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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BILL SCHIEVELLA

A

s you read this edition of
our magazine we are in
the spring season with a
number of events unfolding.
With the winter months behind
us our organization just held
another very successful Gala
Benefit Dinner Dance. I want to
truly congratulate Chief John
Lazzara, Mrs. Carol Grossi,
Mrs. Nadine Meola, Mayor
Joseph Pannullo and Mr. Bill
Spadea and thank Gala Chairman Sepe and Journal Chairman Nardone for a fantastic
job. Once again our organization’s signature event had a
waiting list of people wishing to
join us that evening.

Police Week. Currently, tens of
thousands of law enforcement
officers from around the world
converge on Washington, DC
to participate in a number of
planned events which honor
those that have paid the ultimate sacrifice. Each May we
come together as a law enforcement community in Washington, DC as a family to remember our fallen. Police officers from all over the nation and
from foreign countries join us.
Each year we are honored to
have a delegation of police officers from Aruba make a trip to
pay their respects and extend
their friendship and we look forward to spending time with
them. I strongly urge you to
make the trip to Washington to
witness the awesome sight of
thousands of law enforcement
officers in the National Law Enforcement Officers candlelight
Vigil on May 13th. This a fantastic way to support the memory
and families of those who made
the ultimate sacrifice and to
stand strongly together as a
profession.

Sponsor raising more than
$22,000 last year at this Pasta
Night. This is no pasta night like
you have ever experienced.
More than 1,000 homemade
meatballs are prepared by hand
according to my mother Marylin
Schievella’s recipe. A crew of
law enforcement officers, family
members, friends, students and
police explorers will unload
trucks, dice, slice, cook and
serve a gourmet authentic Italian meal to more than 450 people for a great cause. I urge you
to support this important event
and help us raise money to
keep our Special Olympics athletes able to participate in programs free of charge. I want to
thank NJ Special Olympics Law
Enforcement Torch Run Director Chief Robert Belfiore for his
contused leadership of this program. We are so proud to be
affiliated with this wonderful
group!

I look forward to seeing you
at a meeting or event this
spring or summer. Please recruit another law enforcement
or associate member to keep
In April the Italian American our organization the state’s
Two important events that
Police Society of New Jersey
largest police fraternal organieach spring brings are National will hold its Annual Pasta Night zation making the voices of ItalPolice Week and the Italian
for Special Olympics. This
ian Americans heard throughAmerican Police Society of
event benefits the N.J. Law En- out our region.
New Jersey Pasta Night for
forcement Torch Run for SpeSpecial Olympics. In 1962,
cial Olympics which raises
Fraternally yours,
President John F. Kennedy
more than $3 million dollars ansigned a proclamation which
nually for New Jersey’s Special William Schievella, President
designated May 15 as Peace
Athletes. The Italian American
Officers Memorial Day and the Police Society of New Jersey is
week in which that date falls as proud to continue as a Platinum
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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From the Editor
Patrick Minutillo

First off,

funds and other so-called alter- and the PFANJ vehemently opnative investments.
posing the bill.
the GovSadly our fund has now
Under S3040, the PFRS
ernor’s
dropped to an actuarial funding would be managed by a new
proposal level of 70.3%. That means
board of trustees, with majority
to dedithat our plan has 70 cents for
labor representation. It would
cate lot- each dollar in future benefits
empower the board to change
tery funds that it owes to beneficiarcontribution and benefit levels
to help
ies. 80% percent is considered and hire is own investment
fund the State’s pension obliga- financially healthy. In fact, New managers, actuaries, and other
tion is way too little, way too
Jersey’s pension system is the professionals to manage our
late. I guess that’s a weak at- worst funded in the country,
fund.
tempt to placate us.
according to Bloomberg. On a
Of course, many members
More importantly, let’s talk
positive note, of the seven un- are concerned about COLA. It
about S3040, legislation that
derlying plans in our system,
is stated in the bill that it allows
transfers management of
PFRS is relatively well funded. the board to reinstate cost of
PFRS to a new Board of TrusThe legislation is not without living adjustments for retirees,
tees.
some controversy with the
but of course that is contingent
This significant bill, sponNJPBA, NJFOP and the NJFM- on it becoming financially feasisored by Senate President
BA strongly supporting the bill ble.
Sweeney, would give
I’ve read the
Posted February 28, 2017 by Actuary
police and firefighters
bill and studied
burypensions in New Jersey Pension.
greater autonomy by
the arguments
transferring manageand all things
Pension Reports
ment of PFRS from the Scariest Numbers From New Jersey’s 2016
considered I do
You might have your own but based on this spreadsheet, created by
Treasury Dept. to a
personally suppulling off pertinent valuation data from each of the July 1, 2016 actuarnewly formed board of
port this change
ial reports for the New Jersey retirement system (with tabs for similar
trustees. On March 9th
as of this writing,
data going back to 2015, 2012 and 2000), here are mine:
it cleared the Budget
but remember, as
$96,834,702,863: Value of benefits payable to retirees
Committee where it
always, it’s just
$76,924,788,947: Market value of assets
was approved 10-1,
my opinion.
Even considering the:
with 2 abstentions. It
Thanks for
phony assumptions used to value liabilities,
then passed the full
your time.
reported asset values down to $71 billion,
Senate 37-0 on March
which
includes
about $25 bil13th. The bill will now
lion
in
self-valued
‘alternative’
proceed to the Asseminvestments:
bly. Stay tuned.
you come up $20 BILWell I guess it’s
LION short of covering the
time we did something undervalued benefits for curto address the indisputrent retirees ALONE.
able fact that year after 439,172 public employees have
year the State has
nothing in their pensions but
failed in their charge to IOUs and their $1.98 billion
in annual contributions (and
be responsible stewards of our system, re- roughly $30 billion in accrued
lying too heavily on in- contributions) are going into a
black hole that no politician is
vestments in hedge
about to plug.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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RETIREMENT
CONGRATULATIONS

Passaic County Sheriff ’s Office
Chief John Lazzara
and

First Vice President
Italian American Police Society of NJ
Chief Lazzara joined the PCSO in 1990 and rose
through the ranks to become the Chief of the
Bureau of Law Enforcement in 2015. We at the
IAPSNJ celebrate his retirement this past January 31st and congratulate him on his
highly successful and productive career. We wish John the best of luck, happiness and
health in both his retirement and all his future endeavors.

IAPSNJ PRESIDENT SCHIEVELLA
TAKES ON NEW ROLE WITH
BERGEN COUNTY SHERIFF’S
OFFICE
This past February 14th

IAPSNJ President
William Schievella
took his next step in his accomplished
career as the Director of
Communications/Public Information officer
for the Bergen County Sheriff’s Office.
Bill will be responsible for interacting with the media,
public relations, public affairs and community
policing.
We all wish Bill the best of luck and continued great
success in his newest endeavor and are confident he
will prove to be a tremendous asset to the BCSO.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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UNICO National President Dominick
Nicastro joined us at our meeting to
make remarks about many ongoing
programs that UNICO has underway.
UNICO is the largest Italian American
Service Organization in the nation.
New Jersey is proud to have Dominick
serve as National President!

2017 March 8 Presentation of
Membership Certificate to
Julio C. Martinez

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

A full house enjoyed an evening filled with fun, great food and
interesting speakers. We were honored to swear in Passaic County
Sheriff's Officer Francesca Donna Vollaro and Associate Member
Evan Ardelle as new members. Lifetime Executive Board member
and Retired Deputy Chief Alan Sierchio of East Orange PD joined us
as a surprise guest. It was great having him with us.

As always with the Mountainside the large
portions of food, which was served family
style, was delicious and the service was
fast and friendly. It was a fun night with a
lot of great people. Love the pasta fagioli!
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We were honored to present awards to two new Italian
American Chiefs of Police at the meeting. Chief Angelo
Daniele of the Haledon Police Department (below photo) and
Chief Phyllis Bindi of the East Orange Police Department were
presented with recognition awards. Chief Bindi is the first
Woman to hold the title of Police Chief in the City of East
Orange.
Board
Member
Anthony
Cavallo
Discussed
Christmas
In July
NJSO
Fund
Raiser

We were honored to present Port Authority NY/NJ
Police Officer Michael Fusco with a safety
Package of police equipment valued at $700 from
the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
with Chairmen Richard Giordano & Joe Simonetti.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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On January 28th members of the
Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey's Executive Board
traveled to Arthur Avenue in the
Bronx to visit the real "Little Italy".
We enjoyed a mozzarella making
demonstration and history lesson
from the famous David Greco of the
Arthur Avenue Deli. Afterwards
we had a fabulous Italian meal and
presented David with a recognition
award from our organization.

Future Cannoli King

Al and Julio Go Shopping

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

TRIP TO ARTHUR AVENUE

On C’s stoop from the movie, Bronx Tail
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Thanks to Jerome Gino Raguso for
welcoming the Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey to Gino's Pastry
Shop on Arthur Avenue in the Bronx's
Little Italy. We see now why he earned
the designation of "The Cannoli King"
from both the NYC Government and
the Bronx Tale! Thanks to our friend
President Richie Angeletti of th NYPD
Columbia Association for joining us
with visas for the NJ crowd. We were
honored to present Jerome with a
Recognition Award from our group of
Italian American police officers for his
community service!

TRIP TO ARTHUR AVENUE

Had to make a stop at Gino’s

The “Cannolli King”,
Jerome Raguso, with Rich
Angeletti

The guys stopped in to visit Mount
Carmel’s church.

Mozzarella Master David Greco
at the Italian Market

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
A DAY OF FUN IN THE SUN FOR OUR
T h e I A P S N J A n n ua l M e m b e r
Fa m i ly P o o l Pa r t y a n d P i c n i c
T h e D at e i s s e t f o r t h e 2 0 1 7 M e m b e r
Picnic
J u ly 2 2 n d , 1 2 : 0 0 p m
E a c h y e a r w e c e l e b r at e s u m m e r w i t h o u r A n n u a l M e m b e r
P i c n i c a n d P o o l Pa r t y. T h i s d ay o f F u n , S u n , a n d F o o d i s
provided without charge to our members. Please join
u s a n d e n j o y a g r e at t i m e . O u r c o m m i t t e e i s a l r e a d y
working hard on making this a summer
h i g h l i g h t a n d i s a l w ay s l o o k i n g f o r
h e l p o r d o n at i o n s , s o p l e a s e h e l p o u t
if you can and be sure to come on out
& e n j o y g r e at f o o d , f u n a n d f r i e n d s .

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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GREAT JOB BY PORT AUTHORITY POLICE
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR OWN ESU MEMBER
OFFICER BRIAN BELFIORE
The assignment was a tough one: take a suspected
drug dealer into custody and save his life in the process.
That’s the tricky dilemma that the Port Authority Police
Department’s Emergency Service Unit (ESU) faced during
a daring, high-altitude rescue that took place Sunday
evening near the George Washington Bridge, authorities
said.
According to the Port Authority Police Department,
members of the Palisades Interstate Parkway Police
PAPD ESU UNIT—IAPSNJ MEMBER
Department were purchasing narcotics in a stairway off
BRIAN BELFIORE - CENTER
Hudson Terrace in Fort Lee with Anthony Lora, 22, of
Bronx, N.Y., when Lora took off running through the woods, jumped the fence and climbed down a sheer
cliff face off River Road just north of the George Washington Bridge about 50 feet below the roadway, where
he got stuck and was left “dangerously clinging to the face of the cliff.”
That’s when the Port Authority ESU got the call, authorities said.
Putting their high-angle rescue training to work, the officers set up a lowering and hauling system for a
two-person team, then lowered themselves down the cliff to a safe position to make contact with Lora, who
was threatening to jump from the cliff, police said.
The rescue officers negotiated with [Lora] for about 20 minutes, eventually gaining his trust and getting
him to comply… all while hanging from their lines,” Port Authority spokesman Joseph Pentangelo said.
After their high-altitude conversation, the officers reached an agreement with Lora, then lowered
themselves within reach, placed him in a harness and raised him to the top of the cliff, where he was
promptly taken into custody and turned over to the Palisades Interstate Parkway police, Pentangelo said.
Palisades Interstate Parkway police charged Lora with conspiracy to distribute cocaine and Ecstasy and
resisting arrest; additional charges are pending, authorities said.
Lora was also wanted on armed robbery charges from the New York Police Department, authorities
stated.
By: Eric Kiefer (Patch Staff) - February 21, 2017

LOGO APPAREL ITEMS CAN SIMPLY BE ORDERED BY VISITING THE HOME PAGE OF
OUR WEB SITE AND CLICKING ON THE LINK LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDEBAR.

Proudly Wear Your
Organization’s Apparel!
ORDER @
www.iapsnjwear.com
CALL 732-277-7123
SALES@SMVINC.COM
RI
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The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
presents Challenge Coins. These collectible coins are
great for keepsakes, trading, or gifts to family
members. $12.49 per coin

Order directly from our website.

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2017
Membership Dues of $25.00* to keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many
important programs such as our scholarship and "good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day
celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. More than 30% of our membership have now renewed
on-line, as well as New Members joining.
Please take advantage of the online renewal. It is simple & secure. No PayPal account, No Worries.
The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please make
checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number
if possible.
* Dues amounts for associate members and retired members are listed on the website.
http://iapsnj.org/duespay

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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On Saturday, December 17, 2016 the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey held its
annual Holiday Party for the children of Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Northern New
Jersey at the American Legion Post 155 in Whippany. More than 400 attendees from Morris,
Bergen and Passaic counties got large bags of great gifts as well as pizza, snacks,
refreshments and deserts. Santa and Mrs. Claus joined more than 40 police officers from
the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey to give out these gifts. A face painter
helped to decorate the young children. Thanks to everyone that worked hard in the bad
weather to make this event a huge success. This is what it is all about.

Thank you to the US Customs and Border
Protection -Newark Liberty International Airport for
sending their Law Enforcement Explorers to
Morris County to assist us. Despite the bad
weather these young men and women came and
helped all day to make the event successful.

And of course, Santa and Mrs. Claus were on hand to brighten the day.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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On December 17th IAPSNJ
Board members had a great
time celebrating the holidays at
the Jersey City Police Officers
Benevolent Association
Holiday Gala. Thank you to

Carmine and Vincent
Disbrow for the invite.

Our members had the pleasure
of watching some outstanding
Jersey City police officers
receive awards followed by a
fantastic party.

On December 28th
Our Board ended 2016 with a
visit to our good friends and
colleagues at the NYPD
Columbia Association at their
Annual Holiday Celebration and
Delegates Meeting.
As always, it was a great time
at Fino's Ristorante Italiano on
Wall Street in the City.
Thanks for the invite, always
great to get together.

The Italian
American
Police Society
of New Jersey
would like to
congratulate

Tara
Schillari
Rich

the daughter of
Hudson County
Sheriff
and long time
IAPSNJ member Frank Schillari, on being sworn in this past February as a Superior
Court Judge in Hudson County. We know that both of these members of the Schillari
family will serve with honor, integrity and distinction
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Lucy’s Italian Movie
By Joseph Temple

“Did you ever see the I Love Lucy episode where Lucy
stomps on the grapes?”
It’s been nearly sixty years since the episode first
aired on CBS, and still to this day, people are laughing
about it. The hysterical scene where Lucy does battle
against a seasoned Italian grape stomper inside a vat has
become so memorable that whenever you discuss the
winemaking process, somebody eventually makes reference to it. But even more fascinating is the fact that this
iconic television moment wasn’t the result of any brilliant script writing or carefully planned out
choreography. What took place that day was instead a delightful blend of impromptu method acting
mixed with the comedic genius of Lucille Ball.
Airing on the night of April 16, 1956, “Lucy’s Italian Movie” was part of a string of fifth-season
episodes where the Ricardo’s and the Mertz’s trek across Europe from London to Paris to Monte
Carlo. It was a formula that proved popular in the ratings with many middle-class viewers who were
experiencing an unprecedented wave of post-war prosperity which allowed them to travel abroad
for the first time in their lives.
Following their stay in Florence, the two couples head south to Rome where Lucy is discovered
by an Italian movie producer who wants to cast her as an American tourist in his next motion picture titled Bitter Grapes. Mistakenly thinking her role is that of a grape stomper, she decides to
learn the ropes by rolling up her pant legs at a vineyard in Turo. But while in the vat with another
stomper, a back and forth brawl ensues causing the audience to laugh uncontrollably throughout
the entire ordeal.
Looking back, it’s almost hard to believe that this riotous scene that has stayed in our collective
memories for over five decades was never in the original script. According to writer and producer
Jess Oppenheimer, “I can’t remember exactly when or how it was added. It might have been that
they called us down to the set because they felt it needed more … or they might have just improvised on their own.”
In preparation for this ad hoc moment, real grapes were brought in from a local California vineyard. Remembering what it was like to be in the vat for the first time filled with fruit, Ball described
it as “stepping on eyeballs. We started stomping on the grapes, and I made a dance out of it, and
then I slipped.” And for the foil, Lucy’s husband/producer Desi Arnaz found an actual grape stomper when most wineries were mechanized. Teresa Tirelli had never acted before and spoke very little
English, requiring a translator to be on set to help guide her through the scene. However, with
much of the instructions being lost in translation, what transpired between the two women, unknown to viewers at the time was mostly a legitimate fight.
According to author Bart Andrews, Ball had wanted the scene to look as real as possible—and
that’s exactly what she got:
“Since we hadn’t worked with the grapes in the vat during rehearsals, I had no idea what I was in
store for. Once the fight started, the lady was bent on drowning me. At one point, she literally held
my head under water, and I had to fight to get my breath back. A lot of that was edited out of the
final print. Looking back, of course, I’m glad it happened that way because the scene was so
good.”
When Ball accidentally hit Tirelli during one take, she responded back with full force as a method
actor. “Down I went, with Teresa on top of me … She just held me down, hitting me. I thought
she was trying to kill me. I had grapes up my nose, up my ears.”
Airing a month after filming, the episode became so famous that many viewers who watched it
thought that was how wine was made in the present despite the industry’s numerous technological
advances by that time. “They [I Love Lucy] set back the vision of the Italian wine industry 100
years,” wrote author Thomas Pellechia in describing the impact of that one particular episode. And
in 2015, the fact that people still talk about it is a testament to the comedic genius of Lucille Ball
who risked her well-being that day in order to create some television magic.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine April ~ June 2017 Fall Edition
Page 17

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 101
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
217th LEGISLATURE
INTRODUCED JANUARY 30, 2017
Sponsored by:

Senator JOSEPH PENNACCHIO
District 26 (Essex, Morris and Passaic)
SYNOPSIS

Supports preservation of Columbus Day as federal and State holiday.
As introduced.
A Senate Resolution supporting the preservation of Columbus Day as a federal and State holiday.
Whereas, The voyage of Christopher Columbus, which culminated with his landing in the New World on
October 12, 1492, is an historic event that has been celebrated in the United States since the colonial
period; and
Whereas, In 1892, on the 400th anniversary of Columbus' landing, President Benjamin Harrison issued the
first official proclamation urging United States citizens to celebrate the day to honor Columbus’ arrival in the
Americas, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in April of 1934, proclaimed Columbus Day a federal holiday, and since 1970, this country has observed Columbus Day as a federal holiday on the second Monday
in October of each year; and
Whereas, Italian-Americans observe Columbus Day as a celebration of their heritage, and as a day to
recognize the contributions of their ancestors and culture to America and the world; and
Whereas, Columbus Day is celebrated throughout the United States with many observances and events,
the largest of which is the Columbus Day Parade in New York City, which was first held in 1792 and has
been held annually since 1929; and
Whereas, Unico National, the nation’s largest Italian-American service and charitable organization based in
Fairfield, New Jersey, the Order Sons of Italy in America, the New Jersey Italian and Italian-American
Heritage Commission, and many other organizations are fighting to preserve the long-standing tradition of
celebrating Columbus Day as a day significant not only to Italian-Americans but to all Americans; and
Whereas, It is fitting and proper for this House to recognize the significance of Columbus’ arrival in the
Americas and to honor and celebrate this historic achievement; now, therefore,
Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of New Jersey:
1. This House supports preserving Columbus Day as a federal and Sate holiday.
2. Copies of this resolution, as filed with the Secretary of State, shall be transmitted by the Secretary
of the Senate to the leaders of UNICO National, the Order Sons of Italy in America, and the New Jersey
Italian and Italian-American Heritage Commission, to the President of the United States, and to each
member of Congress elected from this State.

STATEMENT

This resolution supports preserving Columbus Day as a federal and State holiday. Americans have
celebrated Columbus’ voyage, which culminated in his arrival in the Americas on October 12, 1492, since
the colonial period. Since 1970, the federal government has recognized Columbus Day as a federal holiday
taking place on the second Monday in October of each year. This House recognizes the significance of
Columbus’ arrival in the New World and expresses its support of the Columbus Day holiday as a day to
honor and celebrate Columbus’ historic achievement

The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey thanks
Senator Joseph Pennacchio
for sponsoring Senate Resolution SR 101 protecting Columbus Day.
News Jersey's more than One Million Italian Americans deserve this
historically important day of recognition.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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FOR US POLICE HISTORIANS
It was in 1829 that Peel established the Metropolitan Police Force for London
based at Scotland Yard. The 1,000 constables employed were affectionately
nicknamed 'Bobbies' or, somewhat less affectionately, 'Peelers'. Although
unpopular at first they proved very successful in cutting crime in London, and
by 1857 all cities in the UK were obliged to form their own police forces. Known
as the father of modern policing, Peel developed the Peelian Principles which
defined the ethical requirements police officers must follow to be effective. In
1829, when setting forth the principles of policing a democracy, Sir Robert Peel
declared: "The police are the public and the public are the police”.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine April ~ June 2017 Fall Edition
Page 19

Above is our First Pasta Night Commemorative Challenge Coin.
The IAPSNJ is authorizing the limited minting of 350 of these Coins.
Note the large size of the coin.
These beautiful coins will be available at $10.00 Each and will be released on
the night of our event ONLY—April 22, 2017.
We expect that all coins will be sold that night so don’t delay.
You can make an advanced reservation and even make a request for a
Serial Number ahead of time.
There are no mail orders.
To Pre-Order your Commemorative Challenge Coin and Serial Number
Please visit our IAPSNJ Web Site at www.iapsnj.org
Click on “Events”
Then Click on “Pasta Night for Special Olympics”
ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF THESE
CHALLENGE COINS GOES TO NEW JERSEY
SPECIAL OLYMPICS.
THE IAPSNJ IS PROUD TO BE A LONG TIME
PLATINUM SPONSER OF SPECIAL OLYMPICS.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Christopher A. Milazzo - 25
August 24, 1991 - December 26, 2016
Son of Retired Middlesex County Sheriff's Department
Lieutenant
and IAPSNJ Life Member

Jack B. Milazzo

Our sincere sympathies go out to Lt. Milazzo and the entire
Milazzo family on their loss.

Whittier Police Officer
Keith Boyer, 53
E.O.W. February 20, 2017
California Police Officer Keith Boyer
was shot and killed as he and another
officer investigated an accident.
Officer Boyer had served with the
Whittier Police Department for 28
years and was preparing to retire.

Rolette County Sheriff’s Deputy
Colt Allery, 29
EOW: January 11, 2017

EOW: January 20, 2017

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Joy DiStefano DeSanctis - 64
January 16, 2017
A long time, great friend to the IAPSNJ
“A beautiful person with a wonderful personality”
Wife of IAPNJ Member
NYPD Retired Detective

Carmine DeSanctis
Joy was a regular at many of our functions throughout the years and she will
be missed.
Our most sincere condolences to Carmine and the entire DeSanctis family and
friends.

Master Sergeant
Deborah Clayton - 42
Orlando (FL) Police Department
End of Watch: January 9, 2017
Master Sergeant Deborah Clayton was shot and killed
when she encountered a wanted murder suspect in
the parking lot of a local Walmart. Master Sergeant
Clayton is the 1st law enforcement officer to be shot
and killed in 2017 and the 1st officer fatality for the
state of Florida.

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Great Italian American Series
Rocco Francis Marchegiano
aka/ Rocky Marciano
Rocky Marciano was born on September 1, 1923, in
Brockton, Massachusetts. He started fighting as a professional boxer in 1948, winning a fight against Harry Bilizarian.
He then went on to win his first 16 fights. In 1952, he beat
Jersey Joe Walcott for the world heavyweight championship.
Marciano defended his title six times. He retired in 1956 and
died on August 31, 1969, near Newton, Iowa.
American professional boxer and world heavyweight champion Rocky Marciano was born as Rocco Francis Marchegianon on September 1, 1923 in Brockton, Massachusetts, to
Italian immigrants Pierino Marchegiano and Pasqualina Picciuto. Marciano and his three sisters and two brothers lived
across the street from the James Edgar Playground, where
Marciano spent countless hours playing baseball. At a
young age, he worked out on homemade weights and did
chin-ups until he "was totally fatigued."
Marciano attended Brockton High School and played baseball and football, but got cut
from the varsity baseball team when he violated rules by joining a church league. He
dropped out of school in the 10th grade and began jumping from job to job, one of which
was a floor sweeper position at Brockton's shoe factory. In 1943, Marciano was drafted into
the Army and sent to Wales, where he ferried supplies across the English Channel to Normandy. He completed his service in March 1946 at Fort Lewis, Washington.
While awaiting discharge, Marciano represented his unit at Fort Lewis in a series of amateur fights, winning the 1946 Amateur Armed Forces boxing tournament. In March 1947, he
fought as a professional competitor, knocking out Lee Epperson in three rounds. Later that
year, after trying out for the Chicago Cubs baseball team and being cut, Rocky returned to
Brockton and began boxing training with longtime friend Allie Colombo.

Al Weill and Chick Wergeles became Marciano's manager, and Charley Goldman became
his professional trainer. Marciano's workout regimen included a minimum of seven miles of
running per day, and wearing heavy training shoes specially designed for him by a local
shoe mogul and admirer.
Marciano began fighting as a professional boxer on July 12, 1948, winning a fight against
Harry Bilizarian. He then went on to win his first sixteen fights by knockout, all before the
fifth round, and nine of them before the end of the first round. During this time, a ring announcer in Rhode Island could not pronounce "Marchegiano," so Weill suggested that they
create a pseudonym. "Marciano" was chosen.
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On September 23, 1952, Marciano fought against Jersey Joe Walcott for the world heavyweight championship. He was knocked down in the first round, and was behind for the first
seven, but won in the 13th round, knocking out Walcott with an accurate right punch. The
punch was later referred to as his "Susie Q."
Marciano went on to defend his title six times, winning five by knockout. His last title
fight was against Archie Moore, on September 21, 1955, where he knocked out Moore in the
ninth round.
Marciano announced his retirement on April 27, 1956. During his career, he won an unrivaled 49 straight fights, 43 of which were by knockout.
Marciano met Barbara Cousins, the daughter of a retired Brockton police sergeant, in the
spring of 1947. They married on December 31, 1959. They had one daughter, Mary Ann, and
adopted a son, Rocco Kevin.
After boxing, in 1961, Marciano hosted a weekly boxing show on TV. He also worked as a
referee and boxing commentator in boxing matches for many years. On August 31, 1969,
the eve of his 46th birthday, Marciano was killed in a tragic plane crash.

Antica Pizzeria Port'Alba
It is the World’s First Pizzeria?
Still open today!

First established in 1738 as a stand for peddlers,

Antica Pizzeria Port'Alba was opened in 1830 in the
town center at Via Port'Alba 18, Naples, Italy.
It is widely believed to be the world's first pizzeria,
The restaurant replaced street vendors who would make
pizza in wood-fired ovens and bring it onto the street,
keeping it warm in small tin stoves they balanced on
their head. It soon became a prominent meeting place for men in the street. Most
patrons were artists, students, or others with very little money, so the pizzas made
were generally simple, with toppings such as oil and garlic. A payment system,
called pizza a otto, was developed that allowed customers to pay up to eight days
after their meal. A resulting local joke was that a meal from Port'Alba might be
someone's last free meal, if they died before they paid.
Additionally, patrons created poetry to honor the pizzas.
IAPSNJ Life member, Anthony “Espo” Esposito, who submitted this article, adds that
the eatery’s ovens have been lined with lava rocks from nearby Mount Vesuvius. At
the time of its creation, one popular pizza was the Mastunicola, topped with lard,
sheep milk cheese and basil.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Italian-American

Mike Pompeo
Sworn in as Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency
this past January.
Pompeo was a member of the Italian
American Congressional Delegation, a
bi-cameral and bi-partisan delegation
composed of about two hundred
members of congress, twenty-nine of
whom have Italian ancestry.

Ever Tried a Piadina?
Pronounced pee-ah-dee-nah, the piadina flat bread has been a staple
of life in the Romagnolo half of Italy’s central Emilia-Romagna region
for centuries. It comes from the traditional “cibo dei poveri” or food
of the poor and is popular because of its practical, delicious,
versatility as a bread or wrap.

INTERESTING FOOD CHOICE!

Chinese Restaurant in Italy Accused of Serving Human feet
to Diners
by Ross Hinds

March 3, 2017

A Chinese restaurant in Italy has been accused of serving human feet after a waiter posted a photo online – allegedly taken in the kitchen – on social media.
The employee posted the gruesome picture on Facebook after a group of friends from
Slovenia asked for the Chinese delicacy of bear paws at the restaurant in Padua in northern
Italy.
The waiter, who has not been named, claims that a picture he submitted to authorities
were the ‘bear paws’ that he served.
Bear paws are considered a rare and ancient delicacy in Chinese cuisine.
A social media user reported the photo to the police and food standards officials, who
inspected the restaurant and found no trace of bear meat.
But they did find 55 pounds of meat and frozen fish of doubtful origin, dirt and grease all
over the refrigerators, on the floors and on the oven, according to reports.
Packages of frog legs and crab meat were reportedly found to be well beyond their
expiration dates.
Police have consulted a forensic pathologist about the pictured feet.
They concluded they were not from a bear but investigations continue as to whether they
were human.
The restaurant’s legal status and whether it is still open are unclear.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

The date for our Annual IAPSNJ
Family Mass & Communion Brunch
September 17, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.
Holy Rosary Church, Jersey City, New Jersey

Sfinci di San Giuseppe
Sfinci di San Giuseppe are a specialty of Palermo,
Sicily and are generally referred to as Sicilian
Doughnuts. Traditionally, they would have been made
on the 19th March - which is the holy day of San'
Giuseppe (St Joseph) but now they are served all year
round and are a popular Christmas treat.

What is a Cardoon?????
Cardoon is a vegetable popular in Sicily and Southern
Italy that is a cousin to the artichoke
You might be wondering, What on earth is a cardoon,
anyway? A thistle-like plant, cardoons (also called
cardone) grow abundantly in the Mediterranean and are
usually in season from November to March. A close
Cooked Cardoon’s
relative to the globe artichoke, the cardoon looks a bit
Photo courtesy of Italian Chef
like celery on steroids, growing as tall as six feet. It has
Ann Grossi
thorny, silver-grey leaves and pompom-like purple
blossoms. It’s not exactly a friendly-looking vegetable
and it probably won’t make you salivate at first sight.
Unless, of course, you know what a treasure for the
palate lies underneath that protective garb…
Just like with its cousin the artichoke, a little bit of work
is needed to get the succulent part of this plant on your
plate. But unlike artichokes, it’s not the blossoms we’re
after, but the stalks. Their delicate artichoke-like flavor
is as refined as it is addictive.
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TIME FOR A LAUGH
COURTESY OF ANTHONY “ESPO” ESPOSITO
My Brother took going to jail really badly. He refused all offers of food
and drink...spat and swore at anyone who came near him...after all
that.. he never played Monopoly again
Two women friends had gone for a Girls Night Out, and had been decidedly overenthusiastic on the cocktails. Incredibly drunk and walking home at which time they needed
to relieve themselves. They were near a graveyard and one of them suggested they do their
business behind a head stone.
The first woman had nothing to clean with so she thought she'd take off her panties, use
them, then throw them away.
Her friend, however, was wearing a rather expensive underwear set and didn't want to
ruin hers but was lucky to salvage a large ribbon from a wreath that was on one of the
graves and proceeded to use it.
After finishing, they then made off for home.
The next day the first woman's husband phoned the other husband and said, "These
damn girl’s night out have got to stop. My wife came home last night without her panties."
"That's nothing, said the other husband, "Mine came back with a card stuck to her ass
that said, "From All of Us at the Fire Station, We'll Never Forget You."
After his exam the doctor said to the elderly man, "You appear to be in good health. Do
you have any medical concerns you would like to ask me about?"
"In fact, I do," said the old man. "After I have sex I am usually hot and sweaty, and then,
after I have it with her the second time, I am usually cold and chilly."
After examining his elderly wife, the doctor said, "Everything appears to be fine. Do you
have any medical concerns that you would like to discuss with me?"
The lady replied that she had no questions or concerns. The doctor then said to her:
"Your husband had an unusual concern. He claims that he is usually hot and sweaty after
having sex with you the first time, and then cold and chilly after the second time.
Do you know why?" "Oh that crazy old bastard, she replied. "That's because the first
time is usually in August and the second time is in January.
A hooded armed robber bursts into a Bank in Italy and forces the tellers to load a sack
full of cash.
On his way out the door with the loot, one brave Italian customer grabs the hood and
pulls it off revealing the robber's face.
The robber shoots the guy in the head without hesitation!
He then looks around the bank to see if anyone else has seen him. One of the tellers is
looking straight at him. The robber walks over and calmly shoots him in the head.
Everyone by now is very scared and looking down at the floor. "Dida anyone elsa see a
my face?" calls the robber.
There follows a tense silence. Then an elderly Italian gent, looking down, tentatively raises his hand and says:
"I tinka maybe my wifa caughta glimpse."
Courtesy of: Director Rocco Miscia
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Gino Bartali: The cyclist who saved Jews in wartime Italy
By Peter Crutchley

BBC, Belfast

When one of the cycling world's biggest races, the Giro d'Italia,
got underway in Belfast, more was being revealed about the daring
activities of one of its former winners in wartime Italy.
"He had everything to lose. His story is one of the most dramatic examples during World War Two of an Italian willing to risk
his own life to save the lives of strangers."
Film director Oren Jacoby is describing Gino Bartali, one of the
leading cyclists of his era - a three-time winner of the Giro d'Italia,
who also notched up two Tour de France victories, 10 years apart,
before and after the war.
During his lifetime, Bartali didn't talk about his wartime activities.
It was only after his death in 2000 that details began to emerge,
and Jacoby fills in some remaining gaps in a Storyville documentary film about Italy's secret heroes, due to be premiered this year.
Bartali, a villager from a poor Tuscan family, was reaching the peak of his career as the
war approached.
He won his first Giro d'Italia in 1936, retaining the title in 1937. Then - to Italy's delight he won the 1938 Tour de France. It was a moment the country's fascist leader, Benito Mussolini, had been looking forward to eagerly.
Born in Florence in 1914
Started work as a mechanic in a bicycle shop, became a professional cyclist in 1935.
Won the Giro d'Italia in 1936, 1937 and 1946, and the Tour de France in 1938 and in 1948.
Great rival of the younger Italian, Fausto Coppi, who won the Giro and the Tour in 1949.
"Mussolini believed that if an Italian rider triumphed in the Tour it would show that Italians too belonged to the master race," says Bartali's son Andrea in Jacoby's film.
"It was a matter of national pride and fascist prestige that my father won the 1938 Tour,
so he was under real pressure."
Bartali was invited to dedicate his win to Mussolini, but refused. It was a grave insult to il
duce and a big risk to take.
In the middle of that year's Tour, Mussolini had published a Manifesto on Race, which
led later to Jews being stripped of citizenship or any position in government or the professions.
Italy remained, however, a country in which Jews could take refuge, until it surrendered
to the allies in 1943. The German army then occupied northern and central parts of the
country and immediately started rounding up Jews
and sending them to concentration camps.
At this point Bartali, a devout Catholic, was asked
by the Cardinal of Florence, Archbishop Elia Dalla
Costa, to join a secret network offering protection
and safe passage to Jews and other endangered
people.
His role in the network was uniquely suited to his
talents - he became a courier. On the face of it he
was undertaking the long training rides for which he
was renowned, but in reality he was carrying photographs and counterfeit identity documents to and
from a secret printing press.
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All were hidden in the frame and handlebars of his bicycle.
"We've seen documentation that he travelled thousands
of kilometers across Italy, travelling the roads between cities
as far apart as Florence, Lucca, Genoa, Assisi, and the Vatican in Rome," says Jacoby.
Nazi occupation of Italy
Mussolini formally signs non-military alliance with Hitler's
Germany in October 1936
In July 1943, Mussolini is dismissed from office and placed
under arrest.
Italy surrenders to Allied forces in September 1943, with
Germany occupying northern and central Italy in response.
By June 1944, over 8,000 Jews had been rounded up and deported from Italian territories by the Nazis.
Mussolini is captured and shot dead by Italian partisans on
28 April 1945.
By taking on this role, he put himself at huge risk. At one point he was arrested and
questioned by the head of the Fascist secret police in Florence, where he lived.
For a period he went into hiding, living incognito in the town of Citta Di Castello in Umbria.
In addition to this, Bartali hid his Jewish friend Giacomo Goldenberg, and Goldenberg's
family.
"He hid us in spite of knowing that the Germans were killing everybody who was hiding
Jews," Goldenberg's son, Giorgio, says in Jacoby's film.
"He was risking not only his life but also his family. Gino Bartali saved my life and the life
of my family. That's clear because if he hadn't hidden us, we had nowhere to go."
Approximately 80% of Italian and refugee Jews living in Italy before World War Two survived, partly thanks to the efforts of Italian sympathizers.
It's taken a lot of detective work, by a number of people, to piece Bartali's story together
over the last 14 years.
Andrea Bartali says that eventually little by little his father told him about his actions during the war but made him promise not to tell anyone at that time.
"When I asked my father why I couldn't tell anyone, he said, 'You must do good, but you
must not talk about it. If you talk about it you're taking advantage of others misfortunes' for
your own gain.'"
In 1943, Italy officially changed sides in World War Two, making peace with the Allies
against Nazi Germany. It was the beginning of a new chapter in the life of one little Jewish
boy in Florence, Marcello Buiatti, whose family suddenly
had to go into hiding, writes
Dany Mitzman.
Seventy-five years ago in
Fascist Italy, a group of gay
men were labelled
"degenerate", expelled from
their homes and interned on
an island. They were held under a prison regime - but
some found life in the country's first openly gay
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community a liberating experience, writes Alan Johnston.
According to Jacoby, Bartali's reticence is a "defining characteristic" of many of the Italians who were willing to risk their lives in World War Two.
"He didn't want to be acknowledged for what he had done: few of those he helped ever
knew his name or what role he had played in their rescue," says Jacoby.
Last September he was posthumously awarded with the honor Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial and education centre in Jerusalem.
"When Bartali was stopped and searched, he specifically asked that his bicycle not be
touched since the different parts were very carefully calibrated to achieve maximum
speed," the citation points out.
Andrea Bartali says his father refused to view his actions as heroic.
"When people were telling him, 'Gino, you're a hero', he would reply: 'No, no - I want to
be remembered for my sporting achievements. Real heroes are others, those who have suffered in their soul, in their heart, in their spirit, in their mind, for their loved ones. Those are
the real heroes. I'm just a cyclist.'"

Ever heard of the Neapolitan tradition of the
"caffè sospeso"?
In Naples, when you get a #coffee at the bar, you can pay
for your cup and for a second one, which will be given by
the first person who walks into the bar asking if there are
any "hanging coffees" available. An easy way to make
someone's day.

6,700 strong at Seaside Heights Polar
Bear Plunge
By Karen Yi | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com February 25, 2017

It was a collective cry heard round the beach as more
than 6,700 plunged into the Atlantic Ocean for the 24th
annual Special Olympics Polar Bear Plunge.
"Not bad at all," said Anthony Cavallo, 50, after he
emerged from the water in a red, white and blue tutu. "I
dived all the way in, it was definitely warmer this year."
The water was about 44 degrees and the temperature
around 54 degrees, according to organizers, much warmer than in years past. Shortly before the 1 p.m.
plunge, thousands crowded the beach dressed as Vikings, polar bears and even Santa Claus.
"You jump in and a part of you freezes in place," said
Shawn Simpkins, 28, of Hamilton, who wore a polar bear
hat. "It's like a battle cry going in."
The annual event raises money for the New Jersey
Special Olympics and organizers say they expect to raise
IAPSNJ Board Member
more than $1.7 million this year.
Anthony Cavallo
Swimmers took joy in their discomfort as they dashed
back to shore after 30 seconds in the water.
"Equally as important is to raise awareness," said event chair Kevin Burke. He said people
need to know "there's programs out there for young children, young adults with developmental
disabilities.
Congratulations to New Jersey Special Olympics .

The Special Olympics serves more than 25,000 athletes in New Jersey.
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A cop is issuing a ticket to a wise ass teenager, the teen says, "Do you know
who my father is?" The cop without missing a beat says, " Perhaps you should
start by asking your mom."

DID YOU KNOW
Highways, also known as motorways in many countries, are one of the best
developments in traffic systems in the modern age. They allow a large volume
of traffic to quickly take direct routes to their destinations. The first official
highway ever built was by the Italians in 1923. This connected Milan and Laghi.

POLPETTONE
Polpette are Italian meatballs; polpettine are
meatballs, too, but more diminutive. It follows,
then, that polpettone is Italian for meatloaf (or
a substantial meatball large enough to share).
But polpettone is much more interesting than
the somewhat bland everyday meatloaf known
in the United States. Made from a mixture of
meats and stuffed with spinach, herbs, cheese
and mortadella, this moist, savory version is almost like a pâté or terrine, but
easier to execute. It is delectable hot or cold.

Help Us Help You – It’s Tax Deductible! Donate Your Car
Truck • Boat • Motorcycle
or Construction Equipment

800-IAPSNJ-1 or e-mail vehicledonation@iapsnj.org
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CONGRATULATIONS
Chief John Lazzara of the Passaic
County Sheriff's Department with
his cousin Sandi Lazzara as she is
sworn in as the Freeholder
Director of the Passaic County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

At our January
meeting President
Schievella presented
a Meritorious Police
Service Award to
Passaic County
Sheriff's Officer
Donald Redden Jr.
for his quick actions
in apprehending an
armed robbery suspect in Paterson. Job well done!

IAPSNJ Members were out to celebrate the retirement of N.J. Transit
Deputy Chief Al Stiehler on January 27th at Iberia Spanish Restaurant
in Newark. Enjoy a long and healthy retirement Al.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Millburn Police Officer Saves
Woman From Burning Car
By JONATHAN SYM

This past January Millburn Police Officer and IAPSNJ
member Donald Royce responded to the wooded area off of
Gilbert Place in Millburn on a report of a fire via a routine
dispatch. Upon his arrival Officer Royce realized that a 2004
Jaguar XT3 had become disabled in the wooded area and
had its engine compartment was engulfed in
flames while the passenger compartment was filling with
smoke. Officer Royce responding quickly removed a 70year old female driver from the burning vehicle and dragged
her to safety.

Officer Donald Royce

The driver was transported to the hospital for evaluation by the Millburn First Aid Squad.
The Millburn Fire Department extinguished the fire.
Officer Royce had been a volunteer EMT and firefighter for more than eight years. He also
worked as a Morris County dispatcher, Corrections Officer and Sheriff’s officer before
joining the Millburn Police Department. He lives in Lincoln Park, NJ.
Congratulations Donald! Great job!

ANOTHER GREAT JOB BY ANOTHER MEMBER

In January A former border patrol officer was arrested early Thursday morning for allegedly
threatening his ex-girlfriend and her current boyfriend with a gun .
Ryan Pagan, 34-year-old, of Oradell allegedly visited his ex-girlfriend and her current boyfriend in
Paterson. Police received a report that he allegedly brandished a firearm at the couple and threatened
to kill them both.
Police were told Pagan fled the scene in a blue Mustang bearing California plates.

Paterson Police Department Lieutenant Louis Spagnola

spotted the car on Broadway in Elmwood Park and observed it pull into the Firestone parking lot.
Spagnola activate his emergency lights, got out of the vehicle with his weapon drawn, and approached
Pagan. He refused to open his door or lower his window. Spagnola kept his weapon drawn at the
suspect until more police officers from Paterson, Fair Lawn, and Elmwood Park arrived on the scene.
Police said the suspect was removed from his vehicle and two weapons were seized. A Glock 17 9
mm handgun loaded with ten round magazine and one round in the chamber and a Smith & Wesson
M&P AR-15 rifle with two loaded 30 round magazines. A ballistic vest that was reported stolen was
also seized.
Pagan identified himself as an United States customs and border patrol officer. Police checked with
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to find he had been terminated from customs in 2012.
Police were told Pagan never returned his ballistic vest which is why it was listed as stolen.
Pagan was charged with harassment under domestic violence, aggravated assault, unlawful
possession of a weapon, possession of a weapon for unlawful purpose, possession of a high capacity
magazine, possession of an assault rifle, and receiving stolen property.
.
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MEMBER NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS
Sheriff Edward V. Rochford
Retired After Five Decades In Law Enforcement
Morris County Sheriff
We wish our good friend, supporter and Honorary Member a
healthy, long and productive retirement.
You have left a great legacy and can be very proud of your
accomplishments on behalf of Morris County throughout
your many years of service.

CONGRATULATIONS
On Your Retirement
Mendham Borough Police Department
Chief Pasquale G. Libertino
1988-July 31, 2017
After 29 years of Police Service, 5 years being the Chief of Police in
Mendham Borough, New Jersey; I have decided to retire from a great job
and Police Personnel; whom have given so much over the years to the
Borough of Mendham. Thank You very much, and I look forward to my
future career and where " My God and King Jesus lead me".

We wish you the best of luck, success and health in all
your future endeavors.
The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey
along with the NYPD Columbia Association and the
FDNY Columbia Association joined together on
February 18th at The Prudential Center for a fun
filled and exciting evening as the NJ Devils squared
off against the NY Islanders.

Look for many more events like this in the
future.
A great family night out!!!
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER
NEWS
On January 20th our
own IAPSNJ member

Chief
Phyllis Bindi

will be formally sworn in
as the first female
Police Chief for the City
of East
Orange at
Messiah
Baptist
Church in
East
Orange.
This is particularly a proud moment for our
organization as Phyllis has been a member
since she became an East Orange Police
Officer and is one of very few Italian
American women to lead major police departments. Many of our Executive
Board members have served in the East Orange Police and was our honor to
join Phyllis for this milestone.
Congratulations!

CONGRATULATIONS
Mercer County Prosecutor

Angelo Onofri

who was sworn in for a
term of office in front of
NJ State Attorney
General Christopher
Porrino and a packed
crowd. We are proud of
this outstanding
prosecutor and honored
to have him as a IAPSNJ
member.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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CONGRATULATIONS NEW CHIEF
SON OF RETIRED MEMBER WHO WAS
ALSO CHIEF
For Emerson’s new police chief,
protecting the borough is the family
business.

Michael Mazzeo, 46

was sworn in as Emerson's police chief in
January. He replaces Donald Rossi, who
retired in November after a 38-year career
with the borough.
Mazzeo, a 22-year veteran of the force, is not the first member of his family to
head up the Emerson police department. His father,

Chief Peter Mazzeo (Ret.)

an IAPSNJ member from 1994 to 2001, served as Chief from 1990 until his
retirement in 2002.
Peter Mazzeo started his career as a juvenile officer and would receive phone
calls and letters from parents and kids in the community thanking him for his
work, said his son. Seeing the impact his father had on the community helped
him realize what was important in life, Michael Mazzeo said.

CONGRATULATIONS
Essex Fells Police Department
Sergeant Joseph Matrisciano
who was recently promoted to the position
of Sergeant this past February 7th. Sgt.
Matrisciano began his career as a police
dispatcher in 1998 before becoming a
police officer in 2000. He served as a
detective from 2011 to 2013 and is also an
EMT, CPR instructor and liaison for the
Narcan program.
We wish you good luck and great success in your new position.
DID YOU KNOW
Jeans are an item of clothing worn by both men and women across the globe. They
are used for workwear, casual wear and also for dressing up. Many different styles
are available to suit different body shapes. Most people associate jeans with
America and cowboys. However, this popular item of clothing originates from Italy.
Denim, the fabric from which jeans are made, was first made in the 17th century in
the northern Italian city of Genoa and sailors wore this cloth.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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IAPSNJ FAMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very
reasonable
price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

Lucky/Unlucky Numbers
I always thought my greatgrandfather was kidding when
he used to say number 13 was
lucky. Apparently he was serious as the Italian concept of
lucky and unlucky numbers is
different from other parts of
the world. Some older Italian
Americans still hold the belief
of lucky 13, especially when
gambling, but it seems that in
Italy the number 13 has
started to have unlucky
properties as well. The
number 17 is considered
unlucky for at least two
reasons, both having to do
with how it is written. When 17
is written using Roman
numerals XVII, it can be
rearranged to spell the Roman
word VIXI meaning "I have
lived" and was found on
ancient tombstones. When
written using Arabic numerals
17 are still considered unlucky
since it resembles a man
hanging from a gallows.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active links
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS -NEW BABY
Julia Ann Micewicz
Born: 12/30/2016
Proud New Parents

Elaine and Jeremy Micewicz
We wish Elaine (formerly Donnadio) Jeremy and
Julia the best of luck, health and happiness in all
their future endeavors.
Congratulations to Executive Board member

Anthony Cavallo

who organized a cigar night
to benefit Special Olympics
through the
Garden State Ryderz
Motorcycle club at Tiffs
Burger and Ale located in
Union, N.J. this past January.
Anthony reported over
4,000 dollars was made from
this event.
Executive Director Vincent Nardone and
Associate Member Chairman Jack Schulz attended
this event along with other members of the Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey.
Anthony is planning another cigar night this
summer.

RETIREMENT CONGRATULATIONS
Passaic County Sheriff’s Office Corrections Sergeant

Joseph Calafiore

on his retirement this past June 1st.
Following many years of service to the County of Passaic.
We wish Joe the best in his retirement and in all his future endeavors.
Enjoy it and may it be long, healthy and happy.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
NEW DAUGHTER

Captain Francesco Aquila
Officer in charge of the Hackensack Police
Department, and his family welcomed their second
child.

Chiara Marielena Aquila
on March 3, 2017.
Congratulations to the Aquila family. We wish you
the best of everything with your new daughter.

Congratulations

Father Geno Sylva
on being named a Monsignor by
Pope Francis in Vatican City.
Monsignor Sylva is a Priest in the
Diocese of Paterson assigned to
the Pontifical Council working in
the Vatican in Rome. Monsignor
Sylva has served the IAPSNJ as a
Chaplain and is a proud Italian
American and supporter of police.
The Italian American Police Society
of New Jersey would like to congratulate its member

Chief Phyllis Bindi

for receiving a Trailblazer Award
this past February at the NOBWLE
Awards Brunch. Chief Bindi is the
first female Police Chief in the history of the City of East Orange.
President William Schievella joined
Chief Bindi and her mother for a
photo at the event.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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From Our Webmaster, Sebbie D’Amato
As webmaster for the IAPSNJ web site I try and keep up
with technology. There are many things in the tech world
that affect us daily whether it’s the computer in our pocket
(AKA your Smartphone), or the computer on your desk or
“lap”. Therefore, I am starting a Tech Tips page and email
newsletter.
If you wish to subscribe, update your email subscription
preferences to include “Tech Tips” This can be done easily
by scrolling down to the bottom of the next email and click
on "update preferences”. These newsletters will be
delivered about once a month or so, (my schedule
permitting) or if there is important news regarding time critical updates to your
Smartphones, your computers, or popular web sites. Or maybe just some cool
gadgets that may be of interest. You can also contribute your own tips or important
information which will be posted on our website.
I am an Android guy, but I do realize that many of you are iPhone users. I will try
to not be prejudice and give equal attention to both. So join up, contribute, and let
me know what you think.

(http://www.iapsnj.org/techtips/)
John Gato

at Saint Mary's school in Middletown, NJ proudly
reenacting his family’s Italian immigration into the
country in the early 1900’s.
John is the Grandson of Retired Port Authority of New
York/New Jersey Police Department Officer and
longtime IAPSNJ member

Frank Gato

In today’s social and political climate it’s nice to see a
school recognizing our heritage.
Each Spring we the IAPSNJ holds it’s Annual Scholarship Breakfast, at this event the
Society is pleased to present10 $1000 scholarships in memory of Italian American Police Officers
that lost their lives in the line of duty. These scholarships are available only to the children or
grandchildren of members who are college bound high school seniors. Members must have been
in good standing with dues paid for four consecutive years. Members that meet the above criteria
that DO NOT have children can submit nieces and nephews in certain circumstances.
The 2017 Breakfast will be held on

Sunday Morning, April 30th 10:00 am at The Fiesta in Wood-Ridge.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey, in conjunction
with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund
raising campaign, is our Safety Equipment give-a-way.
This is a presentation of a package of police safety /
life saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active
members of our organization who are full time police
officers.
Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-away program, you must be an active up-to-date dues
paying member. For members with delinquent dues,
you must bring your dues current, paying for the
lapsed time period of up to five years. We will select
10 winners per year. All that is needed for any active
member in good standing, who meets the criteria, is
for that member to fill out the entry form below. Then
an entry is selected randomly, once a month for
presentation to the winner at the general membership meeting. Attendance at the meeting is
required in order to receive your package. If you have been selected to receive a package you
will be notified by email and asked to confirm your attendance. If you cannot attend the meeting
your name will be returned to the data base for a chance at a future drawing.

Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, Joseph Simonetti at
safety@iapsnj.org.
*”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if purchased
separately.”
Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored to have
given out over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective
departments. We are happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments.
We have therefore changed our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point
on.

Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Night at the Stadium 2017
The date is set

Friday, July 7th

at the Somerset Stadium in Somerset.
Go to iapsnj.org/stadium for full info and
flyers.
Tickets are available now at
http://iapsnj.org/tickets
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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JANUARY MEMBER’S MEETING
On January 12th the Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey held it's
1st Meeting in 2017 at Valentino's on
Park in Rutherford. New members
were sworn in from the NJ Department of Corrections, Passaic County
Sheriff's Department and the Port
Authority NJ/NY Police Department.
Our brothers from the Philadelphia
Police Department visited and we had
the honor of recognizing Reinaldo
Peluzzo Sr. with membership.
Salvatore Pellegrino a retired member
of the Italian State Police was sworn
in as a member and joined us in
uniform. Passaic County Sheriff's
Officer Donald Redden was presented
with Meritorious Service Award for
his actions in apprehending the
subject of an armed robbery in
Paterson. A great evening of food,
wine, music and camaraderie was on Swearing in of New
hand for all.
Members

It was a great pleasure
conferring membership on
retired Italian State Police
(Polizia di Stato)
Salvatore Pellegrino
of Bergen County at our
January Dinner
Meeting.
Congratulations to Officer
Thomas Armenti of the
Parsippany Troy Hills Police
Department on being
presented with the Police
Safety package by Chairmen
Joseph Simonetti and Richard
Giordano. These packages
valued at $800 are raffled off
to active police officers at each
meeting. Be safe Tom!

Our friends from Philadelphia P.D.

Our Host
Mark Aurigemma

A Great Time Was Had by All
Thanks Valentino’s on Park

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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To help our organization continue our efforts in the community, Scholarships,
Special Olympics, Safety Package, et cetera, we have introduced a "Cars for
Cops" campaign. Now that this organization is a 501C corporation we may
accept donations of cars, boats, construction equipment, and motorcycles,
and the donor would receive a tax deduction for their donation. If anyone
knows of someone that would like to donate please pass on their information
to Director Vincent Nardone.

FOR OUR MEMBERS ATTENTION
NOTE FROM SEBBIE D’AMATO
We periodically check our database for errors or omissions. We have for a while
been listing member number and dues year on this magazine's mailing label area.
On this issue's back page you will find some more information. It will be printed very
small at the bottom third of the back/address page. format:
dues year / member number / department / rank .
Please check the information on department and rank and if something is not
correct or missing, please go to http://iapsnj.org/infoupdater and provide the
corrections. If the rank or department is abbreviated, please provide the full
information.
For example, 2016 / 1234 / NJ DGE / SI
The NJ DGE and S/I were taken off your original applications and you may not have
provided an email address for us to confirm, so we simply entered what was typed,
but can't recognize the agency or department. Associate members may only have
the first item (dues year)
If your dues year is anything but 2016 or later, then your membership dues are in
arrears. Go to http://iapsnj.org/duespay.
If you have any questions, please contact us at sebbie@iapsnj.org.
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Italian American Police Society
Of New Jersey
P.O. Box 352
Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071

We’re on the
Web!
www.iapsnj.org

AND

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ IS A 501c3 ORGANIZATION

