O’Rear and he
was transported to the hospital where he succumbed to his gunshot wounds.
Officer O’Rear is the 5th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year
and the first officer fatality from the state of Alabama in 2020.
Trooper Joseph Bullock
Florida (FL) Highway Patrol
End of Watch: February 5, 2020
Trooper Joseph Bullock was shot and killed after attempting to assist a disabled
motorist. As he approached the disabled vehicle, one of the occupants fatally shot
Trooper Bullock. The suspect was then shot and killed by police. Trooper Bullock
is the 6th law enforcement officer to be shot and killed this year and the second
officer fatality from the state of Florida in 2020.
Officer David Kellywood
White Mountain Apache Tribal Police Department
End of Watch: February 17, 2020
Officer David Kellywood was shot and killed as he responded to a “shots fired” call
near a casino on the Fort Apache Indian Reservation. As Officer Kellywood
responded to the scene, the suspect engaged him in a physical altercation and
shot Officer Kellywood. Officer Kellywood is the 7th law enforcement officer to be
shot and killed this year and the first officer fatality from a Tribal Agency in 2020.
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Long time IAPSNJ members (L~R)
Anthony Lemello,
Patrick DeFrancisci and

Dante Pasquale

sporting their Law Enforcement
T-Shirts displaying their support for
President Donald Trump this past
January 28th at the ‘Keep America
Great’ Rally in Wildwood, NJ

Retirement Congratulations
Detective Paul Molinari
Officially retired from the
Union City Police Department
effective February 1, 2020
after 12 years of law enforcement service.
We all wish Paul the best of health, luck and continued
success in all his future endeavors.
Lots of great things ahead Paul!

Congratulations
Peter Vincent DeFrancisci
On being sworn in as a Detective
with the Essex County Prosecutors Office
this past February 3rd.
Peter is the son of
Retired Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office

Captain Patrick DeFrancisci
In Photo: Peter Vincent DeFrancisci is sworn
in by Essex County Prosecutor Ted Stevens,
as proud father and mother, Patrick and
Debbie DeFrancisci, hold the bible.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

As Pat said, “There’s a moment in life as a
law enforcement officer that you cherish.
Today was that day when my son took the
oath in the same agency I worked at”.
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Louis Prima: His Legacy Through the Eyes and Words of
Daughter Lena
By: Alfonso Guerriero

During this past summer, I attended my friend’s bachelor party
in New Orleans. Prior to visiting the Crescent City, I had made
preliminary arrangements to mix some business with pleasure
and schedule an interview with Lena Prima, daughter of Louis
Prima, the irrepressible, jazz trumpeter, singer and just a gigolo
New Orleanian showman from the1930s to the 1970s. We met at
the Hotel Monteleone, an establishment that hosted American
literary writers like Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee Williams and
William Faulkner. The location is also a place where Lena had a
singing residency for several years and her father, before her, had performed, in the hotel’s
Skylight Room.
Now in the 21st century, Lena Prima carries on her father’s music and proud ethnic
heritage, along with starting a non-profit organization Ciao Women, which recognizes Italian
American women from Louisiana. Initially, Lena reminisced about her father. “I remember
my father as a shining light with charisma and a happy persona that made everyone happy.”
His gesticulated performances on the stages of Las Vegas and the Big Apple earned Louis
the nickname The King of Swing.
He sang catchy jingles using Italian accents and words in ballads during a time of
considerable xenophobia. In essence, Louis became the de facto ambassador between
Americans and those against Italians in WW II. His popular hits, of which critics opined that
Prima played into the ethnic stereotype, like Angelina, Felicia No Capricia, Buona Sera, My
Cucuzza, Topolino, Please Don’t Squeeza the Banana and Baciagaloop (Makes Love on the
Stoop) were a large part of American entertainment, and his life is presently highlighted in
an exhibit at the New Orleans Jazz Museum. “Louis Prima,” as music curator David Kunian
for the museum explained, “deserves to be considered with the icons of New Orleans music. He is up there with Armstrong, Bechet, Toussaint, Domino, Dr. John, and Lil Wayne.”
Louis Prima and his wife Gia Maione had two children, Lena was born in (Las Vegas) 1963
and Louis Prima Jr. in 1965. In 1963, Gia became the entertainer’s fifth wife and replaced another one of Louis’ ex-wives and most popular band mates,
Heely Smith. Gia joined Prima, Sam Butera and the Witnesses for several years until Louis passed away in 1978.
Lena was fourteen when her father died. His passing
prompted her to carry on his music and create her own
singing career. At an early age, she followed her parents’
musical path. “I remember the first night I performed with
my father as if it were yesterday. It was in 1969 at the Sands
and I sang the only song I knew at five/six years old, Santa
Claus is coming to Town. From then on,” said Lena
gleefully, “I loved to sing.”
The singer continues to entertain, as she recently released,
in early 2019, Prima la Famiglia, that debuted at #10 on the
Billboard Jazz Chart. “The songs are a representation of
what Italian Americans grew up with back in the 40s, and
that carried on throughout generations. They played this
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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music in their family homes, at Sunday dinners, weddings, and they are just beloved
songs,” explained Lena.
For many Italians and Sicilians, Prima provided a combination of Dixieland and swing.
“Louis Prima was my childhood hero growing up in New Orleans,” said Rocco Cardona, a
taxi driver and a lifelong resident of the Big Easy. “We loved the guy because he was
Sicilian like many of us,” Rocco said. Similar to Rocco and his family, Louis Prima's
relatives, like most Sicilians in New Orleans, emigrated from the island in the late 19th
century to find work in the Louisiana fields.
Several thousand Sicilian immigrants disembarked along the Mississippi and reached New
Orleans. Many lived in the French Quarter and adjoining districts, and by 1910, there were
more than 23,000 Italians living in Louisiana. At one point, the French Quarter was
sometimes referred to as Little Palermo. Louis Prima, the second child of Anthony Prima
and Angelina Caravella, was born on St. Peter Street in the Tremé neighborhood of the Big
Easy. Louis’ older brother Leon, a musician, inspired him to play the trumpet as did Louis
Satchmo Armstrong. Louis was lucky enough to hear and learn from many of his
hometown musicians, and that was the secret to his success.
Prima’s hepcat jive and musical improvisation impressed many in the jazz world, especially
because of his Italian American upbringing in New Orleans. The city, as it was typical of
most urban centers, was defined by various cultures and allowed Prima to interact with all
races and nationalities. “I remember hearing a BBC interview of my dad in the early 1970s
where he described growing up in a neighborhood with no fences in between houses and
the streets were made of mud,” said Lena.
One of the songs on Prima la Famiglia, which Lena sings, is Darktown Strutters Ball, a
direct New Orleans sound that her father first sang in Sicilian and Yiddish. “He would
sometimes end his shows singing C’è la Luna Mezz’o Mare and suddenly cross over to
Hava Naglia, and the audiences would go into a frenzy,” explained Lena. As Lena has
grown older, it has gotten closer to her Italo American roots. “My father was very proud of
his city and culture and he would always tell me ‘be proud of your name, Prima means
first.’”
In 2011, Lena and her husband decided to move from Las Vegas to her father’s
hometown. Determined to reconnect with her Louisiana heritage, Lena started a nonprofit
organization that recognizes Italian American women/men from the state. “I want to work
on fun ways to educate others about the rich Italian heritage in Louisiana and perpetuate
the Italian American legacy and traditions,” said the singer/songwriter, who was motivated
to start CIAO Women by another Italo American.
“Actually I was inspired to start CIAO Women because of
Charles Marsala who honored me a few years ago during
Italian Republic Day,” Lena said. Charles, a Louisiana native,
is very active in preserving and informing visitors about
Italian history in the state. He is the host of AWE News that
celebrates local heroes in their communities. He launched a
tour app for Little Palermo and was recently elected President
of Italian American East Organization. “Lena is amazing for
New Orleans. She performs many of her father’s hits
throughout the state and is truly an inspiration,” declared
Charles.
Just like Charles Marsala, Lena is committed to honoring the
strong Italian traditions in New Orleans and, like her father,
to bringing joy through the wonderful sounds of jazz.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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From our website you can go directly to the
vendors link on the right side of the Home page
to be taken to the vendor’s web portal and
browse the available items.
To go quickly in your bowser, simply
type iapsnj.org/clothing.
Take a look!

Help Us Help You – It’s Tax Deductible! Donate Your Car
Truck • Boat • Motorcycle
or Construction Equipment

800-IAPSNJ-1 or e-mail vehicledonation@iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Congratulations
Joseph Silvestro

In Photo: Presenting Joe and
his wife Lori with the award is
Don Onwiler, Executive
Director.

Retired Gloucester County
Superintendent of Weights &
Measures who on July 24, 2019
was presented with a “50 Year
Honor Award” at the 104th
National Conference (MCWM)
held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Mr. Silvestro is the first and only
award recipient honoring his
attendance at 50 consecutive
conferences.

Newly Minted Challenge Coins
“Great Gifts”
COINS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT UPCOMING MEETINGS

Pandoro
Along with panettone, Pandoro is the most
popular Christmas sweet in Italy. It derives
from the ‘pan de oro’ created in Verona in the
19thcentury to celebrate the first Christmas
under the Scala dynasty, and was first
patented with the name Pandoro in 1894 by
Domenico Melegatti, founder of the company
by the same name.
Pandoro is a traditional Italian sweet bread,
most popular around Christmas and New
Year. Typically a Veronese product, pandoro is traditionally shaped like a
frustum with an eight-pointed star section.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

The “IAPSNJ Newsletter”
is an official publication of
the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey,
P.O. Box 352, Lyndhurst,
New Jersey 07071. This
publication is mailed to our
General Membership and
selected readers from
throughout New Jersey on
no less than a quarterly
basis and is made available by way of our website
at http://www.iapsnj.org.
No portion of this publication may be reproduced,
altered from its original
content, or distributed in
any way, shape or form
without the expressed written consent of the Italian
American Police Society of
New Jersey. In some cases
pictures, commentary or
articles may be used wholly
or in part within the context
of this publication. In all
such cases full credit shall
be extended to the photographer, writer and or publication.
As always, you may contact us in a variety of manners including telephone,
regular mail or preferably,
email:
1-800-IAPSNJ1 (Office)
PMinutillo@iapsnj.org
www.iapsnj.org (web site)
All communications must
be accompanied by the
writers name, return address and telephone numbers.
Executive /Secretary &
Editor:
Patrick Minutillo
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TIME FOR A LAUGH
COURTESY OF ANTHONY “ESPO” ESPOSITO
Everyone seems to be in such a hurry to scream 'prejudice' these days.
A customer asked, "In what aisle can I find the Polish sausage?"
The clerk asks, "Are you Polish?"
The guy, clearly offended, says, "Yes, I am. But let me ask you something.
If I had asked for Italian sausage, would you ask me if I was Italian?
Or if I had asked for German Bratwurst, would you ask me if I was German?
Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask me if I was Jewish?
Or if I had asked for a Taco, would you ask if I was Mexican?
Or if I asked for some Irish whiskey, would you as if I was Irish?"
The clerk says, "No, I probably wouldn't."
The guy says, "Well then, because I asked for Polish sausage, why did
you ask me if I'm Polish?"
The clerk replied, "Because you're in Home Depot.
An artist asked the gallery owner if there had been any interest in his paintings on display at that
time. "I have good news and bad news," the owner replied. "The good news is that a gentleman
enquired about your work and wondered if it would appreciate in value after your death. When I
told him it would, he bought all 15 of your paintings."
"That's wonderful," the artist exclaimed. "What's the bad news?" "The guy was your doctor..."
A Husband wants a divorce. He tells the Judge; I just can’t take it anymore every night she’s out
until way after midnight just going from bar to bar. The Judge asks, What’s she doing? The
husband answers “looking for me”.
An Irish woman of old age visited her physician to ask his advice on reviving her husband's libido.
'What about trying Viagra?' asked the doctor. 'Not a chance', she said... 'He won't even take an
aspirin.' 'Not a problem,' replied the doctor. 'Give him an 'Irish Viagra'... 'What is Irish Viagra?', she
asked. 'It's when you drop the Viagra tablet into his coffee. He won't even taste it. Give it a try and
call me in a week to let me know how things went'. It was a week later when she called the doctor,
who directly inquired as to her progress. The poor woman exclaimed, 'Oh, it was horrid! Just
terrible, doctor!' 'Really? What happened?' asked the doctor. 'Well, I did as you advised and
slipped it in his coffee and the effect was almost immediate. He jumped straight up, with a smile on
his face and a twinkle in his eye. With one swoop of his arms, he ripped my clothes off and
passionately laid me on the tabletop.. I tell you, an absolute nightmare!' 'Why so terrible?' asked
the doctor, 'Do you mean the sex your husband provided wasn't good?' 'It was the best sex I've
had in 25 years! But sure as I'm sittin' here, I'll never be able to show me face in Starbucks again.
Never before had Sue looked in the box that her husband kept under their bed. The box had been
there for the past 20 years of their marriage but she had never invaded his privacy. One day, while
cleaning, she decided to take a look in the box. She didn't figure it was anything he was hiding
since she could have looked at it any other time but hadn't. In the box she found 3 eggs and 10
thousand dollars. This seemed very strange so she went to Fred and asked, "Why are there 3
eggs in a box under our bed?" He replied, "Well, every time I was unfaithful to you, I put an egg in
the box." Sue was surprised and hurt that he had been unfaithful but she consoled herself with the
fact that they had been married for over 20 years and he had only been unfaithful 3 times. "But
where did the 10 thousand dollars come from?" she asked. "Well, every time I got a dozen, I sold
them.
Please direct all hate mail to the attention of Anthony Esposito! LOL
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Congratulations
IAPSNJ Associate Member

Joseph Luppino
for winning the Bronze Medal for his Bordeaux Blend at this years
21st Annual Amateur Corrado’s Wine Competition this past January
17th.
This event is held every year at the Venetian in Garfield and includes
over 800 entries.

Congratulations
To IAPSNJ Associate Member

Nicholas Limanov
On his selection as the 2020 President o the Tri-Town Kiwanis
Club of Greater Parsippany
As well as his
also being honored by the Kiwanis Greater Parsippany
at their Annual Awards Dinner on January 15th at the Hanover
Manor in East Hanover
as their

Kiwanis Club Member of the Year

It’s been a busy and very productive year for this very service
orientated young man.
Keep up the good work!

If you are not subscribed to our email list. Please do so at
iapsnj.org/mc-email. We provide meeting & event notices
to our membership & friends.
Remember, you must subscribe even if you have provided
it on your application.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Promotion Congratulations
Jerry Onnembo

On his promotion this past December 18th to the rank of
Lieutenant with the Wood-Ridge Police Department.
We wish Jerry the best of luck and success in his new leadership
role with the Wood-Ridge force.
Jerry also currently serves as 2nd Vice President of the IAPSNJ.
We’re very proud of Jerry and we have no doubt that he will
remain an invaluable asset for the both the P.D. and the Borough
of Wood-Ridge.

Promotion Congratulations
Dennis Allen
On his promotion to the rank of Sergeant with the Beachwood
Police Department this past December 4th.
Sgt. Allen is the son of

Senior C.O. Dennis Allen

Department of Corrections
Who noteably was one of our first 100 members in 1992 with a
membership number of 94. Best of luck and success in your new
position with a great agency.

Mercer County Prosecutor
Becomes CPANJ President
Mercer County Prosecutor and IAPSNJ Member

Angelo J. Onofri

(right in photo) was joined by New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal (center) and Sussex
County Prosecutor Francis A. Koch (left) when he
was sworn in as the 2019-2020 President of the
County Prosecutors Association of New Jersey
(CPANJ) at a recent ceremony at the 2019 CPANJ
Annual College.
Both Rutgers University graduates, Prosecutor
Onofri secedes Prosecutor Koch in the president
position.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Academy Graduation
Michael Trama
East Newark Police Department
Congratulations to Mike Trama on his graduation
from the Union County Police Academy this past
December.
Mike is already a member of the IAPSNJ and we are
proud recognize his full time status with the East
Newark P.D.
There’s no doubt he’s going to have a great career!

Congratulations
Michael Puzio
on his re-election as Mayor of
Rockaway Township.
We are confident Rockaway
Twp. Is in very good hands with
Mike at the helm.
Mike is also an Executive Board
member of the IAPSNJ
In Photo: Mike being sworn in
with his wife, Michele, holding
the bible and his two sons, Tyler
and Michael proudly looking on.

Congratulations
Palisades Park Police Department & IAPSNJ Trustee

Alessandro “Alex” Monteleone
On being sworn in as

Battlaion Chief
of the Palisades Park Fire Department
this past January.
Good luck and success to Alex with his additional
responsibilities serving the community of
Palisades Park.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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To help our organization continue our efforts in the community, Scholarships,
Special Olympics, Safety Package, et cetera, we have introduced a "Cars for
Cops" campaign. Now that this organization is a 501C corporation we may
accept donations of cars, boats, construction equipment, and motorcycles,
and the donor would receive a tax deduction for their donation. If anyone
knows of someone that would like to donate please pass on their information
to Director Vincent Nardone.

Our September meeting will be held on

September 16, 2020
at the Bridgewater Manor
1251 Route 202/206 Bridgewater, directly off Route 78.
The meeting will be hosted by the Somerset County Sheriffs Department.

Our October meeting will be held on

October 7, 2020
Belleville Knights of Columbus
94 Bridge Street, Belleville, NJ
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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IAPSNJ FAMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very
reasonable
price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

DID YOU KNOW
Italians in Italy really
don’t do the whole
“spaghetti and meatballs” thing–and if they
do, the meatball is huge
and served as a second
dish after the pasta.
"I came to America
because I heard the
streets were paved with
gold. When I got here, I
found out three things:
first, the streets weren't
paved with gold; second,
they weren't paved at all;
and third, I was expected
to pave them. This wellknown quote, said by an
Italian immigrant to
America, reminds us that
life in the new world
wasn't easy for our
ancestors.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active links
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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What Would Your Father Think?
This past week on February 4, 2020 was
a very special week for my son, my family and
me. My son Peter, took the oath of a
Prosecutors Detective at the Essex County
Prosecutors Office in the same room I did on
June 1, 1987. The moment he put his hand on
the bible my eyes welled up and the memories
came rushing back. I thought of the six years I
had spent as a uniformed police office before
joining “the office” which paralleled the three
years he spent in uniform before joining. He
In Photo: New Detective
was not only following in my footsteps, but as
Peter Vincent DeFrancisci
some have said, ‘has big shoes to fill”. I never
was sworn in this past February 3rd by Essex looked at it that way. After the obvious thank
County Prosecutor Theodore N. Stephens II,
you’s, handshakes and pats on the back, we
as proud father and mother, Patrick and
celebrated as only Italians can; a great dinner,
Debbie DeFrancisci, hold the bible.
some wine and a little bourbon.
this past February 3rd.
I tried to take in the day and accept the
accolades, but had a nagging feeling, like
someone was sticking their finger in my back.
How things have changed. Depending on who you speak with, some say for the good, some say
for the not so good. Just like the calendar and your age. New cops, new technology but not so new
concerns.
Three years ago, when my son became a police officer, I was over protective. Worrying
every night, running scenarios through my head, not going to sleep until he walked through the
door. I had the usual cop father to cop son talks with him. Watch your back, don’t forget your radio,
wait for back-up…yeah, yeah, yeah. But that subsided after a few weeks because I was worrying;
he was not.
But what is different are two significant things that nagged me. The disrespect shown by
many regardless of their social status and the obvious personal threats officers face daily. Let me
explain. When I joined law enforcement as with many, we took our safety concerns seriously, but
they didn’t appear to overwhelm the daily national news as they do today. The level of violence
experienced in law enforcement no doubt follows the hyper-media driven disrespect reported on a
daily basis. Secondly, and most important, many officers (at least it appears many) today seem to
have forgotten their oath and what it really means. You can read almost every day that an officer or
superior officer is charged with a crime or involved in some sort of illegal activity.
What were they thinking? The laws don’t apply to them, they won’t get caught, they’re above
the law? Stop it. Please stop it. Mistakes are mistakes, violating the law is not a mistake. I
sometimes want to hide my head when I see what is going on and ask why? Did they forget their
oath? Maybe they should be required to re-take their oath yearly. It is a powerful paragraph in
words; Trust, faith, allegiance and all before God.
I don’t claim to be without fault, but maybe the simple words I left my son with the night he took his
oath should be repeated. What would your father think?
Patrick DeFrancisci
Captain (Retired)
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Retirement Congratulations
IAPSNJ 2nd Vice President
Wood-Ridge Police Department

Lieutenant Jerry Onnembo
on his retirement effective this past March 1,
2020
Many of Jerry’s co-workers, colleagues, family and
friends were on hand for his Police

Department Walk-Out on February 26 followed by
a celebratory dinner at Rosa’s Italian Restaurant.
The celebration continued on March 11 where
Jerry was ceremonially honored by our
organization at The Estate at Florentine Gardens
in River Vale, NJ.
Wishing Jerry a long, healthy and happy
retirement. Lots of good things ahead!

Retirement Congratulations
Lieutenant Orange Police Department

William Gumbars

on his retirement effective March 1, 2020
We all wish Bill a wonderful retirement filled with
good health and continued success and happiness
in all his future endeavors.

2020 Polar Bear Plunge for NJ Special Olympics
IAPSNJ Trustees
Bob Belfiore
&

Anthony Cavallo
Were among those who
braved the cold water at Seaside Heights on Saturday,
February 22 and did the
plunge for Special Olympics.

Congrats to all those who
participated in the Annual
Great Cause!
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Sicilian Scacciata
Sicilians are very proud of their land and
their produce, but the scacciata is a
special
source of pride. The scacciata is street food, made
from bread, with ingredients that come from
the heart of Sicily, from its warm and
welcoming land.
It’s difficult to find a specific recipe for scacciata
precisely because it is one of those dishes that
are passed down from generation to generation,
from grandparents to parents and from parents to
grandchildren.
Unofficial sources claim that the scacciata appeared on Sicilian tables around the 17th
century, as the basic dish of peasant communities. The recipe was handed down in rural
areas during the Kingdom of Sicily and during the period of the Two Sicilies before it landed
on urban tables a century later. According to some popular accounts, in 1763 the prince of
Paternò wanted a scacciata for his Christmas table, and it seems that since then it has been
a traditional dish for celebrating Christmas. In Sicily today, the scacciata is very widespread; it is not made industrially. Once again a poor and simple Sicilian dish becomes
rich food, whose flavors turn into unforgettable emotional experiences.
To savour a true Sicilian scacciata is like taking a trip to these magnificent places,
surrounded by the sea and the flavors of the earth.

COOK PASTA LIKE AN ITALIAN
CHOOSE YOUR SHAPE WISELY
THE PASTA SHAPE you choose should depend upon the sauce you will be dressing it with.
GOOD TO KNOW :
TUBULAR SHAPES like penne and ziti are perfect with hearty, thick sauces like ragu. Pasta
rigata (with ridges) captures even more sauce.
WIDE, flat pastas like pappardelle are ideal for creamy sauces. Generally, the wider the
noodle, the heavier the sauce.
THIN pastas, like angel hair, are best with light, delicate sauces.
LONG, round pastas like spaghetti are best with olive oil- and tomato-based sauces.
SHAPED pastas (farfalle, etc.) are best with chunky vegetable sauces.
IndyCar driver John Andretti has died at the age of 56 after a long
battle with cancer. Andretti carried on the family racing tradition with a
long career in both NASCAR, IndyCar, sports cars and even NHRA
drag racing. John was the nephew of racing legend Mario Andretti,
cousin to current IndyCar team owner Michael. John raced in the
Indianapolis 500 a dozen times starting in 1988, with a best finish of
fifth in 1991.
Sandwiched between his early and late IndyCar career was the meat
of his racing in the NASCAR Cup series. John drove in nearly 400
races over 17 years, most of them for the legendary Richard Petty,
winning twice. Andretti raced in the inaugural Brickyard 400 in 1994
and 10 more after that. In 1994, he became the first driver to race in both the Indy 500 and the NASCAR
Coca-Cola 600 on the same day.
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey, in conjunction
with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund
raising campaign, is our Safety Equipment give-a-way.
This is a presentation of a package of police safety /
life saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active
members of our organization who are full time police
officers.
Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-away program, you must be an active up-to-date dues
paying member. For members with delinquent dues,
you must bring your dues current, paying for the
lapsed time period of up to five years. We will select
10 winners per year. All that is needed for any active
member in good standing, who meets the criteria, is
for that member to fill out the entry form below. Then
an entry is selected randomly, once a month for
presentation to the winner at the general membership meeting. Attendance at the meeting is
required in order to receive your package. If you have been selected to receive a package you
will be notified by email and asked to confirm your attendance. If you cannot attend the meeting
your name will be returned to the data base for a chance at a future drawing.

Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, Joseph Simonetti at
safety@iapsnj.org.
*”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if purchased
separately.”
Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored to have
given out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective
departments. We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments.
We have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point
on.

Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website.
Pinch your fingers together and move The Italian Emoji to be
Released in 2020
your hand up and down. Here you have
the most famous Italian gesture in the
world: the “What do you
Emojipedia has
want?” gesture. Meaning: “What do you announced the new
want from me?” (It can also mean “This emojis to be released
makes no sense,” “What
in 2020 including the
are you doing?” or simply “What?”
“pinched fingers” emoji.
An emoji showing all fingers and thumb held together in
a vertical orientation, sometimes referred to as the Italian hand gesture ma che vuoi (or
“finger purse”). Italian peoples have been joking for years that the Italian hand gesture
should have been an emoji by now. Well the day has finally come!
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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P.O. James F. Grossi

Port Authority of NY/NJPolice Department

Sgt. James E. Van Pelt II (Ret.)

Passaic County Sheriffs Office

P.O. Jillian Agnello Middlesex County College Police Department

Lt. Ralph Danna
C.O. Gregory Cinnella

Passaic Police Department
New Jersey Department of Corrections

Inv. Louis Cosentino Port Authority of NY and NJ
P.O. Nicholas Daniel Grasso
P.O. Donna Marie Lucek

Atlantic City Police Department

Port Authority of NY/NJ Police Department

P.O. Michael J. Canal

Port Authority Police of NY/NJ

Kenneth Watson

Retired

Rossano Giannini G4s Security at Mastercard-Exec. Protection
Anthony Crescenzo
Giovanni Luca Graziano

G. Graziano Development, Palisades Park, NJ

Marie Fantin
Fulvio. DiPaolo

Comedian/Actor/Producer, Fairfield NJ

Disabled Caregiver, Bogota, NJ

Direct Waste, Executive Sales Consultant

Retirement Congratulations
Detective Sergeant Joseph Puso
IAPSNJ Executive Board Trustee
Parsippany Police Department
On his retirement on April 1, 2020 following 25 years of
outstanding service to the community of Parsippany-Troy Hills.
Joe is an outstanding Detective and he will be missed by the
PTHPD.
We wish Joe a long, healthy and happy retirement and continued
success in all his future endeavors.
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Retirement Congratulations
Corporal Reinaldo “Ron” Peluzzo
Philadelphia Police Department
Following a 35 year highly respected police career Ron
decided to pull the plug this past March 1st.
Ron started his police career in 1984 as a Law enforcement
specialist with USAF. After leaving active duty he continued to
serve with PAAir National Guard and also became a
Philadelphia Police officer.
Ron and his father, also a retired police officer, have been
great friends of our organization often traveling many miles to
attend our meetings and events.
We are very proud of Ron and wish him the best of health,
happiness and great success in all his future endeavors.
We’re sure you’re going to find retirement very rewarding!
Unfortunately, on March 16th while in the process of moving to his new retirement home in
Florida Ron suffered a major heart attack. As of this writing he is still hospitalized and
surrounded by family. Please keep Ron in your thoughts and prayers.
We are glad to announce that the IAPSNJ for the convenience of our members is now
accepting Venmo for dues payments.
Send dues to
IAPS-Jersey in the app.
$30 Regular, $50 Associate.
More info at iapsnj.org/duespay.

Please check the back page of this magazine to see if your
dues are up-to-date. We urge you to take a moment, to pay
your 2020 dues if you haven't already.
Go to the dues page, iapsnj.org/duespay. You will also
notice we are now accepting dues payments using Venmo.
Just send to IAPS-Jersey
Dues are $30.00* and will keep your membership active
and you will continue receiving this magazine. Membership
dues help fund many important programs such as our
scholarship and "good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day
celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. More than 40% of
our membership renew on-line.
* Dues amounts for associate members and retired
(lifetime) members are listed on the website,
iapsnj.org/duespay
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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